
lntematlonal Self-Administered Questionnaire

NORC

01-06/

NORC
5199
1/85

BEr·IN DECK 15

G88
AMERIC~S

SOCIAL
SURVEY

Case Number

\. .
r .-,

f",.

TO BE USED ONLY

WITH SCIENTlF1CALLY
SELECTED RESPONDENT

University of Chicago

CONFIDENTIAL'

(
,"..

"



(

-1-

GENERAL SOC I AL SURVEY

. CONF IDENT IAL

In this part of the survey we are interested in your opinions about pol itics,
social issues and other things that affect our way of life in America.

We would I ike you to fill out this questionnaire on your own using a penci I.
When you are finished please return the questionnaire to our interviewer.

HOW TO FILL OUT THIS QUESTIONNAIRE

To answer most questions you need only circle a number. Here are two
examples:

Examp Ie A:

Do you think the government is doing a good job or a poor job?

A very good job••••••••••••••• 1

A fairly good job••••••••••••• 2

A poor job•••••••••••••••••••• 3

A very poor job ••••••••••••••• 4

(IF YOU THINK THE GOVERNMENT IS DOING A IIFAIRLY GOOD JOB, CIRCLE 112",
CIRCLE ONE ANSWER ONLY).

Example B:

Do you agree or disagree with the fol lowing state~ents?

(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH STATEMENT)

1• Strong Iy agree

2. Agree

3. Neither agree nor disagree

4. Disagree

5. Strongly disagree
\1

CIRCLE A NUMBER

It is difficult to raise chi Idren •••••••••••

A woman should devote almost al I
her time to her fam i Iy••.••••••••••••••••••••

2 3

2 3

4 5

4 5

(YOU WOULD CIRCLE 111 11 IF YOU STRONGLY AGREE WITH THE FIRST STATEMENT,
AND II 411 IF YOU liD ISAGREEII WITH THE SECOND STATEMENT).

* * * * * * * * * * *
( PLEASE READ EACH QUESTION CAREFULLY, REMEMBER THERE ARE NO RIGHT OR

WRONG ANSWERS--WE JUST WANT TO KNOW YOUR OWN PERSONAL OPINION.
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1. A. Suppose a newspaper got hold of confidential government papers about
defense plans and wanted to publish them.

Should the newspaper be al lowed to publ ish the papers? •••• l

or

Should the government have the power to
prevent publication? ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••2

Can't choose ••••• -e •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• e_e 8

B. Now suppose the confidential government papers were about economic
plans.

Should the newspaper be al lowed to publ ish the papers? •••• l

or

Should the government have the power to
prevent publ ication? ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••2

Can't choose ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

2. In general, would you say that people should obey the law without
exception, or are there exceptional occasions on which people should
follow their consciences even if it means breaking the law?
(CIRCLE ONE ANSWER)

Obey the law without exception ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Follow conscience on occasions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

Can't choose •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

07/

081

09/
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3. There are many ways people or organIzatIons can protest agaInst a
government actIon they strongly oppose.

Please show whIch you thInk should be al lowed and whIch should not be
al lowed by cIrclIng a number after each que s t lon ,

1. DefInItely al lowed

2. Probably al lowed

3. Probably not at lowed

4. DefInItely not allowed

8. Can't choose
\/

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

(

A. OrganTzTng publIc meetIngs to
protest agaInst the government ••••••••••

B. PublTshlng pamphlets to protest
agatnst the government ••••••••••••••••••

C. Organlzlng protest marches
and demonstratIons ••••••••••••••••••••••

D. OccupyIng a government offIce and
stoppIng work there for several days ••••

E. SerIously damagIng government
bufldTngs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

F. Organlztng a natIonwIde strIke of
al I workers agaInst the government ••••••

2

2

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

4

4

8

8

8

8

8

8

10/

11/

12/

13/

14/

15/
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4. There are some people whose vfews are consfdered extreme by the
major fty.

Ffrst, consfder people who want to overthrow the government by
revolutIon.

1. Deffnftely al lowed

2. Probably al lowed

3. Probably not al lowed

4. Deffnttely not al lowed

8. Can't choose

Please cfrcle a number after each questfon
to show ff you thInk such peo~should be
a I' owed to ••• \/

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. Hold publ fc meetfngs to express
theIr vIews .............................. 2 3 4 8

B•. Teach 18 year olds fn schools ••••••••••• 2 3 4 8

c. Publ Ish books expressfng thefr vfews •••• 2 3 4 8

16/

17/

lR/

5. Second, cons l der people who bel feve that whftes are racIally superfor to
al I other races.

1. Deflnftely al lowed

2. Probably al lowed

3. Probably not al lowed

4. Deffnltely not al lowed

8. Can't choose

\/
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

CIrcle a number after each Questfon to show If
you thfnk such people should be al lowed to •

A. Hold publ fc meetfngs to express
theIr vrews ••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 8

B. Teach 15 year o ld s fn schools ••••••••••• 2 3 4 8

C. Pub It sh books expresstng thetr vtews •••• 2 3 4 8

19(

20/

21/
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6. Suppose the pol Ice get an anonymous tIp that a man wIth a long crImInal
record Is plannIng to break Into a warehouse.

