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INTRODUCTION

Introduction to the General Social Survey (GSS)

The General Social Survey (sometimes, General Social Surveys) is a series of nationally representative cross-
sectional interviews in the United States that have occurred since 1972. The GSS collects data on contemporary
American society to monitor and explain trends in opinions, attitudes, and behaviors. The GSS has adapted
questions from earlier surveys, thereby allowing researchers to conduct comparisons for up to 80 years. Originally
proposed and developed by James A. Davis, the GSS has been administered by NORC at the University of Chicago
(NORC) and funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF) since its inception. Currently, the GSS is designed
by a set of Primary Investigators (Pls), with input from the GSS Board, comprised of notable researchers within
the scientific community.

The GSS contains a standard core of demographic, behavioral, and attitudinal questions, plus topics of special
interest. Among the topics covered are civil liberties, crime and violence, intergroup tolerance, morality, national
spending priorities, psychological well-being, social mobility, and stress and traumatic events. Altogether, the GSS
is the single best source for sociological and attitudinal trend data covering the United States. It allows researchers
to examine the structure and functioning of society in general, as well as the role played by relevant subgroups
and to compare the United States to other nations. The GSS aims to make high-quality data easily accessible to
scholars, students, policymakers, and others, with minimal cost and waiting.

The GSS has been tracking trends in public opinion since 1972. Throughout, the GSS has taken great care to keep
the survey methodology as comparable over time as possible, which includes everything from keeping the same
sampling approach to not changing question wording. This is done to minimize potential changes due to changes
in methodology and support the study of trends in public opinion in the United States over time. However, due to
the global COVID19 pandemic, the 2021 GSS Cross-section implemented significant methodological adaptions for
the safety of respondents and interviewers, most notably shifting to an address-based sampling with push to web
and a web self-administered questionnaire. The 2022 GSS Cross-section bridges the traditional face-to-face data
collection of the GSS from 1972-2018 with the web-based collection of 2021, keeping many of the questionnaire
changes brought about by the new mode, while reverting to a mixed mode data collection that include face to face,
web and telephone. The 2022 GSS was designed to facilitate a comparison to the 2018 GSS; that is, the 2022 study
aimed to resemble the 2018 GSS. Additionally, the 2022 GSS retained several methodological experiments
conducted in the 2021 GSS that are specific to the web mode. The 2022 GSS is the first round of a multi-round
transition to a mixed-mode survey, fielded both face-to-face and via web self-administered questionnaire.

In 2022 the GSS conducted a methodological experiment to (1) help bridge the 2018 and 2021 data with future
rounds of the GSS and (2) to help rein in growing costs associated with conducting the more traditional in person
field study. The experiment divided the 2022 GSS sample into two conditions. The first condition contacted
sampled households for an in-person field interview first (as has been traditionally done in the GSS) and then
nonrespondents were encouraged to take the survey using a web alternative. In the second condition, sampled
households were presented with a web survey first and then nonrespondents were approached to participated in
an in-person field interview. Details on this experiment are below but the overall goal of the experiment was to
allow analysts to be able to parse out selection into mode differences from potential effects of the mode the survey
was completed in. For more information, see DESIGN GOALS OF THE 2018-2024 GSS AND TRANSITION
EXPERIMENTS.
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The GSS comprises a core set of items (the Replicating Core) that are repeated every round, as well as topical
modules, which may or may not be repeated. The GSS is currently composed of three separate ballots (A, B, and
C), as well as two separate forms (X and Y), which allow for up to six different paths through the interview itself (in
addition to paths determined by respondent answers, such as questions about spouses or partners, or questions
on employment). Not every question in the Replicating Core is asked of every respondent; most only appear on
two of the three ballots. However, every item in the Replicating Core overlaps on at least one ballot with every other
item in the Replicating Core, ensuring that researchers can estimate inter-item correlations. Forms are used for
experiments such as wording variations within questions, ensuring that half of the respondents on each ballot see
the2xperimenttal or control conditions of each relevant variable. Within the GSS, these form experiments are
usually assigned mnemonics that end in -X or -Y, corresponding to FORM (i.e., 1 and 2).

("

Topical modules are typically assigned to either two full ballots (e.g., A and B) or one full ballot and one half-ballot
(e.g., A and BX), covering two-thirds or half of sample respondents, respectively. However, some topical modules
are included on all ballots. Modules are usually assigned to specific ballots based on one of two conditions: overlap
with other key questions (either ensuring that respondents to specific items also receive specific modules or that
respondents to specific items do not receive specific modules), or time constraints. The GSS tries to balance the
length of all six paths to be approximately equal. Topical modules may be administered via interviewer in any mode
or completed by self-administered questionnaire, depending on the sensitivity of the items included.

Topical modules come from several different sources. While the GSS broadly is funded by NSF, individual modules
may be sponsored by other government agencies, universities, research institutes, or individuals. The GSS typically
includes modules every round that are related to the International Social Survey Programme (ISSP), a consortium
of national-level studies like the GSS (for more information, see Introduction to the International Social Survey
Programme, below). Finally, modules may be solicited by the GSS Scientific Advisory Board or the Principal
Investigators and can be included based on scientific merits and available time in the interview. The number of
GSS modules varies by year.

Additionally, the GSS has implemented experimental designs over time or through collaborations (for instance,
supporting other studies such as the National Organization Studies, National Congregations Study, National
Voluntary Associations Study, and the 2016-2020 General Social Survey-American National Election Studies (GSS-
ANES) Panel), which have led to several ancillary datasets.

Introduction to the International Social Survey Programme (ISSP)

The ISSP is a consortium of nationally representative research studies, like the GSS, who have all agreed to ask
guestions on the same topics on an annual basis. It emerged out of bilateral collaboration with NORC and the
German organization Zentrum fiir Umfragen, Methoden, und Analysen (ZUMA; now part of GESIS-Leibniz Institute
of the Social Sciences). Starting in 1982, each organization devoted a small segment of their national surveys,
ALLBUS and GSS, to acommon set of questions. The ISSP was formally established in 1984 by Australia, Germany,
Great Britain, and the United States, and it now has 42 member countries across five continents and collects data
in 70 countries. NORC represents the United States as a country in the ISSP.

