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GENERAL SOCIAL SURVEY
- CONF I DENT I AL

In this part of the survey we are interested in your opinions about politics,
social issues and other things that affect our way of life in America.

We would like you to fill out this questionnaire on your own using a pencil.
When you are finished please return the questionnaire to our interviewer.

HOW TO FILL OUT THIS QUESTIONNAIRE

To answer most questions you need only circle a number. Here are two
examples:

Example A:
Do you think the government is doing a good jqb or a poor job?
A very good jobessescscscocessl
A fairly good jobeseeccescsccse?
A POOr jODaeeseeeccecesccacoaneld
-A very poor Job;Q..;........;.4

(IF YOU THINK THE GOVERNMENT IS DOING A "FAIRLY GOOD JOB, CIRCLE "2",
CIRCLE ONE ANSWER ONLY). ' ) . o

Example B:

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH STATEMENT)

1. Sfrongly agree

2. Agree

3. Neither agree nor disagree
4. Disagree

5. Strongly disagree

CIRCLE A NUMBER

IT is difficult to raise chiidreN.eeesesecces 1 2 3 4 5

A woman should devote aimost all
her time to her fami|y...oooo.noo'cootoo-ooo. 1 2 3 4 5

(YOU WOULD CIRCLE "™i" i{F YOU STRONGLY AGREE WITH THE FIRST STATEMENT,
AND "4" |F YOU "DISAGREE"™ WITH THE SECOND STATEMENT).

* * * * *’ * * * * * * *

PLEASE READ EACH QUESTION CAREFULLY, REMEMBER THERE ARE NO RIGHT OR
WRONG ANSWERS~-WE JUST WANT TO KNOW YOUR OWN PERSONAL OPINION.



DECK 15

1. A. Suppose a newspaper got hold of confidential government papers about
defense plans and wanted to publish them,

Should the newspaper be allowed to publish the papers?.eee.!
or

Shouid the government have the power to
prevenf pub‘ica*ion?..0'.'0....0.....l................0.'..2

07/

Can'f Choose................I............'.................‘8

B. Now suppose the confidential government papers were about economic
plans.

Should the newspaper be allowed to publish the papers?eeess!
or
08/

Should the government have the power to
prevenf publiCa?ion?..........l.I.............'......'..I...z

Can'* choose........‘.‘.'...'...'.........O.........'......a

2. In general, would you say that people should obey the law without
exception, or are there exceptional occasions on which peopie should
follow their consciences even if it means breaking the law?

(CIRCLE ONE ANSWER)

Obey the law without exceptionssssecscsscscsssccccccccnsesel
Follow CONSCience On OCCASiONSieeasasasssssccsccscssscasesel 09/

Can"f ChOOSE eeecccasnssnscascssnsesssosssscsccscscsscsnsassossned




,/\\

DECK 15

There are many ways people or organlzatlons can protest agalnst a
government actlion they strongly oppose.

Please show which you think should be altowed and which shoufd not be
allowed by circling a number after each question.

A.

Fe

1. Deflnlitely allowed
2. Probably allowed

3. Probably not aflowed
4, Deflinitely not atlowed

8. Can't choose

Organlzing public meetings to ,
protest agalnst the government....eesess

Publishing pamphlets to protest
agalnst the government..cceecvecescesscss

Organlzing protest marches
and demonstrationNSecseerssvsccenesssnsancs

Occupylng a government offlice and
stopping work there for several dayS....

Serlousty damagling government

bu"d,ngs'....IOOIOCOD'l.‘.l....."'.....

Organlizing a natlonwlde strlike of
all workers against the governmenteeesss

PLEASE CIRCLE A NWBER

10/

11/

12/

13/

14/

15/




DECK 15

There are some people whose views are considered extreme by the
majority.

First, conslider people who want to overthrow the government by
revolutlion. ‘

1. Deflinltely allowed
2., Probably allowed

3. Probably not allowed
4, Definltely not allowed

8. Can't choose

Please clrcle a number after each questlion
to show !f you think such people should be
allowed to ., . .

