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In recent years the General Social Survey (GSS) has expanded its
i nvol verrent in cross-national research. Bilateral collaboration began with
the Al |l genei ne Bevoel kerungsunfrage der Soci al w ssenschaften (ALLBUS)
conducted by the Zentrum fuer Unfragen, Methoden, und Anal ysen, West Gernany
in 1980. By 1984 col |l aborati on had expanded to include the British Soci al
Attitudes Survey (BSA) conducted by Social Community Pl anni ng Research, G eat
Britain, and the National Social Science Survey (NSSS) conducted by the
Australian National University, Australia. At that point the four
col | aborators fornmed the International Social Science Program (1SSP) to carry
out cross-national social science research.[Note 1: Since then coll eagues
fromltaly, Ireland, the Netherlands and Austria have begun col |l aborating
with ISSP. For nore details see Davis and Smth, 1985 and Davis and Smth,
1986.] | SSP designs an annual topical supplenment to be adnm nistered either
as a self-conpletion supplenent to the participant's personal surveys or
as a mail questionnaire. me first topic for collaboration (the role of
governnment in post-industrial societies) was devel oped in 1984 and carried
out in 1985.

The sel f-conpl etion questionnaires were used so that 1) the | SSP
questions would not interfere with standard questi ons asked in the ongoi ng
survey projects, 2) the node of adm nistration used by participants with
annual , personal surveys (GSS and BSA) woul d be conparable to those
partici pants who did not have a personal survey each year (ALLBUS is biennial
and NSSS has been adm ni stered only once), 3) respondent burden coul d be
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reduced by Iimting the length of personal interviews, and 4) sone
participants mght restrict data collection costs.

Thi s paper exam nes the use of survey supplenents, factors influencing
suppl enent attrition and nonresponse bias, and attrition and nonresponse bias
on the 1985 | SSP suppl enent.

Survey Suppl enents

Survey supplenents are usually used either to accommopdate a | engthy
data col l ection without hopel essly overburdening respondents or to add to an
exi sting survey additional questions on a newtopic. In both cases the
suppl enent is used as data extender and cost mnimzer. In the first instance
the goal is to limt respondent burden by reduci ng the anbunt of tine that
t he
respondent is being personally interviewed. Cost savings result froma
reduction of interviewer tinme, although follow up procedures to achi eve an
adequate response rate will reduce this savings. In the second case the goal
is to find an efficient way of obtaining information on a topic. Data
collection efficiency will be greater when the suppl enent uses or shares a
hi gher proportion of the questions appearing on the regular survey. Usually
denogr aphi cs can be shared by both the main questionnaire and suppl enent and
in sonme instances scales and other blocks of itens fromthe regular survey
can
be used in anal yzing the supplenent. If we consider the costs of the regqgular
survey as already given and underwitten, then the cost of the supplenent is
only its marginal, additional cost. The suppl enent avoi ds separate survey
costs for such things as sanpling, interviewer hiring, and general
supervision, occurring only its additional costs, such as printing and data
processi ng.

The two maj or di sadvantages of supplenents are the constraint they
face at being the tail rather than the dog and the problem of suppl enent
nonr esponse. Supplenents first of all need to find a regular survey on which
t hey can piggy-back. In general the supplenent will have to conformin
various ways with the regular survey, accepting its sanple, timng, and ot her
basic features. In addition, the supplenent will often have to conformto a
fairly rigorous set of criteria regarding |length, content, response style,
etc. The Current Popul ati on Survey (Hanson, 1978), for exanple, has
pronul gated a detail ed set of standards for accepting suppl enents.

Suppl enments al so suffer froma | ower response rate and probably an
i ncrease in bias fromnonresponse to the supplenent. |If a supplenment was
sinply a nunber of questions tagged on to the end of the regular questions in
a survey and indistinguishable to respondents (and especially if also
I ndi stinguishable to interviewers), then nonresponse woul d not vary between
the regul ar questions and the supplenent. (The Looki ng Backwards add-on to
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the 1980 GSS is an exanple of this design.) But for our purposes we are
considering as supplenents only additional questions which are adm ni stered
as

an explicitly distinct set of questions. Gven a request for additiona
cooperation, supplenent specific nonresponse will occur. (Even if the

"suppl enents" were not distinct they would eventually |ead to nonresponse in
the form of break-offs as respondent burden accumnul at ed.)

