5199
11/84

GSS

AMERICA'S

== GSS

America’s Social Survey
International Self-Administered Questionnaire
Pretest

NORC

University of Chicago

CONFIDENTIAL

Case Number

Time Interview Began AM
PM

T IME
INTERV | EW ém
ENDED:




-1-

GENERAL SOCIAL SURVEY
CONF IDENT 1AL

In this part of the survey we are Interested In your oplnlons about politics,
soclal Issues and other things that affect our way of |ife In Amerlica.

We would Ilke you to fil! out this questlonnalre on your own usling a pencll!,
When you are finished please return the questlonnalre to our Interviewer.

HOW TO FILL OUT TH1S QUESTIONNAIRE

To answer most questlions you need only cfrcle a number., Here are two
examp les:

Example A:
Do you think the government !s doing a good job or a poor job?.

A very good jODieceecccsssecsesal
A falrly good jobeseseeceassed?
A POOr jODieeeesosccecsscacseel
A very poor jObDeeecececsscssesd

(1F YOU THINK THE GOVERNMENT IS DOING A "FAIRLY GOOD JOB, CIRCLE "2",
CIRCLE ONE ANSWER OMLY).

Example B:

Do you agree or dlsagree with the following statements?
(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH STATEMENT)

1. Strongly agree
2. Agree

3. Nelther agree nor disagree
4, Dlsagree

5. Strongly disagree

CIRCLE A NUMBER

1T Is difficult to ralse chlildreniceececcocescss 1 2 3 4 5

A woman should devote almost all
her Time to her famlly.ceecevsoeecocscccccsnes 1 2 3 4 5

(YOU WOULD CIRCLE "1" |F YOU STRONGLY AGREE WITH THE FIRST STATEMENT,
AND "4am |F YOU "DISAGREE'" WITH THE SECOND STATEMENT).
* * * * * " * * * * * *

PLEASE READ EACH QUESTION CAREFULLY, REMEMBER THERE ARE NO RIGHT OR
WRONG ANSWERS--WE JUST WANT TO KNOW YOUR OWN PERSONAL OPINION,



1. A. Suppose a newspaper got hold of confldentlal government papers about
defense plans and wanted to publish them.

Shoutd the newspaper be allowed to publish the papers?.....l
or
Should the government have powers to prevent publfcatfon?,.2

Can'T Chooseo.ooooooooyooo.ooo...qooooo.ooooooooooo.oo.,fo’8

B. Now suppose the confldentlal government papers were about economlc
plans.

Should the newspaper be allowed to pubilsh the papers?.....1
or
Should the gbvernmenf have powers to prevent publlcation?..2

__Qan'f ChOOSQOOOOOOQO{.00..00}.0000.ooo.oooooooo,,ooo00,000’8

2. In general, would you say that people should obey the law wl+hout
exceptlon, or are there exceptlonal occaslons on which people should
follow thelr consclences even !f It means breaking the law?

(CIRCLE ONE ANSWER)
Obey the law without exceptlon..ceeeeccecccecccscsccccsaces]

Follow consclence on 0CCaSIONSeicacecaaescscsscssscssacscssel

Can'T ChOOSe o.ooooooooo.....a.aooooooo.00000000000000000008



3. There are many ways people or organlzatfons can protest agalnst a
government actlon they strongly oppose.

Please show what you think should be allowed and which should not be
allowed by clrcling a number after each quest!on,

1. Definltely allowed

2, Probably allowed

3 Probably not allowed
4, DefInltely not allowed
5. Can't choose

PLEASE CIRCLE A NWMBER

A. Organlzling publfc meetings to
* protest agalnst the government.c.eecceae 1 2 3 4 5

B. Publishing pamphlets to protest
agalnst the government..cececescessseenes 1 2 3 4 5

C. Organfzing marches and demonstratlons... 1 2 3 4 5

D. Occupyling a government offlce and
stopping all work for several dayS.ecess 1 2 3 4 5

E. Serlously damaging government
bu'Id!ngs............................... 1 2 3 4 5

F. Organlzing a natlonwlde strike of
all workers agalnst the government...... 1 2 3 4 5



4. There are some people whose views are consldered extreme by the
majority.

Conslder people who want to overthrow the government by revolutfon.

1. Definltely allowed
2. Probabty allowed

3. Probably not allowed
4, Definltely not allowed

5. Can't choose

Please clrcle a number after each question
To show {f you think such people should be
allowed to . . .