' » \\4

PLEASE CIRCLE A NWBER

A. Hold public meetings to express

The‘r v’ews..’....‘..O.'...'............. 1 2 3 4 8 16/
B.  Teach 18 year olds In schoO!S.eeeesssces 1 2 3 4 8 17/
C. Publlish books expressing thelr views.... 1 2 3 4 8 18/

Second, consider people who belleve that whites are raclally superlor to
all other races,

1. DeflInftely allowed
2. Probably allowed

3, Probably not alltowed
4, Definlitely not allowed

8, Can't choose

Clrcle a number after each questlon to show {f
you think such people should be allowed to . . .

V
PLEASE CIRCLE A NWMBER

A. Hold public meetings to express
‘f‘he“" V'eWS.t-.-‘..o"l-n-.oouobooo-o.oo- 1 2 3 4 8 19/

B. Teach 15 year olds In sChOo!S.eeeesssess 1 2 3 4 8 20/

C. Publlsh books expressing thelr views.... 1 2 3 4 8 21/



6. Suppose the pollce get an anonymous tIp that a man w!th a tong crimlinal

record Is planning to break Into a warehouse,

1. Definlitely allowed
. Probably allowed

DECK 15

2

3., Probably not allowed
4, Deflnltely not allowed
8

. Can't choose

Please clrcle a number for each questlon
to show If you think polfice should be
allowed wlthout a court order to . . .

\'%

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUWMBER

A. Keep the man under survelllanc@..esecees 1 2 3 4 8 22/
B- Tap h{s -’-e'ephoneoco..n..o.-c..n....-noo 1 2 3 4 8 23/
C. Open h‘s ma,'.....l......Cl.......l....l 1 2 3 4 8 24/
D. Detaln the man overnight
fOf‘ qUeST!On’ngoooo--o~oo.o.ooooo.ooo.oo 1 2 3 4 8 25/
7. Now, suppose the tip Is about a man without a crimina! record.

1. Deflinitely allowed

2, Probably allowed

3, Probably not allowed

4, Definitely not allowed

8. Can't choose
Please clrcle a number for each question
to show If you think police should be
allowed without a court order fo . . . VV

PLEASE CIRCLE A NWMBER
A. Keep the man under survelllance.ceeeesss T 2 3 4 8 26/
Bo Tap hxs Te'ephoneoooooooonoc-ono-o-oo.o- 1 2 3 4 8 27/
C. Open h‘s ma{'Dl...l....OI..".....".‘;. 1 2 3 4 8 28/
D. Detaln the man overnight
for ques‘r!onsng.............l'....'..... 1 2 3 4 8 29/
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8. All systems of justice make mistakes, but which do you think is worse?
To convict an innocent berson.....................1
or
30/
To let a guilty person go fre€.ceccsccssccscccccnss?
Can'T Choose-ooo..ooo.onou.ooo-o.oo-'000000000.0008
9. The federal government has a lot of different pieces of information
about people which computers can bring together very quickly.
Is this . « . -
A very serious Tthreat fo individual privacyeeeesssl
A fairly serious threatessececcesescssesssscsscessse?
: 31/
NOTa Serious Threa‘f..QQ.......‘..........l.'l....S
Not a threat at all to individual privacyeesesssesd
Can'T Choose..‘.......‘.l...l.................OOIQS
10. Some people think those with high incomes should pay a larger proportion
(percentage) of their earnings in taxes than those who earn low
incomes. Other people think that those with high incomes and those with
low incomes should pay the same proportion (percentage) of their
earnings in taxes. '
Do you think those with high incomes should . « .
Pay a much {arger proportiONecececsscssscssesascssel
Paya Iarger proporTion.....................l.....z
32/

Pay the same proportion as those who earn

Iow inCOmeS.............I...‘..........l..........3
Pay a Smaller proporTionl....................'....4
Pay a much smaller proportioNescesccecsssssscssenss)d

Can"" choose.Ql.o0'0o..o‘Qoot.o.000.0..-0.0..0...08
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11. What Is your opinfon of the followlng statement?