ISSP modules have several defining criteria:

e Modules are developed in English and translated to every administered language.
e Modules must contain approximately 60 questions and can be supplemented by optional items, as well as
around 40 items on background and demographic characteristics.


http://w.issp.org/
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e Modules must contain the same items across all languages and studies, asked in the same order, with minor
variations to account for mode differences or regional differences.’

e FEach topical module must be administered within a relatively narrow time frame, usually about 18 months
from the start of the relevant year.

("

ISSP Modules are currently replicated every 10 years, allowing for topics to be studied as both a multinational
snapshot at a single point in time as well as a slowly evolving repeated cross-section of national opinions. While
not every topic is repeated, the longest-running module is up to its fifth replication. ISSP rules require that when a
topic is repeated, at least two-thirds of the questions must be repeated from a previous round, while up to one-
third can be new questions.

Since 1985, the ISSP topics have included:

Role of Government

1985, 1990, 1996, 2006, 2016
Social Networks

1986, 2001, 2017
Social Inequality

1987,1992, 1999, 2009, 2019
Family & Changing Gender Roles

1988, 1994, 2002, 2012, 2022
Work Orientation

1989, 1997, 2005, 2015
Religion

1991, 1998, 2008, 2018
Environment

1993, 2000, 2010, 2020
National Identity

1995, 2003, 2013
Citizenship

2004, 2014
Leisure Time and Sports

20072
Health and Health Care

2011%2022

T For example, asking about Congress or Parliament, or asking about the European Union or NAFTA.
2|SSP items for these years were asked not in the Cross-section of the GSS but on a panel follow-up interview.
3 |bidem.
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Study Overview

("

This codebook focuses on the 2022 GSS Cross-section survey. While this iteration of the Cross-section has
meaningful changes from previous editions, there is much that remains consistent. Just as was done since 2004,
the GSS Cross-section survey administers a full-probability sample approach with samples created from an
adapted form of the United States Postal Service (USPS) metropolitan statistical area (MSA)/county frame area.
More on the GSS conventional design can be found on pages 3177-3178 of the legacy cumulative codebook,
available at the GSS website.

The GSS has been conducted since 1972 and currently functions as a social indicators program, which highly
values historical trends and continuity. To that end, the GSS's replicating core contains items that have been asked
since its inception. In some cases, these items were asked on even older surveys, allowing for continuous
measurement of concepts since the 1940s.

GSS variables appear at three different frequencies. Items in the Replicating Core, Household Composition, and
Contact/Validation typically appear every year and are rarely altered (although, in 2022, they feature modification
for the web mode). Items in some topical modules, such as ISSP modules, can appear in multiple years, but not
every year. Finally, items on the rest of the topical modules typically only appear in a single year. In the 2022 GSS,
the ISSP Family and Gender Roles, ISSP Health and Health Care, Shared Capitalism, NIOSH Quality of Working Life,
National Endowment for the Arts and High-Risk Behaviors modules are repeats from previous years. It is important
to note that important updates to questions were made to National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), Shared
Capitalism, and NIOSH QWL. The module named GSS Next is a board-initiated module that has a combination of
old and new GSS variables. The NEA and GSS Next modules were conducted as web-only follow-on interviews.
For more information on these, please see Follow-on Studies.

The 2022 GSS Cross-section includes the following Topical Modules (some of which include updates and
modifications to previously fielded modules):

e |SSP Family and Changing Gender Roles: This module has previously been asked four times, beginning in 1988.
It focuses on attitudes and opinions on family life and changing gender roles. Like all ISSP modules, two-thirds
of the items are repeats from previous rounds, while one-third are new items.

e |SSP Health and Health Care: This module has previously been asked once in 1988. It focuses on attitudes and
opinions on mental health, physical health, and health care. Like all ISSP modules, two-thirds of the items are
repeats from previous rounds, while one-third are new items.

e Shared Capitalism: This module has previously been asked two times, beginning in 2014, and included revisions
in 2022. It focuses on individual’'s employer ownership (such as owning stock in the company where they work)
and attitudes on work-based incentives. This module was proposed by Joseph Blasi at Rutgers University.

e NIOSH Quality of Working Life: This module has previously been asked five times, beginning in 2002. It focuses
on individual's work experiences and attitudes on work behaviors. The 2022 module includes revisions and
additions to previous modules. This module was proposed by the National Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health.

e National Endowment for the Arts (NEA): This is module was previously asked in 2012 and 2018, and in 2022
was asked with updates as a follow-on module to the GSS, asking questions about changes in individual's
recreational activities before and during the COVID-19 pandemic. This module was proposed by the National
Endowment for the Arts.

4 https://gss.norc.org/Documents/codebook/gss_codebook.zip
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e High-risk Behaviors: High Risk Behaviors, developed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
is a self-administered module that has been in use with modifications since 1988. It includes items on recent
sexual history as well as sexual history since the age of 18, as well as drug use, HIV testing, and sexual
orientation.

e GSS Next: This module is a board-initiated follow-on module which combines several different sources of
questions, including topics and items proposed to the GSS via a Module Competition in 2021; items proposed
by the GSS Board for inclusion, and methodological and question wording experiments designed by NORC.

("

Table 1. Key Aspects of the 2022 GSS Cross-section

KEY ASPECTS 2022 GSS Cross-section 2022 GSS Cross-section AmeriSpeak
Oversample
Sample Adults 18 or older in the United AmeriSpeak® panelists are adults 18
States who live in noninstitutional or older in the United States who live
housing at the time of interviewing in noninstitutional housing at the

time of their initial recruitment to the
panel. Panelists identified as Black,
Hispanic, or Asian were eligible for
selection.

Invitation Mailing materials that show a web Email invite with a web link.
link to invite people to participate on
the web (i.e., pushing respondent to a
web survey first) or informed
respondents that in-person
interviewers would arrive soon.
Phone option was also provided.

Survey mode Face-to-face (53.7%) and web Web (100.0%)
(38.0%), supplemented by phone
(5.3%) and multimode (3.0%)°

Combined: Face-to-face (49.8%) and web (42.5%),
supplemented by phone (5.0%) and multimode (2.8%)

Incentive Both non-contingent pre-paid Contingent post-paid incentive
incentive and contingent post-paid (AmeriPoints)
incentive

Final sample size 3,544 completes from 15,012 lines of 605 completes from an oversample
sample. of Black, Hispanic, and Asian

respondents from the NORC
AmeriSpeak® Panel from 2,396 lines
of sample.