1• De t In Ite Iy a I lowed

2. Probably al lowed

3. Probably not at lowed

4. DefInItely not al lowed

8. Can't choose

Please cIrcle a number for each questIon
to show If you thInk pol Ice should be
a l l owed wIthout a court order to . . ~

\/
PLEASE CIRCLE A NlJv1BER

A. Keep the man under surveIllance••••••••• 2 3 4 8 22/

B. Tap hIs telephone••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 8 23/

C. Open h t 5 rna t , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 8 24/

D. DetaIn the man overnIght
for questIonIng ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 8 25/

7. Now, suppose the tIp Is about a man wIthout a crImInal record.

1. DefInItely al lowed

2. Probably at lowed

3. Probably not al lowed

4. DefInItely not al lowed

8. Can't choose

Please clrcle a number for each questlon
to show If you th Ink pol lee should be
a I lowed wIthout a court order to . . . \/

PLEASE CIRCLE A NlJv1BER

A. Keep the man under surveIl lance ••••••••• 2 3 4 8 26/

B. Tap hIs telephone ••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 8 27/

C. Open h t 5 rna t I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 8 28/

D. DetaIn the man overnIght
( for Questlonlng ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 8 29/
I,
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8. All systems of justice make mistakes, but which do you think is worse?

To convict an innocent person ••••••••••••••••••••• l

or

To let a gui Ity person go free •••••••••••••••••••• 2

Can't choose •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

9. The federal government has a lot of different pieces of information
about people which computers can bring together very quickly.
Is this •••

A very serious threat to individual privacy ••••••• l

A fairly serious threat ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

Not a serious threat •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Not a threat at al I to individual privacy ••••••••• 4

Can't choose •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

DECK 15

30/

31/

10. Some people think those with high incomes should pay a larger proportion
(percentage) of their earnings in taxes than those who earn low
incomes. Other people think that those with high incomes and those with
low incomes should pay the same proportion (percentage) of their
earnings in taxes.

Do you think those with high incomes should •••

Pay a much larger proportion •••••••••••••••••••••• l

Pay a larger proportion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2
32/

Pay the same proportion as those who earn
low incomes ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Pay a sma I Ier proport ion •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Pay a much smaller proportion ••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8



\/
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

(~

\
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11. What Is your opInIon of the follow1ng statement?

It 15 the respons!bll1ty of the govern~ent to reduce the dlfferences ln
lncome between people wIth hIgh lncomes and those wlth 10w Incomes.

Agree strongly •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l

Ag ree ..•...•.......•.•••...•.•.............•...... 2

Nelther agree nor dlsagree •••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Dtsagree •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Dtsagree strongly •••••••••••••••••••.••..•.••••••• 5

12. Please lndlcate whether you agree or dlsagree wlth each of the followlng
statements.

1. Agree strongly

2. Agree

3. Nelther agree nor dlsagree ~--------~

4. Dlsagree

5. Dlsagree strongly

33/

A. A person whose parents are rlch
has a better chance of earnlng a
lot of money than a person whose
parents are poor ••••••••••••••••••••••••

B. A person whose father Is a profes­
slonal has a much better chance
of gettlng ahead ln lIfe than a
person whose father ls a factory
war ker ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

C. In Amerlca what you achleve ln
11fe depends largely on your
faml/y background •••••••••••••••••••••••

2

2

2

3

3

3

4

4

4

5

5

5

34/

35/

36/
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13. Would you say that opportunItIes for a col lege educatIon are, In
general, better or worse, for women than for men?

Much better for women ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Better for women •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

No dJfference ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Worse for women ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Much worse for women •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

14. How about job opportunftfes for women -- do you thfnk they are, fn
general, better or worse than job opportunftfes for men wfth sImIlar
educatfon and experfence?

Much better for women ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Better for women •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

No d Jfference ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Worse for women ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

~~uch worse for women •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

15. And how about Income and wages--compared wIth men who have sImIlar
educatIon and jobs--are women In general patd better or worse than men?