The degree of attrition depends on the |evel of respondent burden [ Note:
Respondent burden is sonetines sinply associated with the I ength of
the instrunents, but actually it is a subjective assessnent that depends on
various other factors nore so than tinme. These include the node of
adm ni stration (e.g. tel ephone interviews are nore burdensone than personal),
the difficulty of the response tasks, the sensitivity of the subject matter,
the skills of the interviewers and such--see Sheatsley, 1969; Frankel, 1980;
and Smth, 1984.] involved and the degree of effort expended to secure
cooperation. In the case of supplenents there are two types of respondent
burden: 1) the respondent burden fromthe main questionnaire and 2) the
addi ti onal respondent burden associated with the suppl enent. Suppl enent
nonresponse will vary directly with the |evel of burden already suffered
on the main questionnaire and the perceived additional burden of the
suppl enent .

The degree to which respondent burden can be overcone and cooperation
achi eved depends on the level of effort and design features of the
suppl enment. Nonresponse will be greater when there is greater separation
bet ween the main questionnaire and the supplenent. Wen the supplenent is
al so conducted by personal interview inmediately after the main interview,
[Note 3: In this discussion we refer to the initial interview as a personal
i nterview both because that is the situation involving the 1985 GSS and | SSP
suppl enment and because all of the exanples we are aware of are simlar. OQher
configurations are of course possible. For exanple, it would be perfectly
possi ble to have an initial tel ephone interviewwth a foll ow up suppl enent
ei ther adm nistered on the phone or by another nobde.] nonresponse will be
mnimzed (Sheatsley, 1984). Probably next in success is asking the
respondent to conplete a self-adm nistered supplenent imedi ately
after the initial interview. Wien a self-admnistered questionnaire is
dr opped-off for latter conpletion or when a nail-out is sent after the
interview, the response rate will be lower. If later conpletion is allowed,
the response rate will vary with the magni tude of the followup effort.
Response wi |l be hi ghest when the interviewer pick-ups the conpleted form
next hi ghest when first mail and | ater tel ephone and personal foll ow ups are
used, and | owest when only mail followups are used. Wiile enpirical evidence
on the inpact of various persuasion techniques and incentives for suppl enent
conpletion is |acking, response should depend on roughly the sane factors
found to influence mail surveys (DIl mn, 1978; Erdos, 1983; and Heberl ain
and
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Baungartner, 1978).

Table 1 summari zes what we know about the attrition |evel for various
suppl enents. The attrition |evel ranges fromthe m ni mumof 2% on the MAS-GSS
in 1982 to 39% on the OVS in 1976 and the SOA in 1984. Wile these studies
are too m xed in procedures, sanple universes, tinme, and topics to rigorously
conpare the factors we nentioned above (response burden, level of effort), we
find support for certain of those earlier generalization8 The MAS and | SSP
suppl enments which both ainmed for conpletion imediately after the nmain
guestionnai re succeeded i n having nost people conplete the supplenent at the
sane sitting (99. 7% on MAS and 87.4% on |ISSP) and, as a result, in
mai nt ai ni ng
hi gh response rates. Personal follow through, especially in the form of
having the interviewer plan to pick up the cases also reduced attrition. This
is clearest in the NORC experinent and al so probably contributes to the high
British Social Attitudes response rates. Simlarly the use of vigorous
foll ow up nethods probably I ed to the higher success rate of OOd | over
OCGClI. The negative inpact of higher respondent burden is illustrated by the
sharp drop in the response rate on the 1985 BSA conpared to the two earlier
BSA' s when suppl enent |ength increased from8 to 20 pages. (Since other
features of the survey were nearly constant across years, it appears that the
i ncrease in the supplenent length is the |ikely cause for the higher
nonresponse and in this case page length is a reasonabl e proxinate for
respondent burden.) Simlarly the | ow response rates on the CLS and CVS
surveys may cone from hi gher respondent burden, although differences in
fol |l ow up procedures and content nake this concl usion uncertain.