\\4
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. Hold publlic meetings to express
fhe{r V{ews............................. ] 2 3 4 5

B. Teach 15 year olds In schoo!Seeeescsscse 1 2 3 4 5

C. Publish books expressing thelr views.... 1T 2 3 4 5

5. Now conslder people who belleve that whites are raclaltly superior to all
~ other races. ‘

1. Definitely allowed
2, Probably aitowed

3., Probably not allowed
4, Deflinltely not allowed

5 Can't choose

Clircle a number after each question to show If
you think such people should be allowed to . . .

V
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. Hold public meetings to express
The{r v!ews...........................OO ] 2 3 4 5

B. Teach 15 year olds In SChOO!Seceeeessses 1 2 3 3 4

C. Publfsh books expressing thelr views.... 1 2 3 4 5



6. Suppose the pollce get an anonymous +Ip that a man with a long criminal
record Is ptanning to break Into a warehouse.

1. Deflnitely allowed
2, Probably allowed

3. Probably not allowed
4, Deflnltely not allowed

5. Can't choose

Please clrcle a number for each questlion
to show [f you think pollce should be
al lowed wlthout a court order to . . . Q

/
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A, Keep the man under survelllance..seesaecs 1 2 3 4 5
B. Tap hls TelephOn€.isessescscscccsessacces 1 2 3 4 5
C' Open h’s ma"ll...".l...........l.0..00 1 2 3 4 5

D. Detaln the man overnlight
for questioningeeceeeecesscesocsssossscace T 2 3 4 5

7. Now, suppose the t1p Is about a man without a crimlinal record.

1. Deflinltely allowed
2. Probably allowed

3. Probably not allowed
4. Definitely not allowed

5. Can't choose

Please clrcle a number for each question
Yo show 1f you think pollice shoutld be
allowed without a court order to . . . \V

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. Keep the man under survelllance,..cssees 1 2 3 4 5
BQ Tap h's -re'ephone.......ll...'.lll...l.. 1 2 3 4 5
C. Open h’s ma"l..ll.l..l.l....l..llll..l'. 1 2 3 4 5

D. Detain the man overnlight
for questioningeeecessecceccccctsoccsconee 1 2 3 4 5



8. All systems of justice make mistakes, but which do you think Is worse?
To convict an nnocent pPersSONeeecececcsccsccccosccesl
or
To let a gullty person go freCeveecocsececcsssnseel

NO+ sure 000000000000000.00000.0000.00000000.000-08

9. The federal government has a lot of different pleces of !nformation
about people which computers can bring together very qulickly,
Is this . .

A very serlous threat to Individual privacyseeeseel
A falrly serfous threat..ccesceecssesceccccsssceas?
Not a serlous threatecececscssccscescscsscscccsecseld
Not a threat at all to ndfvidual privacy.sceececesssd

Can‘+ Chooseccccccc.00000000.0000.00000000000.0.008

10. Do you think that those who earn high Incomes should pay a larger
proportlion (percentage) of thelr earnings In taxes than those who earn
fow Incomes?

Those with high Incomes should , . .
Pay a much larger proportion.esseccsesscsscccccssneal

Pay a 'arqer propor+10nocooooo..olooooooooo00000002

Pay the same proportion as those who earn

‘ow ‘ncomes..............................'........3
Pay a Sma' Ier propor*‘on.. ® 0 0000000000000 000000 .04
Pay a much smaller proportionN.csscescssscccscsscessad

Can'+ Choseooooccccocoo00000000000000000000000000.8




Here are some things the government might do. Some people are in favor
of and other opposed. How do you feel?

11. Do you feel the government should reduce Income dlfferences between the
peopife with high Incomes and those with low Incomes?

Strongly favoreesseeescssossscscosssosscoscsonsnsesl
Somewﬁa+ FAVOreeeoeeeesosossacsensasecssscccossoeel
Nelther favor NOr OPPOSEiseceesescssccsssscosssseel
Somewhat OppPOSCeseserersesserosssrsorserrescrsccerd
Strongly OPPOSEiiesressessccoscscsssssassessccsnssed

NOT sureooooo..oo...o....ooot..ooooo....ooaoo.Doo.8

12, Please Indlcate whether you agree or disagree with the following
statements.

1. Agree strongly

2. Agree

3. Nelther agree nor dlsagree
4. Dlsagree

5. Dlsagree strongly

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. A person whose parents are rich
has a better chance of earning a
lot of money than a person whose
par’enTS Qe POOM e eveossvcsvsssccssssscses 1 2 3 4 5

B. A person whose father Is a profes-
slonal has a much better change
of getting ahead In {Ife than a
person whose father 1s a factory
worker...l......l.l..l.................. 1 2 3 4 5

C. In America what you achleve In
| fe depends largely on your
fam"y background....................... I 2 3 4 5



13, Would you say that opportunitles for college educatlion are, In general,
better or worse, for women than for men?