5 All percentages weighted using WTSSPS



Combined: 4,149 completes from a combined
17,408 lines of sample from two frames.

Response Rate (AAPOR RR3)  49.2%° 25.0%

Combined: 46.5%
Fielding period May 4, 2022 to December 20, 20227  June 23, 2022 to September 6, 2022
Administration Mail push to web and in person Web

interviewing as primary modes,
supplemented with phone

Respondent selection within Kish without age ordering Selected the primary panelist from a

household sampled panelist household.
Primaries are those who were initially
invited to join the AmeriSpeak®
Panel via mail invitation. Secondaries
in the household may have been
recruited, but were not eligible for

selection.
Language English and Spanish English and Spanish
Paradata derived from Paradata is available in a file Limited paradata is available in a file
instrument separate from the cumulative separate from the cumulative datafile

datafile.

Occasionally, the cumulative datafile is updated with newly cleaned or derived variables, and error corrections.
Please see Release Notes® for changes since the initial release of the 1972-2022 Cumulative file and Log of
Suspected Issues for potential changes in the future.

Datafile Overview

Available datafiles for the 2022 GSS include:

e (3SS 1972-2022 Cross-Sectional Cumulative Data (Release 3, April 2024) in Stata and SAS
e Individual Year Data for the 2022 GSS in Stata and SAS
e Customized data extracts in Stata, SAS, and SPSS created using the GSS Data Explorer

The SPSS version of the GSS data is not currently supported. Users can still use the GSS data in SPSS by
importing the Stata data file in SPSS. However, SPSS users should be aware that all missing values (DK, NA, IAP,
and other missing values) will be automatically recoded to SYSMIS (\) in SPSS after importing. Alternatively,

6 NORC previously reported the 2022 GSS Cross-section as 50.5% which used WTSSNRPS. This decrease in reported
response rate reflects adjustments related the new weight incorporating the AmeriSpeak® sample via WTSSNRPS_AS.

7 Fielding in most locations concluded on December 12, 2022, and was kept open in one location until January 8, 2023 to
help ensure representativeness.

8 https://gss.norc.org/Documents/other/Release%20Notes%207222. pdf
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users can use File Extraction the GSS Data Explorer to get a SPSS-formatted data file. Please note that missing
values will be all converted to discrete negative values, and SPSS will not recognize them as designated missing
values.

("

In rare occasions, GSS used decimal values for response categories. Due to the limitation of Stata, labels could
not be assigned to those decimal values in the Stata-formatted GSS data file.

e Variable FILEVERSION

o 7222.31:GSS 1972-2022 Release 3a (April 2024)
e Variable YEARSJOB

o 0.25: Less than 6 months

o 0.75:6-11.9 months
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NOTE ON MEASUREMENT AND INTERPRETATION

The GSS has been tracking trends in public opinion since 1972. Over this time, the GSS has taken great care to
keep the survey methodology as comparable over time as possible, which includes everything from keeping the
same sampling approach to not changing question wording. This is done to minimize potential changes due to
methodology and to support the study of changes in public opinion in the United States.

In 2022 the GSS conducted a methodological experiment to: 1) help bridge the 2018 and 2021 data with future
rounds of the GSS, and 2) to help rein in growing costs associated with conducting an in-person field study. The
experiment divided the 2022 GSS sample into two conditions. The first condition contacted sampled households
for an in-person field interview first (as has been traditionally done in the GSS) and then nonrespondents were
offered a web option. In the second condition, sampled households were presented with a web survey first and
then nonrespondents were approached to participate in an in-person field interview. Details on this experiment are
below, but the overall goal of the experiment was to allow analysts to be able to parse out experimental allocation
into data collection approaches. While the 2022 GSS experiment was not set up to directly compare modes
(instead, it was set up to compare data collection approaches), users are encouraged to check for mode
sensitivities, comparing cases completed in different modes. The current release does not include mode-specific
statistical weights; thus, mode-specific inferential statistics are not currently supported. Future GSS are expected
to release mode-specific weights to support population inferences. This release includes weights intended for all
cases to support population inferences.

Total Survey Error Perspective for GSS Trend Estimates

When evaluating the GSS for trend changes over time, we caution our users to carefully consider changes in the
GSS methodology from a total survey error perspective. Total survey error is a way of comprehending the impact
on estimates due to measurement, non-response, coverage, and sampling error. Below, we provide a high-level
summary of the components of the total survey error and how they could impact trend comparisons — especially
between 2018 and the present.

Measurement Error: Changes in how survey questions were administered can impact the answers. The GSS has
traditionally been conducted in person and administered by an interviewer. In 2021, due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the GSS needed to administer survey questions primarily over the web without any interviewer assistance. Some
changes were needed in the measures, due to mode of administration. For example, “Dont Know”" response
categories were included for factual questions, but they were not displayed for opinion questions. In the past, Don't
Knows could be recorded by interviewers regardless of whether they were factual or opinion questions. In 2022,
these modifications were also present in the web mode, while the face-to-face mode used measures as they were
designed for the 2018 GSS. These changes in measurement can be evaluated using the 2022 experimental data
which combines in-person, web and telephone administration.

Non-response Error: Historically, the GSS has achieved high response rates well above 50 percent, mostly because
in-person surveys can attain higher response rates. The 2021 GSS was conducted using a mail invite to push the
respondent to the web. The 2021 GSS Cross-section response rate is 17 percent (which is still high for web
surveys). Differential participation rates across selected GSS participants in 2021 relative to previous years could
also contribute to a change in estimates. To help control for this concern, the GSS implemented an adjustment to
known population totals for the 2021 Cross-section round based on a raking approach (i.e., post-stratification
weighting) to ensure the weighted totals in the 2021 GSS Cross-section sample are as close as possible to the
control totals from the U.S. Census Bureau estimates by education, sex, age, region of the country, race, and
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ethnicity. In the 2022 GSS the response rate increased to 50.5 percent and the post-stratification raking weights
have been created for the GSS survey cumulative file from 1972—present to attempt to reduce potential non-
response error differences over time as response rates in surveys have declined.