1t s the respons!bllity of the government to reduce the dlfferences in
Income between people w!th high Incomes and those with low Incomes.

Agree STrongly......l.l...'l........‘............l‘

AgreeOOOOOOOOOOO..lll'.....0..................'...2

Ne!Ther agl"ee nor d!Sagr‘ee..............-.........3 33/

Dlsagreeooooooo.ooo..ot..'0..0.0..0.0000.00.0-.00.4

D!Sagree SfrongIy.l.tlcoo0.00000.00010000000-000005

12. Please Indlcate whether you agree or dlsagree with each of the followlng
statements,

1. Agree strongly
i ' 2. Agree

3. Nelther agree nor dlsagree

4, Dlsagree

o 5. Dlsagree strongly

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

: A. A person whose parents are rlich
| has a better chance of earning a
! lot of money than a person whose
PArents Are POOr..cececesscccssscsscscsse 1 2 3 4 5 34/

B. A person whose father Is a profes-
slonal has a much better chance
of getting ahead In Iife than a
person whose father Is a factory
WOrKEr eosssesssvassasasscssscnsssecsassee 1 2 3 4 5 35/

C. In Amerlca what you achleve In
I{fe depends largely on your
fam{'y background....l......l.........’. ] 2 3 4 5 36/
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Would you say that opportunitlies for a college education are, In
general, better or worse, for women than for men?

Much better for WOmMeN..ceessesssssssssansccscccssasl
Better for womeN...ceeeseseecssccccsssscncscccscssl
No dlfferenCeeisieeessesssscessssoccsssssssccsccsness
Worse for WOMEeN.eeecssesccessssosssscsassssccssosed
Much worse fOr WOMEN..sseeessssssssrssacsssosassesd

Can'T Choosetouoocoa...l.oo.o.ot'ot.-.n.ooo.oocooos

37/

How about job opportunitles for women -~ do you think they are, In
general, better or worse than job opportunities for men with similar
educatlon and experience?

Much better for WOmMeN...ceesssacsssessssssasesssesl
Better for womeN.ie.eeeceessssescecscsacsonssssesnsl
NO dlfferenCeecesceessssssscsccsscssssssssssccsoncel
Worse for WOMEN..cseceessscsscecnssescoscssccccncnsed
Much worse fOr WOMEN..eeeseesssesasssssscssssssssed

Can'+ Chooseo..Dcootot.Dtooo.on.oo.--ooloo...o..o.B

15.

And how about !ncome and wages--compared with men who have similar
educatlion and jobs--are women In general pald better or worse than men?

Women are pald much beTTer.....................,..1
Women are pald bettereieeeesccssecsscsassssscansssse?
No difference.iececececscccecesscesassscossacncseel
Women are pald WOI'S€.eeeessseeessscsssscsascassnsned
Women are pald mUCh WOrSE€..ceeessccsascsscesscnncel

Can'+ Choose...0.o.O‘..l.oo.oo...ono.o-o.rooo..oo.g

38/

39/
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Here are three things the government might do.
of them wnhile other people are against them,

for each statement to show how you feel,

1. Strongly in faver of
2. In favor of
3. Neither in favor of nor against |

4. Against

5. Strongly against

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

The government should increase
opportunities for women in business
and indus‘rry...."iitcl.....l......l.... 1

The government should increase
opportunities for women to go to

COIIege.-.....l..-.0.!.0..0.'!..0...‘.'. ]

Women should be given preferential
treatment when applying for jobs
OF PromOTiONSeeeeessssesssscessscscscncs 1

DECK 15

Some people are in favor
Please circle one number

40/

41/

42/
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And now a few guestlions about educatlion:

17. Here are some things that might be taught In school. How Important fs
1t that schools teach each of these to 15 year olds?
1. Essentlal, must be taught
2. Very Important
3. Ffalrly Important
4, Not very Important
5. Not needed, should not be taught
8. Can't choose
PLEASE CIRCLE A NIMBER
A. Reading writing, and mathematicS.cessses 1 2 3 4 5 8
B' Sex eduCaT‘on.....'..................... 1 2 3 4 5 8
C. Respect for authority.seceecssscecennnes 1 2 3 4 5 8
D. History, ilterature, and the artseeecees 1 2 3 4 5 8
E. Ablllty to make one's own judgments..... 1 2 3 4 5 8
F. \Job Tratn‘ng.‘.'.........l..'.l.o....... 1 - 2 3 4 5 8
G. Sclence and TechnologYeeeesseveessosonss 1 2 3 4 5 8
He Concern for minorities and the poor..... 1 2 3 4 5 8
le Dlsclplline and order!INeSSeseasecessssces 1 2 3 4 5 8
18. How do you fee! about opportunitles for young people to go to college.

Should opportunities be . . .
Increased @ 10tesececsseosccsscsvossssnscessacscnssal
Increased a 11Ttle.ceesencccecsnosnncscccscsscscnssssl
Kept the Same 8S NOWessesesssessscscsscsnscosssssssel
Reduced @ I1ttle,ceeeececssscccnccnessscccssnssssessd
Reduced @ 10tTeessesoesoscescsscecsascscrsassssscsssessad

Can"t’ ChOOSe.-....o-.o..-.oo.-..........-.......o...s

43/
b4/
45/
46/
47/
48/
49/
50/

51/

52/
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Some pecple think the government should provide financial assistance to
college students., Others Think the government should not provide such
aid. In each of the circumstances |isted below should the government
provide grants that would not have to be paid back, provide loans which
the student would have to pay back, or should the government not provide

any financial assistance?

1« Government should give grants

2. Government should make loans

3. No government assistance

8. Can't choose

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. For students whose parents have
a IOW income O 8 5 05 009 808 e s OORNOSRTEERTESERNIOSEDSOODN ] 2 3 8

B. For students who have outstanding
grades in high sChOOlessessessscsscansss ] 2 3 8

C. For students who have average grades
and middie income parentSeececccsscsscsea 1 2 3 8

53/

54/

55/
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Sometimes public authorities Intervene wlth parents In ralsing thelr

chlldren,

and hls or her parents.

Please Indlcate In each of the following cases how far you
think public authorities should go in dealing with a 10 year old child

Public authorles should . . .

1. Take no action

. Glve warnings or counselling

. Can't choose

2
3. Take the chlld from !ts parents
8

The chlld uses drugs and the parents
don't do anythlng about Tt.eieeeececeesns

The chlld frequently skips schoo! and the
parents don't do anything about ltessees

The parents regutarly lfet the chlid
stay out late at night wlthout knowling
where the Ch"d ‘Sn...a.ooc..ooo-o.o.o‘-n

The parents fall to provide the ch!ld
with proper food and clothingeeesseessas

The parents regutarty beat the child....

The parents refuse essentlal medlical
treatment for the chlld because of
thelr rellglous bellefSiieiersecesosnoonas

The parents refuse to send thelr
chtld to schoo! because they wish
to educate the chlld at homesceesvsscosse

The parents allow the chlld to watch
viotent or pornographlc flims..cieveeces

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUWBER

56/

57/

58/

59/

60/

61/

62/

63/
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you think That + « « «

1. Agree strongly

2. Agree

3. Neither agree nor disagree
4, Disagree

5. Disagree strongly

The wearing of seat belts in cars
should be required by laweesveceasencone

Smoking in public places should
be prohibi"'ed by Iaw....‘......l........

All employees should be required
Yo retire at an age set by laWeeeoseaoes

DECK 15

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER
1 2 3 4 5 64/
1 2 3 4 5 65/

12 3 4 5 66/
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Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with each of the following

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

statements.
1. Agree
2., Disagree ‘
8. Can't choose \,/
A. The public has little control over

B.