Much better for WOmMEN.sseececcscccccsvsssscssscssnssl
Somewhat better for WOMEN...eessscccssccscscssscsel
No difference for WOMEN.cceeeeescocsssscsssoossseeld
Somewhat worse for WOMEN.seeeeeesscssscsscsssssessd
Much worse for WOMEN..cceeaseescsccccccscsssscessssed

Can'+ Chooseoo.o00oo..ooo.oooooo0000000000000000008

14, Would you say that job opportunities for women are, In general, better

or worse than job opportunitles for men with simliar educatlion and
experlence?

Much better for women..cccecececcceccscesseccvosasl
Somewhat better for wWOMeN...seessssceccssscccccesel
No difference for WOMEN..eescesosscssasoosossssssed
Somewhat worse fOr WOMEN..¢eeessooscssssssssssscccetd
Much worse for WOMEN..eeeseosesscecssccssscsnsssssed

Can'* chooseoooooooooo000000000000000....0000000008

15, And how about Income and wages--compared with men who have similar
education and jobs--are women In general pald better or worse than men.

‘Much better for WOMEN.eeseesscssssccscocsssssccocsl
Somewhat better for wWomMeN..ceesecccesccscsccssscssl
No difference for womeN,.ceeeeeeccscccessccsscosesl
Somewhat worse fOr WOMEN.eesesosccccesscscsssssssed
Much worse for WOmeN..seecececoccsscosccccososcsaced

Can'+ chooseooooo000000000000000000000.000.00000008



16.

Here are three things the government might do. Some peopte favor them
while other people oppose them. Please clrcle one number for each
statement to show how you feel.

1. Strongly favor

2. Favor

3. Nelther favor nor oppose

4, Oppose

5. Strongly oppose

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. The government should Increase
opportunitlies for women In business
and InduSTry.eeeeeeecesoscccccsoscscscosans 1 2 3 4 5

B. The government shoutd Increase
opportunitles for women to go to
CO"ege.ooaoooaoooaooccoooooooooooccoooo 1 2 3 4 5

C. Women should be glven preferential
treatment when applylng for jobs
Or pPromotIONS.ceececessscecsscssscsscaccces 1 2 3 4 5

17.

How do you feel about opportunities for young people to go to college.
Should opportunities be . . .

Increased @ l0t.ieeeeeceesssecsesascccscscccocnsnsl
Increased @ 11t eieeeceeccecanscccsssosacccccaneeel
Kept the Same 8S NOWesssesrresoessscccecoccccccnssel
Reduced 8 11TT!lCieeeeeeceascssonseceacenssssoccensd
Reduced @ 10T.eeeeescececessoscoscocccoccscsscoseed

Caﬂ"f ChOOSG......o.-.............oo..o...........g
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Some people think the government should provide flnanclal assistance to

col lege students.

Others think the government should not provide such

ald. In each of the clrcumstances |isted below should the government
provide grants that would not have to be pald back, provide loans whlich
the student would have to pay back, or should the government not provlde
any flnanclal asslstance?

1.
2.
3.
8.

Government should make grants
Government should make loans

No government assistance

Can't choose

PLEASE CIRCLE A NIMBER

A. For student's whose parents have
a low INCOME .tiieeeeeacasccacosssoccacna 1 2 3 8

B. For student's who have outstanding
grades In high school..ieeeeeeeronsecssae 1 2 3 8

C. For student's who have average grades
and middle Income parentS..eeecccocsccss 1 2 3 8
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19, Here are some things that might be taught !n school. How Important s
I+ that schools teach each of these to 15 year olds?

1. Essentlal, must
be taught

Very Important

Somewhat Important

Not very Important

U N
.

Not needed, should
not be taught

8. Not sure

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

,A. Reading, writing, and mathemat!cs.ecsass 1 2 3 4 5 8
B, Sex educalt!iON.cecsceccecscrsvvocsesccccss | 2 3 4 5 8
C. Respect for authority..ceceececocsceccsss |1 2 3 4 5 8

D. History, |lterature, and
and .fhe ar'fs.....0...................... 1 2 3 4 5 8

E. AbllIty to make one's own judgments..... 1 2 3 4 5 8
F. \Job Tra‘n’ng........................Il.. 1 2 3 4 5 8
G. Sclence and technoiogyeeeecosoesesccases | 2 3 4 5 8

H. Soclal equallty for minoritles
and the pPOOr ceecscesccssssscccssssscsnes | 2 3 4 5 8

le Disclipline and orderlinesS.cececccccceecs | 2 3 4 5 8



20.
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Sometimes 1+ may be necessary for public authorities to Intervene with
parents In ralsing thelr children, For each of the followlng Instances
please Indicate whether publlc author!tles should Intervene at all,
provlide warnings and counselling, or remove a 10 year o!d chlld from his

or her parents?