("

Coverage Error: Coverage error can arise from how well adults living in selected households are enumerated to
represent the general adult population. If a household enumeration method adopted in a survey consistently
misses eligible household members (e.g., roommates or borders), it can result in coverage error (under- coverage).
And over-coverage can result if an ineligible person (someone living in a college dorm or someone living in an
assisted living facility) or the same person is counted in more than one household. In 2021, the GSS had to change
how it rostered and ultimately estimated adults residing in a household. Typically, household rosters have been
used in the in-person methodology to randomly select one adult in the household to complete the survey. That is,
in previous years the GSS has instructed interviewers to complete an initial household enumeration form to collect
some basic data on everyone residing in a household and then randomly chose one adult with whom to complete
the main interview. In the 2021 GSS such a household enumeration was not possible up front, and the GSS
instructed selected households to identify the adult with the most recent birthday and to report the number of
adults living in the household. It is possible that respondent selection may have happened at the household level
or missed some household residents (for instance, people abroad, adult children living at home, etc.). Informed by
both data collection in 2021 and an internal pilot conducted by the GSS project team prior to fielding the 2022 GSS,
changes were made to reduce burden when completing the household enumeration process. In 2022 an adult
living in the household was asked to list all adults living in the household and provide names and ages (as a
categorial range) for each adult. This streamlined roster was then used to randomly select the respondent for each
household, determined by Kish number and position of the adult on the household roster. The GSS team is actively
conducting research to assess the impact of household enumeration and selection methods to achieve adequate
coverage of the US adult population.

Sampling Error: The 2022 GSS Cross-section relies on scientific sampling to allow for the calculation of sampling
error (i.e., margin of error). As in any scientific sample, any one trend from year to year can be impacted by the fact
we only observed a sample and not the entire population. The dataset contains survey design variables (clusters,
strata, and weights) to account for the complex survey sample design. And it is possible that our trend estimates
are off by a sampling or “margin of error” between any given set of years. It is essential, therefore, to control for
sampling error by conducting tests of significance for trend differences estimates.

Mode: GSS data users should use caution when analyzing any variables by mode of survey (MODE). Basic mode
analyses may find differences between individual modes; however, the weights included in the current release do
not support single-mode analyses. The current weights are provided to support inferential statistics using all
cases. (The GSS team is working on developing mode specific weights for future data releases.) While observed
differences between modes may suggest mode sensitivities, these are not true “mode effects.” The mode of
completion for a respondent is determined by a number of factors, including the modes available to the
respondent, the mode initially assigned to a household (see Experiment), the use of nonresponse follow-up
approaches, and measurement differences related to different modes.

We recommend our users include one of the following statements when reporting on
' the GSS 2021 and 2022 Cross-section data:
L
Total Survey Error Summary Perspective for the GSS Cross-section:
Changes in opinions, attitudes, and behaviors observed in 2021 and 2022 relative to historical
trends may be due to actual change in concept over time and/or may have resulted from
methodological changes made to the survey methodology during the COVID-19 global pandemic.



Suggested Statement to Include in Articles and Reports That Use GSS Data

Changes in opinions, attitudes, and behaviors observed in 2021 and 2022 relative to historical
trends may be due to actual change in concept over time and/or may have resulted from
methodological changes made to the survey methodology during the COVID-19 global pandemic.
Research and interpretation done using the 2021 and 2022 GSS data should take extra care to
ensure the analysis reflects actual changes in public opinion and is not unduly influenced by the
change in data collection methods. For more information on the 2021 and 2022 GSS methodology
and its implications, please visit https://gss.norc.org/Get-The-Data.



https://gss.norc.org/Get-The-Data

DESIGN GOALS OF THE 2018-2024 GSS AND TRANSITION EXPERIMENTS

The 2022 GSS was proposed with a well-understood experimental design that would aid in the transition from a
traditionally face-to-face study to a multimode one, to employ modern data collection tools and collect data more
cost effectively. This design made the 2022 GSS data collection more efficient and allowed for respondents to
have more flexibility in how they preferred to complete the survey. This transition will continue forward into the
2024 GSS, which will employ a similar experimental design.

These changes come in the wake of the 2021 GSS Cross-section, which was fielded primarily via a web self-
administered questionnaire. At the time, the web-based data collection was the only way that NORC could ensure
the safety of all respondents and project staff, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Changes in trends from the 2021
GSS Cross-section could have several potential sources, including both mode effects and genuine social change,
with no clear way to disentangle those effects beyond specific item-level experiments on the survey (see the
volunteered response and grid experiments for more information).

The 2022 the GSS conducted a methodological experiment to: 1) help enumerate potential mode effects to bridge
the 2018 and 2021 data with future rounds of the GSS, and 2) to help rein in growing costs associated with
conducting an in-person field study. The experiment divided the 2022 GSS sample into two conditions. The first
condition contacted sampled households for an in-person field interview first (as has been traditionally done in the
GSS) and then nonrespondents were offered a web option. In the second condition, sampled households were
presented with a web survey first and then nonrespondents were approached to participated in an in-person field
interview. Details on this experiment are below, but the overall goal of the experiment was to allow analysts to be
able to parse out selection into mode differences from potential effects of the mode the survey was completed
in.

The 2022 GSS Cross-section bridges the traditional face-to-face data collection of the GSS from 1972-2018 with
the web-based collection of 2021, keeping many of the questionnaire changes brought about by the new mode,
while reverting to a four-stage cluster sample for both the web and face-to-face modes of data collection. The
2022 GSS, thus, resembles both the 2018 GSS (in terms of sampling strategy and respondent selection) and the
2021 GSS (in terms of questionnaire design and certain experiments). The 2022 GSS is the first round of a multi-
round transition to a mixed-mode survey, fielded both face-to-face and via web self-administered questionnaire.

The 2022 GSS, however, reverses some of those changes, most notably by providing an option for face-to-face
data collection. In this manner, the 2022 GSS allows researchers to bridge the 2018-2022 GSS rounds, by
providing comparisons with the face-to-face data from 2018 as well as with the web self-administered data from
2021. The 2022 data, in essence, are essential for understanding both the 2018 and 2021 rounds of the GSS. NORC
recognizes this fact, and feels it is important to release these data to the public as early as possible, in this
preliminary release format. Changes in trends, especially in variables that show sensitivity to mode of
administration, were anticipated and are not a cause for concern. Sensitivity to mode has been present in the GSS
data since the start — as well as a feature of all other survey data. The 2022 GSS changed the design to be able to,
for the first time, enumerate the mode effects associated with the primary face to face design the GSS had
employed since 1972. The experiment was carefully designed to be able to estimate the mode effects and allow
for harmonized time series to be created for 1972-2022.