Women are patd much better •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Women are paId better ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

No dffference ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Women are paId worse •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Women are pard much worse ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·•••••••• 8

17/

38/

39/
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16. Here are three things the government might do. Some people are in favor
of them whi Ie other people are against them. Please circle one number
for each statement to show how you feel.

1• Strongly in favor of

2. In favor of

3. Neither in favor of nor against

4. Aga in st

5. Strongly against \V
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMI:3ER

A. The government should increase
opportunities for women in business
and industry ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

B. The government should increase
opportunities for women to go to
co I lege •••••••••••• $ ••••••••••••••••••••

c. Women should be given preferential
treatment when applying for jobs
or promotions"•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

2

2

2

3

3

3

4

4

4

5

5

5

40/

41/

42/
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And now a few questIons about educatIon:

DECK 1'5

17. Here are some thIngs that mIght be taught In school. How Important Is
It that schools teach each of these to 15 year olds?

1• EssentIal, must be taught

2. Very Important

3. FaIrly Important

4. Not very Important

5. Not needed, should not be taught

8. Can't choose
\j/

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUvlBER

A. ReadIng wrItIng, and mathematIcs •••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 43/

B. Sex educatIon ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 44/

C. Respect for authorIty ••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 45/

D. HIstory, lIterature, and the arts ••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 46/

E. AbIlIty to make one's own judgments ••••• 2 3 4 5 8 47/

F. Job traInIng •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 48/

G. ScIence and technology •••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 49/

H. Concern for mInorItIes and the poor ••••• 2 3 4 5 8 50/

I • DIscIplIne and order I Iness •••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 51/

18. How do you feel about opportunItIes for young people to go to col lege.
Should opportunItIes be •••

Jncreased a fot ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l

lncreased a 11ttle •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

Kept the same as now•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 52/

Reduced a 'tttfe •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Reduced a lot ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•••••• 8
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19. Some people think the government should provide financial assistance to
col lege students. Others think the government should not provide such
aid. In each of the circuMstances I isted below should the government
provide grants that would not have to be paid back, provide loans which
the student would have to pay back, or should the government not provide
any financial assistance?

1. Government should give grants

2. Government should make loans

3. No government assistance

8. Can't choose----------
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. For students whose parents have
a low income ........................... 2 3 8 53/

B. For students who have outstanding
grades in high school ••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 8 54/

C. For students who have average grades
and midd Ie income parents ••••••••••••••• 2 3 8 55/



DECK 15
-12-

20. SometImes publIc authorItIes Intervene wIth parents In raIsIng theIr
chlld~en. Please IndIcate In each of the fol lowIng cases how far you
thInk publIc authorItIes should go In dealIng wIth a 10 year old chIld
and hIs or her parents. PublIc authorles should •••

1• Take no ac t lon

GIve warnIngs or counselIng

Take the chIld from Its parents

2.

3.

8. Can't choose
\V

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. The chIld uses drugs and the parents
don't do anythIng about It ••••••••••••••

B. The chIld frequently skIps schoo! and the
parents don't do anythIng about It ••••••

C. The parents regularly let the chIld
stay out late at nIght wIthout knowIng
where the chIld Is ••••••••••••••••••••~.

D. The parents fall to provIde the chIld
wIth proper food and clothIng •••••••••••

E. The parents regularly beat the chIld ••••

F. The parents refuse essentlal medlcal
treatment for the chlld because of
thelr rellglous bel lefs •••••••••••••••••

G. The parents refuse to send thelr
chlld to school because they wIsh
to educate the chlld at home ••••••••••••

H. The parents al low the chIld to watch
vIolent or pornographIc f l lms•••••••••••

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

56/

57/

58/

59/

flO/

61/

62/

63/
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21. Do you th ink that • • • •

1. Agree strongly

2. Agree

3. Ne ither agree nor disagree 1------_
4. Disagree

5. Disagree strongly

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. The wearing of seat belts in cars
should be required by law ••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5

B. Smoking in publ ic places should
be prohibited by law •••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5

C. All emp loyees should be required
to retire at an age set by law •••••••••• 2 3 4 5

DECK 15

64/

65/

66/
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22. Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with each of the fol lowing
statements.

1. Agree

2. Disagree

8. Can't choose
\v

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. The publ ic has I ittle control over
what pol iticians do in office •••••••••••

B. The average person can get nowhere
by talking to publ ic officials ••••••••••

C. The average citizen has considerable
influence on pol itics •••••••••••••••••••

D. The average person has much to say
about runn ing local government ••••••••••

E. People I ike me have much to say
about government ••••••••••••••••••••••••

F. The average person has a great deal
of influence on government decisions ••••

G. The government is generally
responsive to publ ic opin ion ••••••••••••

H. I am usually interested in local
elections •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

I. By taking an active part in pol itical
and social affairs the people can
control world affairs •••••••••••••••••••

J. Taking everything into account,
the world is getting better •••••••••••••

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

67/

68/

69/

70/

71/

72/

73/

74/

75/

76/
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\/
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

23. Here are some thIngs the government mIght do for the economy. C!rcle
one number for each act!on to show whether you are !n favor of !t or
aga!nst It.