1.

2. Warnings and counselfing by
public authoritles

3. Child taken from parents by
publlc authorities

4, Not sure

No action by public authorities

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. The chlid uses drugs and the parents
don't do anyTthg about ITcooooooooaooo. 1 2 3 8

B. The chi!d frequently sklps school
and the parents don't do anything
abOUT !1’....000‘...0...O.....OO.‘OOO..Q. 1 2 3 8

C. The parents

regulariy let the chllid

stay out late at nlight wlthout knowling
Where The ch"d Is....‘...........‘.‘... 1 2 3 8

D. The parents
with proper

E. The parents

F. The parents

fall to provide the child
food and clothingeeesecocees 1 2 3 8

regularly beat the chiid.... 1 2 3 8

refuse essentlal medl!cal

treatment for the chitd because of
thelr rellglous bellefSiceetocssccassess 1 2 3 8

G. The parents

refuse to send thelr

chiid to school because they wlsh
To educate the ch!ld at homeeeeeeceeeasse 1 2 3 8
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21. Do you think that . . . .

1. Strongly agree
2. Agree

3. Nelther agree nor dlsagree

4, Dlsagree

5. Strongly disagree V/
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. The wearing of seat belts In cars
should be required by |laWeeieeeesceccecss 1 2 3 4 5

B. Smoking In public places should
be prOh‘blTed by 'aw.................... 1 2 3 4 5

C. All employees should be requlired
to retlire at an age set by laWweeceeeeoes 1 2 3 4 5



22.
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Please !ndicate whether you agree or dlsagree with the followling
statements,

1. Agree

2. Dlsagree

3. Can't choose

The publlic has Iittle confrol over
what pollticlans do In offlceiieecssncen

The average person can get nowhere
by talking to pubifc officlals.eecccccse

The average clitl!zen has conslderable
Influence on pOlH’!CS...................

The average person has much to say
about running local government..eceeeececece

People Ilke me have much to say
about government,.ceceessesscccccccscsns

The average person has a great deal
of Influence on government declslons....

The government [s generally
responsive to public opinfon..ccecececcss

! am usually lnféresfed In local
elec*[ons.....I..'......'...lD........I.

By ftaking an actlive part In polltical
and soclatl affalrs the peopte can
control world affalrS.eececescecscceccsess

Taking everything into account,
the world Is getting betterieeeecececess

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

1 2 3
1 2 3
1 2 3
1 2 3
1 2 3
1 2 3
1 2 3
1 2 3
1 2 3



23,
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Here are some things the government might do for the economy.
one number for each questfon to show which actfon you would favor and

which you would oppose.

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.

Strongly favor

Favor

Nelther favor nor oppose
Oppose

Strongty oppose

Contro! of wages by leg!siation.eeeececes
Control of prices by leglisliation.eeeees.

Cuts In government spend!ng....;........

Government flnancing of projects to

create New jODS.ececccecssscsecssccncncs

Less government regulatlon of busliness..

Support for industry to develop new

products and techno!logy.seececesccscccanss

Supporting declining Industries

TO prOTeCT Jobs.ooo...ooooo.ooaooooooooo

Reducing the work week to create

more Jobs..wooooo.ooooooooooooo....oooo.

Clrcle

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

1

1

2

2

4

4

5

5
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24. Llsted below are varlous areas of government spending. Please Indicate
whether you would l1ke to see more or less government spending for each
area. Remember that |f you say "much more", I+ might require ¥ax
Increase to pay for It.