Finally, while some degree of mode sensitivity was expected, NORC could not be certain in advance which
variables might show mode sensitivity and require further analysis. The only way to fully understand and control
for these mode sensitivities is to collect and work with the data, and NORC recognizes that we are only one part
of the full GSS community. To that end, we are releasing the data, including mode-sensitive variables, so that the
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community of researchers and scientists involved with the GSS can also understand the scale and breadth of the
issue, and work with NORC to develop a strong shared understanding of the issues and how best to present them
to the general public. Decisions like these should be made in collaborative environments, rather than solely under
NORC's purview, and the data release represents the first step of that process.

("

The GSS research team and NORC will work with the broader community to develop consensus around the optimal
way to generate harmonized time series for all GSS variables, as well as face-to-face only time series, and
beginning with the 2024 data, web-only time series.



DESIGN OF THE 2022 GSS CROSS-SECTION

The GSS made implemented a methodological experiment in the 2022 Cross-section survey, compared with
previous GSS Cross-section studies. The methods experiment relates to shifts in the mode of data collection, and
this section explains the experiment in detail. Most notably, the 2022 GSS Cross-section is a multi-mode study,
with respondents assigned to one of two conditions - a face-to-face interview first (followed by a self-
administered web survey for nonrespondents), or a web self-administered questionnaire first (followed by a face-
to-face interview for nonrespondents).

Summary of major changes
' There are several major methodological changes in the 2022 GSS Cross-section:

Contact protocol: The 2022 GSS Cross-section used an experimental multimode
design, allowing for a mail push-to-web respondent methodology in addition to in-
person visits to collect data.

Respondent selection: The 2022 GSS Cross-section uses a modified respondent selection
procedure of rostering all adults in the household and respondent selection via the Kish grid.

Survey mode: The 2022 GSS Cross-section uses the in person face-to-face interview, telephone
interview, and self-administered as a part of the multimode design.

Follow-on Studies: The 2022 GSS Cross-section included two follow-on studies which eligible
respondents could complete. These follow-ons added items on a variety of topics to the GSS.

Oversample: In addition to the nationally representative sample, the 2022 GSS Cross-section
includes an oversample of Black, Hispanic, and Asian respondents, obtained from the NORC
AmeriSpeak® Panel, which utilizes the same national sampling frame as the GSS. These
respondents were not eligible for the follow-on studies. These cases are included in the current
release in the single-year file, not the GSS 1972-2022 Cumulative file.

Each of these changes has consequences for the 2022 GSS Cross-section. These changes are
discussed below.

Multimode Experimental Design (Contact Protocol and Survey Mode)

To accomplish data collection during the COVID-19 pandemic, the 20271 GSS implemented a mail push-to-web
methodology in-place of a face-to-face interview (supplemented by a small number of telephone interviews) given
health and safety concerns for both field interviewers and respondents. With pandemic conditions improving into
2022, the GSS desired to scientifically evaluate the addition of web as a new mode of data collection to help
supplement traditional face-to-face interviews to reduce costs, increase sample sizes, and improve data quality.
We wanted to explore the web mode while preserving the primary mode of data collection, face-to-face
interviewing. To do this we introduced an experimental multimode design to explore whether we could realize cost
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savings while providing respondents with a mode that best meets their needs and helping achieve a high response
rate.

("

The 2022 GSS allowed data collection in three modes: face-to-face interviewing, web survey, and telephone
interviewing. 94.2% of respondents completed in a single data collection mode, while the remaining 5.8%
completed in two or more modes. The variable MODE tracks mode of survey completion, while INITIALMODE
tracks initial mode of survey assignment. Specific mode checks throughout the interview will be included in the
paradata file.

To evaluate differential multimode designs, NORC conducted a multimode experiment randomly assigning sample
cases to one of two multimode sequences: (1) face-to-face with a push-to-web non-response follow-up and (2)
mail push-to-web with a face-to-face non-response follow-up (with both conditions using telephone methods to
encourage participation and supplement data collection). Both conditions were administered concurrently
allowing us to scientifically compare the two conditions. More details on this experiment are available in Mode
Assignment and Non-response Follow-up Experiment.

Respondent Selection

In previous rounds of the GSS, respondents were selected via quota (1972-1976), Kish grid with age ordering
(1975-2018), or last birthday (2021). The 2022 GSS cross-section shifts to a Kish grid without age ordering, where
the positions of adults in the household for the Kish grid are determined by their order in the household roster, not
their age. This change is the result of two major developments in 2022. First, the GSS team, alongside experts in
the field, uncovered correlations between Kish assignment and assignment of ballot and form in the 2010, 2012,
2016, and 2018 GSS Cross-sections (see Methodological Report 134 for more details), which were in part
exacerbated by the age ordering effects. Second, the GSS shifted the administration of the household enumeration
form from a paper copy to a digital one. As a result, programmatic selection rather than interviewer-aided rostering
was used for identification of the within-household respondents. Age ordering was previously used on paper
household rosters to control for interviewer influence on respondent selection i.e. potentially manipulating the
order of the household roster to select a more willing or eager respondent within the household. The age ordering
of the household roster was a visible control against such possibilities, but without a visible Kish grid assignment,
such precautions were no longer necessary.

Follow-on Studies

The 2022 GSS Cross-section included two additional follow-on studies. These studies were open to all GSS
respondents who were not part of the AmeriSpeak® Oversample (see next section), and who completed the
entirety of the GSS interview, through obtaining or declining consent for administrative record linkage. Each of
these follow-on studies was only available as a web self-administered questionnaire. The first follow-on, sponsored
by the National Endowment for the Arts, contained questions on arts participation and changes during the COVID-
19 pandemic. The second follow-on, GSS Next, contained items recommended by the GSS Scientific Advisory
Board, as well as experiments conducted by NORC. Key aspects of both studies are listed in Table 2 below.