C.

what politicians do in offiCCesncscocees

The average person can get nowhere
by talking fto public officiaiSeecsesccas

The average citizen has considerable
influence on politiCSeeecccenscsscescssns

The average person has much to say
about running local governmente.cscecess

People |ike me have much to say
about governmenT.cescessssccescsccccases

The average person has a great deal
of influence on government decisionS..e.

The government is generally
responsive to public opinioNesescesccecs

| am usually interested in local

eIeCTiOnSoo.0...o.cu-.ooo...o..co.....0.

By taking an active part in political
and social affairs the people can
control world affairScieececeessceccscscsne

Taking everything into account,
The world is getting betterceceescscecse

1 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8

67/

68/

69/

70/

71/

72/

73/

74/

75/

76/
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Here are some thlngs the government might do for the economy.
one number for each actlon to show whether you are In favor of It or
agalinst 1+,

E.

Fe

G.

He.

1. Strongly In favor of

2. In favor of

4, Agalnst

5. Strongly agalnst

3. Nefther In favor of nor agalnst

Control of wages by tegistation.ceseseee
Control of prices by fteglslation.ieesecee
Cuts In government spendingesesecessenss

Government financing of projects to
Crea‘re new J.ObS.....‘..0..'...0....0....

Less government regulation of business..

Support for !ndustry to develop new
products and technologyesseececesssseens

Supporting declining Industrlies
1.0 pro‘rec"’ Jobs-..lll'........‘l..l....'

Reducing the work week 1o create
more jObs....Q...'ll....‘..l...l........

BEGIN DECK 16

Circle

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

1 2 3
1 2 3
1 2 3
1 2 3
1 2 3
1 2 3
1 2 3
1 2 3

a4

4

07/
08/

09/

10/

11/

12/

13/

14/
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24, Llsted below are varlous areas of government spending. Please Indlcate
whether you would Ilke to see more or less government spending !n each
area, Remember that If you say "much more", It might require a tax
Increase to pay for It.

1. Spend much more

2. Spend more

3. Spend the same as now

4, Spend less

5. Spend much less -

8. Can't choose

v
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER
A. Theenv{ronmen-rl...‘....l...........'...1 2 3 4 5 8 15/
B. Hea'Th.Q...............Ql............‘..1 2 3 4 5 8 16/
C. The pollice and law enforcement.ceceesses |1 2 3 4 5 8 17/
D. Educa.f‘on....‘..0.......0..l....l.."...1 2 3 4 5 8 18/
E. The milltary and defense.eeeseseceessees 1 2 3 4 5 8 19/
Fo Retirement benef!tSeseeeeccccssccccscsss | 2 3 4 5 8 20/
G. Unemployment benefltS..eeeeeeaceseseeeess I 2 3 4 5 8 21/
He Culture and the artS.eiesessseccssssssss 1 2 3 4 5 8 22/
25, Do you conslder the amount of federal Income tax that your household has

to pay 1s . . .
Much 100 higheeeesseceeesssssseccssesscccsosssnsesasl
TOO hlghueeeeossocsssoscsnsssssesssssssssssssssssssnel
About right.eeeeeecececccccscsossnssesscscscsccassssel
TOO |OWieseeasnsonnsnsecscsscssosnsssssscsccccscnccesd
Much TOO lOWeesesessosscccvcososssscscocssossssssens)
Can't ChOOS@eciscacsscossconsessscscssossnsssscnsssensd

DoeS nO'f' app!y...v..l.........OI.....0..‘......--...09

23/



26.
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Do you consider the amount of tax tThat business and industry have To pay
is too high or ftoo low?

MUCh TOO highonoo.o.oooi.noQQJ-Q-ooo.o.ob..oo‘o.ooo.]

TOO highoownooo00oon.Qu.o-.00.00.00..-0000'00000000.2

AbOUT righf.ooo.non...'.....0..--.0.0.00000000.000003
24/

TOO IOW..........QQQ.ooooco...ooo..o.l.o....oo.aoubo4
MUCh TOO low.oooo.'..00l0.l....0.l....'oo....o.oooons

Can'T choosecc.ott....u.oo...o-lool..0-.0000.0000'008

27.