1. Spend much more

2. Spend more

3. Spend the same as now

4, Spend less

5. Send much less

8. Can't choose

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER
A. The environment.ceiiseeceessssesscacacsse 1 2 3 4 5 8
B. Hea'fh............'....l..."........... 1 2 3 4 5 8
C. The pollce and law enforcement..ceeeeees | 2 3 4 5 8
D. Educat!on,..ececessseccccocscessssssaccse | 2 3 4 5 8
E. The mliiltary and defens€sceceseescsccceee | 2 3 4 5 8
F. Retlrement beneflts..ceceeeceescesscsoces | 2 3 4 5 8
G. Unemployment benefitS.csescescveccscoces | 2 3 4 5 8
H. Culture and the artS.ceececccccecssccces | 2 3 4 5 8
25. Do you conslder the amount of federa! Income tax that members of your

household have to pay Is . . .
Much 100 higheeeeecoscecoossccsossssssorosccsssccsnssal
TOO Nlgheseeecosossesssssssscscsscsssssasscsscnsssssoeal
AbOUT rIghT..eeaeesasssssonsossasssocnsersssacsssanseld
TOO OWeeseosooasoscsssssancsssssssssssscassssssensced
MUCh TOO 1OW.sesosecusssccososacssccccssosvsscassssced
Can't ChOOSEiceecesssosassscersscssssscnsscsosnssssncosasd

DOeS HOT app'y....oo....................o.........o.9



26.

Do you conslder the amount of tax that business and Industry have to pay

Is ¢ o &
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Much too hlgh.......................f...............1
TOO higheseeeeeccccrssosnsssssssccscscccccsccccccccnscsel
AboUT FIghT.eeeeeceesoossscsccccccscssssssscsccnsocssl
TOO lOWesoeesseecscssssssssscscscssssssscsscsssssccstd
Much too Iow;.......................................5

Can'T ChOOSe........................................8

27.

If the government had to choose between keeping down Inflatlon or
keeping down unemployment to which do you think It should glve highest

priority?

Keep’ng down !ﬁf'aTlOn................-.......o.....1
Keep!ng dOWn unemploymenTooooooooo0........;.....0..2

Can'T ChOOSG..........................o...-........os

28.

Do you think that labor unfons fn this country have too much power
too | {tt+ie power?

Far ToO MUCh POWEr.secececesessccccccscsccasscccsscscnasl
TOO MUCh POWEIMeeeeesssoosssssscssscsscscsssscssssnesl
About The right amount oOf poOWer..ceeeccccccssccsscossl
Too I1tTle pPOWEreeececocecsccscsssscssssscssecscssessd
Far too |1ttle power..cececececceccccccccscscscscscnsed

Can'T Choose..o.........oooooooooo-oooooo.oooo.ooooos

or



29.

How about bus!ness and Industry, does [t have too much power or too

t1+tle power?

-18=-

Far toO mMUCh pOWer.ceeeessscccesosccesssscssccsscssonsl
TOO MUCh POWEIMeeeeesoeescccscacssssssscssscsssnnsosseel
About the right amount oOf pOWEr.eceeeeccsscscssssssnsl
Too l1tTle pOWereeeesvsesssssssssscssssssscsssssccncssd
Far too |Ittle power................................5

Can'T Chooseoocoooooooooooo...0000.00..0000..0..00008

30.

And what about the federal! government, does It have too much power
too lIttle power?

Far tOO mUCh pOWer..cceeccescccccscssccccsscsssscssssasl
TOO MUCh POWEIeeesesessssscssssssssscssssssesscssscsl
About the right aﬁounf Of POWeI s eescecccsscssssssccssl
Too {1tTle pPOWereveeeacecessososcscscscscscsccnsaseed
Far Too Ilttle power.ccececesoscocssocsscossnssnsnsssd

No+ sure......coooccoccooooo........00000000000000008

or

31.

What do you think the government's role In each of these Industries

should be.

1. Own the Industry

2. Regulate 1ts prices and
proflts but not own It

3, Nelther own It nor regulate
I+s prices and proflts

4, Can't choose

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. Electric power.ceeeersecceevscessssnasone 1 2 3 8
B. Local mass ftransportation.eeceseescssess 1 2 3 8
C. The steel 1nduSTrYeeeeeseoeosscososovsses 1 2 3 8
D. BankIng and INSuranCe..eeeseseccossccces 1 2 3 8

E. The automoblie Industrye.eceecececcccccscces 1 2 3 8
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32. On the whole, do you think It should or should not be the government's
responsiblility Yo . . .

1. Deflinltely should be
2. Probably should be

3. Probably should not be
4, Definltely should not be

5. Can't choose

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. Provide a job for everyone who
wan+s one.................ll............ ] 2 3 4 8

B. Keep prices under control.eeesesscecscees 1 2 3 4 8
C. Provide health care for the slickeeosooss 1 2 3 4 8

D. Provlde a decent standard of |Iving
for The Oldeceeecceccescsscscscosscccscsns 1 2 3 4 ° 8

E. Provlde a decent standard of tlving
fOI" The unemp'oyed.....-o.-oooooooooooo. 1 2 3 4 8