Following 2022 GSS Cross-section Release 1, NORC discovered a programming error in the eligibility assignment
for both follow-on studies resulting in an error in reported number of eligible GSS baseline respondents. This
error impacted retention rates and cumulative response rates reported in Table 2, and the associated weights for
both follow-on studies (i.e., WTSSPS_NEA, WTSSNRPS_NEA, WTSSPS_NEXT, WTSSNRPS_NEXT). Users should
prioritize the use of the Release 2 weights for analysis of the follow-on variables.


https://gss.norc.org/Documents/reports/methodological-reports/MR134%20-%20Ballot%20and%20Form.pdf
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Table 2. Key Aspects of the 2022 Follow-on Studies

KEY ASPECTS NEA Arts Participation GSS Next

Sample Respondents who completed the GSS Respondents who completed the GSS
baseline interview prior to 9/21/2022 baseline interview prior to 11/30/2022

Invitation Mailing materials that show a web linkto  Mailing materials that show a web link

to invite people to participate on the
web, as well as email materials with

invite people to participate on the web, as
well as email materials with hyperlinks to

Survey mode
Incentive

Final sample size

Unweighted
Retention Rate®

Unweighted Cumulative
Response Rate™®

Fielding period

Respondent
confirmation

Language

Paradata derived from
instrument

the survey.

Web self-administered questionnaire
Contingent post-paid incentive

843 completes from 2,269 eligible GSS
baseline respondents

37.2%
18.8%

July 11, 2022 to September 21, 2022

Confirmation of key respondent
demographics

English and Spanish

Not available

hyperlinks to the survey.

Web self-administered questionnaire
Contingent post-paid incentive

1,235 completes from 3,247 eligible
GSS baseline respondents

38.0%

19.2%
September 22, 2022 to November 30,
2022

Confirmation of key respondent
demographics

English and Spanish

Not available

9 The unweighted retention rate is the number of completes over the number of eligible respondents. We provide an
unweighted rate because only a portion of all GSS respondents were eligible for the follow-on studies given these studies
were completed before the end of 2022 GSS data collection. The weighted retention rates, 30.9% and 32.4% respectively,
include GSS respondents in the denominator that were ineligible for the follow-on.

10 The unweighted cumulative response rate is the product of the weighted GSS response rate (50.5%) and the unweighted
retention rate. The weighted cumulative response rate is calculated similarly using the weighted retention rate which
includes GSS respondents in the denominator that were ineligible for the follow-on (15.6% and 16.4%, respectively).
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The sequence of follow-on studies can be seen in Figure 1 below:

("

Figure 1: The 2022 GSS Cross-section and Follow-on Studies Design
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Oversample

This round of data collection included an oversample of AmeriSpeak® panelists from key demographic groups.
AmeriSpeak® is a nationally representative panel of survey respondents from households across the United States
created by NORC. Of invited panelists, the GSS aimed to complete 200 completes from three demographic groups:
Black, Asian, and Hispanic — for a total of 600 completed interviews. 2,396 panelists were invited to complete the
full 2022 General Social Survey web-based survey and a total of 605 interviews were completed the survey
between July 2022 and September 2022. Panelists were randomized to various ballot and form combinations
present on the GSS, but were not invited to complete additional follow-on studies. AmeriSpeak® oversample
respondents can be identified via the variable SAMPLE = 12 or the variable AMERSTATUS = 1. These cases are
included in the current data release but are not included in the GSS 1972-2022 Cumulative file at this time.

Based on preliminary analyses conducted in preparation for data release, we feel that the AmeriSpeak®
oversample offers improved representation for the three oversampled racial and ethnic groups considered. The
general U.S. population estimates including the AmeriSpeak® sample shift minimally from existing estimates
using only the 2022 baseline sample. Subpopulation estimates for Black, Hispanic, and Asian respondents will see
some change from baseline-only estimates due to increased sample sizes, improved sample representation, and
mode sensitivities given all AmeriSpeak® cases completed on the web. GSS Methodological Report 138
(forthcoming, expected April 2024) will have more details on the impact of adding AmeriSpeak® cases to the 2022
data. Researchers are encouraged to conduct their own research to determine the impacts of including the
AmeriSpeak® oversample. Based on additional analyses and feedback from other researchers, the AmeriSpeak®
cases may be fully incorporated in the Cumulative data file.



NOTES ON THE WEB MODE IN THE 2022 GSS

Web Mode Wording Changes

Since the 2022 GSS was conducted via a web-based questionnaire in addition to face-to-face, the study retains all
changes from the 2021 GSS Cross-section’'s web mode design. As a result, respondents encounter slightly
different versions of items, depending on the mode in which they encounter the item. Web survey changes can
come in many different forms but follow a few distinct operating principles. The changes are intended to:

e Remove conversational language in wording where it was no longer appropriate (e.g., using a more neutral
“we” in the place of “I” and “me,” as referring to the interviewer in question stems).

e Standardize terminology where interviewers had chosen options as they saw fit (e.g., switching from
“Blacks/African Americans” in the question stem to “Blacks” or “Black people,” depending on the question).

e Reword questions for items in which interviewers could select appropriate language according to
information that they could observe but that was not yet recorded in the interview (e.g., reworking questions
which used the term husband/wife prior to asking about the sex of the respondent’s partner).

e Reword questions for items in which interviewers asked respondents open-ended questions but entered
the responses in a combination of open-ended and closed-ended items. These changes were mostly
confined to questions on Religion and Occupation/Industry.

The telephone instrument uses the same wording as the original face-to-face interview.

Don’t Know and No Answer Responses

In a face-to-face GSS interview, the interviewer does not show “Don’t Know” and “No Answer” response options to
respondents on hand cards or read those options to respondents. However, interviewers can code “Don’t Know”
or “No Answer” if a respondent did not wish to answer a question.

In keeping with this spirit, the GSS implemented a different design for “Don’t Know” and “No Answer” responses in
web mode to minimize the effect of making them visible to respondents on every item. The GSS web instrument
made the following modifications for self-administration:

e Removed all “No Answer” response options, instead letting respondents to skip questions
' they did not wish to answer).
® e Removed all “Don’t Know" response options for attitudinal questions.

e Displayed “Don’'t Know” response options in light-grey text, separated from standard
responses, on all factual questions.

e “Don't Know" responses were displayed for factual items only.
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For all data collected via the web self-administered questionnaire mode, the GSS uses “Skipped on Web" code
when a respondent skipped a question. These responses are separated from “No Answer,” which is used for the
face-to-face and phone modes. The 2022 GSS Cross-section Public Use File shows tabulations and response
categories used in items across the 2022 GSS Cross-section. See Figure 2 for a screenshot example of an
implementation of a “Don’t Know" category.
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An initial review of the 2022 data conducted by the NORC team during the production stage of the micro dataset
indicates that there has not been a meaningful increase in “Don't Know" responses with this rendering method.
Rates of “Don't Know” responses on factual items are consistent between phone and web modes. While certain
items do show high levels of “Don’t Know” responses (e.g., income, information related to parental work), both
modes typically show “Don’t Know" responses within a single percent of each other. However, this inspection
should be considered preliminary. Users are encouraged to conduct their own analyses.