1. St~ong'y!n favor of

2. In favor of

3. Ne!-t-her!n favor of nor agalnstl-----.

4. AgaInst

5. Strongly agaInst

A. Control of wages by leg!slatlon •••••••••

B. Control of prIces by leg!slatlon ••••••••

C. Cuts In government spend!ng •••••••••••••

D. Government f!nanc!ng of projects to
create new jobs •••••••••••••••••••••••••

E. Less government regulat!on of bus!ness ••

F. Support for Indust;y to develop new
products and technology •••••••••••••••••

G. SupportIng declInIng Industr!es
to protect jobs •••••••••••••••••••••••••

H. ReducIng the work week to create
more jobs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

07/

OR!

09/

10/

11/

12/

13/

14/
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24. LIsted below are varIous areas of government spendIng. Please IndIcate
whether you would I Ike to see more or less government spendIng In each
area. Remember that If you say "much more", It mIght requtre a tax
Increase to pay for tt.

1• Spend much more

2. Spend more

3. Spend the same as now

4. Spend less

5. Spend much tess

8. Can't choose
,II

PLEASE CIRCLE A NLMBER

A. The envIronment ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 151

B. Hea f t h•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 161

C. The pol fee and law enforcement •••••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 171

D. EducatIon ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 1131

E. The mI I t tary and defense •••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 191

F. Rettrement benefIts ••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 201

G. Unemployment beneffts ••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 211

H. Culture and the arts •••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5 8 221

25. Do you consIder the amount of federal Income tax that your household has
to pay t s •

r~ uc h too h19 h• e- ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Too htgh •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

About rtght ••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Too 'ow ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Muc h too tow••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '••••••• 5

Can't choose •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

Does not appfy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9

231
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26. Do you consider the amount of tax that business and industry have to pay
is too high or too low?

Much too high •••••••••• ~.~ •••••••••-••••• ~ ••••••••••• l

Too high ••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

About right ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3
24/

Too low ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Much too low•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can t t choose •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

27. If the government had to choose between keep ing down in f Iat i on or
keeping down unemployment to which do you think it should give highest
priority?

Keeping down inflation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l

Keeping down unemployment ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

Can't choose •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

28. Do you think that labor unions in this country have too much power or
too I ittle power?

Far too much power •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l

Too much power•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

About the right amount of power••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Too I i tt Ie power •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Far too little power •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose •••••••• ~ •••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

25/

26/
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29. How about business and industry, do they have too much power or too
Ii tt Ie power?

Far too much power ••••• ~ ••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• l

Too much power •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

About the right amount of power ••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Too little power •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Far too little power •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

30. And what about the federal government, does it have too much power or
too little power?

Far too much power••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l

Too much power •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

About the right amount of power ••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Too little power •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Far- too little power •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

31. What do you think the government's role in each of these industries
should be.

1. Own it

2. Control prices and
profits but not own it

3. Neither own it nor control
its prices and profits

DECK 16

27/

28/

8. Can't choose \11
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. Electric power •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 8

B. Local mass transportation ••••••••••••••• 2 3 8

C. The steel industry •••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 8

D. Banking and insurance ••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 8

E. The automobi Ie industry ••••••••••••••••• 2 3 8

29/

30/

31/

32/

33/
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32. On the whole, do you thInk It should or should not be the government's
res pons Ib I I Ity to • • •

1. DefInItely should be

2. Probably should be

3. Probably should not be

4. DefInItely should not be

8. Can't choose \11
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. Provtde a job for everyone who
wants one•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

B. Keep prtces under control •••••••••••••••

c. Provlde health care for the slck••••••••

D. Provtde a decent standard of lIvIng
for The old •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

E. Provlde lndustry wIth the help It
needs to grow•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

F. ProvIde a decent standard of IlvIng
for the unemployed ••••••••••••••••••••••

G. Reduce Income dIfferences between the
rIch and poor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

34/

35/

36/

37/

38/

39/

40/

33. Do your or your spouse belong to a labor unIon?

Yes, , do ••••••••••••••••••••••

Yes, my spouse does............ 2

Yes, we both belong •••••••••••• 3 41/

No, neIther of us belong....... 4


