How to Link the GSS Panel Data with the Merged Data

Last modified: 1/3/2013

The GSS panel data files currently include those variables that were asked at least twice
over waves. For example, in the panel data using the sample from GSS 2006, a variable called
USCITZN is included because it was asked in 2008 (Wave 2) and 2010 (Wave 3). However,
PASTPAY is omitted because it appeared only in 2008. While this kind of data structure has been
suitable for most analyses, some users have wanted to have all variables in their analysis of the
panel data even if they appeared only once over waves. Although linking the panel data file with
other GSS data files has always been possible, some users have experienced a difficulty with
gathering information needed to link files on their own. This documentation outlines the process
of linking the panel data with other GSS data files. It will use the panel data of the cases originally
interviewed in 2006 as an example.

It is generally recommended that you start with the existing panel data file (GSS Panel

2006-sample Wave 3) and link it with other files that have variables of your interest (GSS 2006,

GSS 2008 merged, and GSS 2010 merged). In GSS, you need two variables to identify a case: YEAR

and ID. Because ID numbers are not unique across years, you must use both variables. In the
panel data file, they are renamed as YEAR 1 and ID_1 which match with YEAR and ID in GSS 2006
(Wave 1). Likewise, YEAR_2 and ID_2 match with YEAR and ID in GSS 2008 (Wave 2) and YEAR_3
and ID_3 with YEAR and ID in GSS 2010. To link multiple data files, you need to change these
variable names so that they have the exactly the same names. It is generally recommended that
you rename YEAR to YEAR_1, YEAR 2, or YEAR_3 respect to the wave and ID to ID_i1, ID_2, or

ID_3.


http://publicdata.norc.org:41000/gss/documents/OTHR/GSS_panel06w123_spss.zip
http://publicdata.norc.org:41000/gss/documents/OTHR/GSS_panel06w123_spss.zip
http://publicdata.norc.org/GSS/DOCUMENTS/OTHR/2006_spss.zip
http://publicdata.norc.org/GSS/DOCUMENTS/OTHR/gss2008crosspanelspss.zip
http://publicdata.norc.org:41000/gss/documents/OTHR/GSS2010merged_spss.zip

In order to access all variables included in GSS 2008, you need to use the GSS 2008
merged data file. Likewise, to access all variables included in GSS 2010, you need to use the GSS
2010 merged data file. Please see Table 1 and Table 2 at the end of this documentation to find out
which variables are available in which year for the 2006-samples. Once you decide which variables
in the merged data of 2008 or 2010 you want to link, you need to rename those variables by
adding a suffix such as “_17, “_2”, or “_3” depending on waves. For example, if you want to add a
variable called OWNBIZ asked of the 2006-sample in GSS 2008 to the panel data, rename it to
OWNBIZ_2; if you want to add POLINFNK from GSS 2010, rename it to POLINFNK_3. When

renaming is done (and sorting data sets by YEAR and ID), you can link the file to the panel data

using YEAR (YEAR_1, YEAR_2, or YEAR_3) and ID (ID_1, ID_2, or ID_3) as key variables.

<Table 1> Variables Currently Included in the Panel Data of the 2006-Sample

Variable 2006 (Wave 1) | 2008 (Wave 2) | 2010 (Wave 3)

abany Y Y Y
abdefect Y Y Y
abhlth Y Y Y
abnomore Y Y Y
abpoor Y Y Y
abrape Y Y Y
absingle Y Y Y
adults Y Y Y
advfront Y Y Y
affrmact Y Y Y
age Y Y Y
aged Y Y Y
agekdbrn Y Y Y
astrolgy Y Y Y
astrosci Y Y Y
attend Y Y Y
babies Y Y Y
ballot Y Y Y
balneg Y Y Y
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<Table 2> Variables Not Included in the Panel Data of the 2006-Sample

Variable 2006 (Wave 1) | 2008 (Wave 2) | 2010 (Wave 3)
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