We invite users to assess levels of item non-response for factual questions measured in years past. In fact, while
“‘Don’t Know" responses are typically within a percent of each other, the same may not be true for nearly every
other substantive response on factual items. For example, in the 2022 GSS Cross-section, 45.9% of respondents
in the face-to-face mode report that they are married, while 57.1% of respondents in the web mode report that they
are married.” This may be due to mode preference, respondent composition, or mode effect. We urge caution in
the interpretation of results between the two modes, as several hypotheses may explain these differences.

SEX

In face-to-face interviews, interviewers traditionally coded SEX based on interviewer observation. For cases which
were completed face-to-face or over the phone, observed sex is recorded as the variable SEX. In the web mode,
SEXis not asked explicitly of respondents.

The GSS Cross-section collects sex and gender identity as two separate items: sex recorded at birth (SEXBIRTH1)
and current gender identity (SEXNOWT1). For the purpose of backward compatibility, the cross-section dataset
contains SEX, SEXBIRTH1, and SEXNOW 1. For web respondents, SEX is based on a recode of SEXBIRTH1 and
SEXNOW1, and for other respondents, based on observation.

Optimization of Items for Web Mode

GSS staff have made many other small changes to accommodate the web mode, including changing how items
were presented to respondents visually by including buttons and colors for navigation, revising the sequence of
certain items, and adjusting the response options for others. In addition, the full questionnaire was optimized for
the most common web and smartphone browsers (Chrome, Safari, Firefox, Internet Explorer, Edge, and Opera), as
well as various device types (desktop, laptop, tablet, smartphone). These changes, along with the rewording
changes, should not substantially affect how respondents answer questions and were mostly meant to minimize
‘Don't Know” and “No Answer” responses. For a full account of all changes, please compare questionnaire
documentation of the 2021 GSS Cross-section to previous iterations available on the GSS website.'?

1 Analysis conducted using WTSSPS as weight, limiting to baseline respondents who were not part of the AmeriSpeak®
oversample.
12 https://gss.norc.org/Get-Documentation/questionnaires
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Screenshots of Changes

The 2022 GSS Cross-section was fielded across a variety of modes, primarily face-to-face and web self-
administered questionnaire. The following typical item from this questionnaire displays both the typical layout of
a self-administered web questionnaire item and the change to Don’'t Know response options discussed in Don't
Know and No Answer Responses.

Figure 2: Visual Display of a Survey Question in the 2022 GSS Cross-section web mode
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USEFUL NOTES FOR WORKING WITH THE 2022 GSS CROSS-SECTION

Geography

("

Data Release 2 of the 2022 GSS Cross-section includes the traditional geographic information for the 2021 and
2022 rounds of the GSS: XNORCSIZ, SRCBELT, and SIZE. However, the methodology used to generate these
variables has changed slightly relative to previous releases of the GSS, due to a change in how these variables
have been processed. Previously, respondent addresses were geographically located within Census tracts, and
values were assigned for the entire tract based on the place or unincorporated area which contained the majority
or plurality of the tract’'s inhabitants. In the 2021 and 2022 GSS, census tracts are coded based on the place
associated with the centroid of the tract, rather than the place with the highest share of population. If the tract
centroid does not match a place, then SIZE is calculated using Census County Divisions (CCD). If the tract contains
any incorporated place with a population larger than the CCD population, then that incorporated place is used in
lieu of the unincorporated area. Otherwise, SIZE is set equal to the total population of the CCD minus the population
of all incorporated places in the CCD.

Household Enumeration Form (HEF)/Household Composition

For many years, the GSS has used the respondent selection process to roster all members of the household and
any guests, and obtain additional information, including age (OLD1-14), sex (GENDER1-14), marital status if age
13 or older (MAR1-14), and information about their current presence in the household (AWAY1-14, WHERE1-14).
In addition to this information, the respondent select process, also called the Household Enumeration Form (HEF),
obtained information about the relationships between various household members, which were used to generate
relationship-specific variables such as RELATE1-14 and RELSP1-14.

During the design of the 2020 GSS, NORC decided to split the functions of the HEF into two separate components,
Respondent Selection and Household Composition. Respondent Selection uses a household informant, and
rosters adults in the household to determine the eligible respondent for the GSS. Household Composition,
meanwhile, is conducted as part of the interview, with the selected respondent. In the survey, it is located after the
GSS Core. Household Composition re-rosters the household and collects the member-by-member information
previously found in the HEF for all household members and guests. The GSS did not conduct face-to-face
interviews in 2020 and 2021, so the new Respondent Selection instrument was first implemented in 2022. The
revised Household Composition instrument was fielded as part of the 2021 GSS Cross-section.

As a result, the 2022 GSS contains the first instance of the fully redesigned Respondent Selection and Household
Composition philosophy. Respondent Selection and Household Composition are two independent components;
Respondent Selection asked before the start of the survey, and Household Composition asked during the main
survey, after the GSS Core. Because the household is not fully rostered for Respondent Selection, and is fully
rostered for Household Composition, the source of several historical GSS variables has shifted, and new variables
have been created to identify new sources of information. Respondent Selection contains much less information
about the household, typically only the number of adults in the household (ADULTS) as well as their age and current
presence in the household (AGEHEF1-14, AWAY1-14, WHERE1-14). The Household Composition section contains
the remaining information, including for children under 18. Respondent Selection represents the household for the
purposes of respondent selection, sampling, and weighting, while Household Composition attempts to represent
the household as a sociological unit.
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There are other notable changes in the split that resulted in separate Respondent Selection and Household
Composition sections in the 2022 GSS. First, there are separate and new variables for counts of people and adults
in the household, such as in the split between HOMPOPH, the number of people in the household asked during the
screening, and HOMPOP, the number of people in the household asked during the household survey module.
Similarly, the same can be seen in the number of adults in household: ADULTS in Respondent Selection, and
ADULTSINHH in the Household Composition module. There are also a few changes with informant and
respondent identity within the roster. RESPNUMH has been created to identify the respondent’s number in family
when asked in the Respondent Selection, and RESPNUM reflects the Household Composition module. Last,
HEFINFOT1 is a new variable beginning with the 2022 GSS to reflect that the household informant will always be
the first position of the family. HEFINFO is available for GSS years 2018 and earlier. No information on the
household informant is available in 2021, as the 2021 GSS did not use a roster for respondent selection

("

The 2022 GSS also included an experimental version of Household Composition, designed to shorten the time of
administration for household enumeration, by collecting less detail on individual household members, while still
gathering rich information on relationships in the household. This new module resulted in new household
composition variables that include the suffix “_exp” if they are similar to the Traditional Household Composition
variable or have new mnemonics to represent a new questionnaire item. More information on the experimental
household composition module can be found under Household Composition in the experiments section.