If the government had to choose between keeping down inflation or
keeping down unemployment to which do you think it should give highest
priority?

Keeping down inf‘aTion...O........'...........‘....I1
Keeping down unemployment.eeeeevecssssessscossccsscesel

25/

Can'T choose'o.ot.tco.o..........o..t....o.oc.o..o..8

28.

Do you think that labor unions in this country have too much power or
too little power?

Far 1to0 MUCh pPOWEIr .ssesceesevsssssossscscsscsassasnassl
Too mﬁch POWEl ¢ eeesossssssascsssssosscssscscssoscssseel
About the right amount Of pPOWersceeeccosscsccsccaseed ‘ 26/
Too little pbwer.;..................................4
Far too jiTTIe‘power.......,........................5

Can't Chooseo.colttOo0-...-1...0..0.-...0..0...o.'.'8
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29. How about business and industry, do they have too much power or foo
little power?

Far 10O mMUCh pOWer..secescccsssecesccscscecosaccascsl
TOO MUCh POWEr aeeesssescessesscssssssssscoscsnnscsssel
About the right amount oOf pPOWEreseessscsccscsssnscesl
Too little pOWereeeesssscssesccssscscassssscccansnesd
Far too little poOWer.sseesscesscesscscccssonscsnssns)

Can'T Choose.c0.0.IOOC.Qa.o.‘..io.;oo00000000000000.8

DECK 16

27/

30. And what about the federal government, does it have too much power

Too little power?

Far TOO MUCh POWEIreeecscseveccscscscscssssscacsssassasl
TOO MUCh POWEIr eseeesesssscccsscncncsccscsscsossncsanssesel
About the right amount of pOWere.ecescocscecccscaseeld
Too little power................7...................4
Far oo little powereeecesececssocsacscsosscsacnscsncss)

Can'T Choosecoololcolo.o.....oto...000001-00.00.0.0.8

or

28/

31. What do you think the government'!s role in each of these industries

should be.

1« Own it

2, Control prices and
profits but not own it

3, Neither own it nor contfrol
its prices and profits

8. Can't choose

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

Ao E'eCTriC powercoco..coc.00.0...00'..'..0 1 2 3 8

B. Local mass transportatiONececceccsesscoses i 2 3 8

C. The steel industryecececcessccccoccnscscs 1 2 3 8

D. Banking and iNnSUraNCEeceecsscccsssssssces 1 2 3 8

E. The automobile industryececcccssssscesse 1 2 3 8

29/

30/
31/
32/

33/
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32. On the whole, do you think It should or should not be the government's
responsibliiity to . . . '

1. Definitely should be

2. Probably should be

3, Probably should not be
4, Definltely should not be
8. Can't choose '

PLEASE CIRCLE A NWMBER

A. Provide a job for everyone who

wanfs one............’....'..........." 1 2 3 4 8 34/
B. Keep prices under control.eececssscessss 1 2 3 4 8 35/

C. Provide health care for the S!CKeseesese 1 2 3 4 -8 36/

D. Provide a decent standard of 1lving
for the Oldecessessececcssssessscscesesse 1 2 3 4 8 - 37/

E. Provide industry with the help 1t
. needs to grOWesoeesosscoscnscscnccsccncsce 1 2 3 4 8 38/

F. Provlde a decent standard of |lving
for the unemployedesecssseccossscscesess 1 2 3 4 8 39/

G. Reduce !néome differences between the
r,Ch and poor.O'.............0.......... 1 2 .3 4 8 40/

33, Do your or your spouse belong to a labor union?
YeS, | dOececcossvccccccrocccse 1
Yes, my spouse dO€S.ssecsescscs 2
Yes, we both belonGeeseeosesces 3 | 41/

No, nelther of us belongececess 4