Note that due to the design of the 2021 GSS, some Respondent Selection and Household Composition are not
available for 2021 but may be available in a future release. These include: HOMPOP, ADULTS, BABIES, PRETEEN,
TEENS, RESPNUMH, RESPNUM, HEFINFO, AGEHEF1-14, AWAY1-14, WHERE1-14, OLD1-14, GENDER1-14,
MART1-14, RPLACE, RVISITOR, VISITORS, FAMGEN, HHTYPE, AND HHTYPET.

Table 3 includes a guide to commonalities across Respondent Selection, Household Composition, and the
experimental Household Composition module. Variables in bold are new to Release 3. Variables with an asterisk
(*) are new to 2022, such as all the Experimental Household Composition items, and are not available in previous
years.

Table 3. Guide to the Respondent Selection, traditional and experimental Household Composition Modules

Concept Respondent Traditional Household Experimental Household
Selection Composition Composition *
Availability All cases Form X only Form Y only
People in household HOMPOPH* HOMPOP HOMPOP_EXP*
Adults in household ADULTS ADULTSINHH* ADULTS_EXP *
Children in household CHILDSINHH* CHILDS_EXP *
Age 0-6 BABIES BABIES_EXP *
Age 7-12 PRETEEN PRETEEN_EXP *
Age 13-17 TEENS TEENS_EXP *

Presence of children KIDSUND18 *
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Informant and respondent  RESPNUMH?*, RESPNUM

("

identity within roster HEFINFO1*'3
Person-level characteristics AGEHEF1-14, OLD1-14, GENDER1-14,
AWAY1-14, MAR1-14
WHERET-14
Relationships between ?ELS\ETLE:”'_?fHFiELSP* LNGRLTNSHP * RSBLNG18 *,
people ) -14, % %
RELHHD1-14, RPLACE, RCHILD18 % R*PRNT18 ' .
RVISITOR, VISITORS RBIOPRNT18 *, RADPTPRNT18 %,
RSTPPRNT18, RGPRNT18 *,
REMLY18 *, RNTRLTD18 *,
RRLTU18*, RNRLTU18 *,
RGPRNTU18 *, RBIOPRNT *,
RADPTPRNT *, RSTPPRNT *,
PRNT *
Family Generation FAMGEN FAMGEN_EXP *
Household Type HHTYPE, HHTYPET1 HHTYPET_EXP *

Industry and Occupation (1/0)

In the 2022 GSS, Industry and Occupation are captured through a series of open-ended questions, asking
respondents first the name of their job, then what they do, followed by the name of their company, and a
description of what the company does. This information, along with some other close-ended questions such as
educational attainment, are utilized to generate the values for OCC10 and INDUS10 (as well as the SP-, CO-, MA-
and PA- versions). NORC used the National Processing Center of the US Census Bureau to code occupation and
industry from the open-ended text. Unlike previous rounds of the GSS, which relied upon NORC's in-house coders,
the NPC has strict character limits for processing responses. Any responses longer than the allowed limits were
manually truncated by NORC staff, highlighting what were believed to be either the main job of the respondent, or
the most recent one, in the case of retired respondents.

However, this process was not without issue. While respondents in the face-to-face condition had interviewers
who could assist them with identifying a specific single job, web-based respondents received no such support,
and could share information on multiple jobs or industries, including, occasionally, full work histories. Furthermore,
the GSS offers no guide beyond interviewer training to help respondents select from among multiple jobs. An
experiment designed to address some of these issues is discussed in the experimental section.

13 HEFINFO is used identify the household informant number for 2018 and earlier years
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Spouse vs. Co-habiting Partner

("

There are several GSS items that ask about the respondent’s spouse or long-term partner. In the 2022 GSS,
respondents are treated as married based on the variables POSSLQ and POSSLQY. These variables identify
respondents who are in long-term relationships which may be analogous to marriage but are not marriage.
Respondents in these relationships receive the same questions as married respondents, but about their partners
rather than spouses. For public release, NORC separates these two classes of respondents into the SP- (spouse)
and CO- (cohabiting partner) variables, which are then mutually exclusive. For example, if a respondent is married
and living with their spouse, they will have a response coded into SPWRKSTA, and COWRKSTA will be coded as .i
(inapplicable). If the respondent is not married but living with a partner, they will have a response for COWRKSTA
and SPWRKSTA will be coded as .i (inapplicable). Likewise, if the respondent is single or in a relationship with a
non-cohabiting partner, both SPWRKSTA and COWRKSTA will be .i (inapplicable).

Paradata

Release 2 of the 2022 GSS includes several previously unreleased paradata components for the 2022 GSS.
Paradata on the 2022 GSS are divided into three separate categories, depending on how the paradata were
collected and whether or not they depend on the face-to-face interview. The three paradata components are:

e Pre-interview (MODESEQUENCE=1 only)
e Mid-interview
e Post-interview (Face-to-face only)

Pre-interview

Pre-interview variables include observations about the household conducted by the field interviewer prior to first
contact with the household. These include observations about the physical address, characteristics of the
household, and estimated likelihood of completing the interview. Because pre-interview paradata requires
interviewer observations, it is only available for cases in MODESEQUENCE=1 (Face-to-face first condition).

Mid-interview

Mid-interview variables include observations of mode and timestamps associated with specific sections of
variables. As of Release 3, the paradata also includes device type, browser, and operating system for all web-mode
cases, as well as associated timestamps for entry into the survey instrument. These variables are not cleaned, and
as aresult, are not made directly available in the GSS 1972-2022 Cumulative datafile. Instead, they are available in
a supplementary datafile at gss.norc.org. The paradata file's contents are likely to increase over time, and will be
update here as that occurs.

Post-interv