Suppl enent Nonr esponse Bi as

Nonr esponse bi as on the suppl enent depends on both the size of the
attrition and the degree to which nonrespondents differ fromrespondents
(Smth, 1983). Attrition itself only | oses cases thereby increasing the
sanpling variation. Only differential attrition on sone set of variables
i ntroduces bias into the supplenent. Wen dealing with survey nonresponse, we
often find it extrenely difficult to neasure nonresponse bias because we know
so little about the nonrespondents (Smth, 1983 and Smth, 1984). Suppl enent

Table 1

A Summary of Survey Suppl enents

Suppl enent Suppl enent I nitial Fol | ow Up I s Suppl enent
Report ed

Response Length Mode Effort done by R of
Bi as
Surveys Rate % (pages) Mai n Quex?
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oCcd
"essentially
free"

ocd |

Sone, but

unspeci fi ed

BSA83
Too few 65+

BSA84
Too few 65+

BSA85
Not Known

ovs
Too few | ess

educat ed,

poor, bl ack,

CLS

Not i ndi cated

NORCG64A- b

83

88

94

93

85

61

66

64

Not i ndi cated-d

NCRC64B

Not i ndi cated

NCORC64C

64

73

20

24

28

11

11

11

Leave be-
hi nd, nmai

back

Mai | out,

mai | back

| eave behi nd,

pi ckup &
mai | back

| eave be-
hi nd, nmail

back

| eave behi nd,
mai | back

| eave behi nd,
mail to office
| eave behi nd,

mail to
I nt ervi ewer

| eave behi nd,

mail with
subsanpl e

by tel ephone/
per son

Soneti mes-a

mail foll owed Sonetines-a

by tel ephone/
per son
unspeci fi ed

fol |l ow up

3-4 mail

fol | ow ups

personal - c

t el ephone/

personal -c

per sonal
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Not i ndi cat ed

MAS- GSS
Undet ect abl e

98

| SSP- GSS 90
See text

PORN 92
A der peopl e
SQA 61

Too few counci

house tenants;

pl anning to vote

ocd &Il -

BSA83, 84, 85-

ovS & CLS -

NORC64A, B, C -

MAS- GSS -
| SSP- GSS -

PORN -

I nt ervi ewer

pi ckup

8 Per sonal t el ephone Yes
conti nuation

18 Sel f-conple- tel ephone/ Yes
tion after per sonal
I nterview

6 Sel f-conpl e- Apparently Yes
tion after none
I nterview

11 Self-conple- 2 mail Yes

tion after fol | ow ups

no

i ntervi ew

Qccupational Change In a CGeneration, 1962 & 1973, Suppl enent
to March Current Popul ati on Survey (Blau & Duncan, 1967;
Feat herman and Hauser, 1978; and Hauser and Feat herman, 1977)
British Soci al
Suppl enent (Jowel |
W t her spoon, 1984)

Attitudes Survey, 1983, 1984, and 1985
and Airey, 1984 and Jowel |l and

Opi ni on and Val ues Survey (1976) and Civil Liberties Survey
(1978), Supplenent to Gallup surveys (MC osky and Brill,
1983 and McCl osky and Zaller, 1985)

NORC experinent on coll ection procedures, on national sanple
of Catholics (1964), "supplenent" left for second adult in
househol d or teenager (results not reported above) (Sudman,
1967 and Greel ey and Rossi, 1966)

Mlitary Attitude Supplenent to GSS (1962) (Sheatsley, 1984)

I nternational Social Survey Program supplenent to GSS (1985)

Sel f- Adm ni stered Questionnaire to Survey for Conm ssion on
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bscenity and Pornography (Abel son, et al., 1971)

SQA - Survey of Attitudes, |ocal sanples of |abor force 18-54 in
Bar ki ng and Pet er sbough, England (Marsh, 1985)

a - Initial CPS interviewis conducted with a household informant. The OCG
suppl enments were adm nistered to adult males in the household who nay or may
not have been the initial respondent.

b - NORC64A B,C left supplenment with second person in household, either a
second

adult or a teenager. Wiile this is not a supplenent as defined above the

data col l ection procedures exam ned are relevant to supplenent attrition.

c - For NORC64A B personal call backs were used only if interviewer still had
other cases to visit in the nei ghborhood.

d - Sudman, 1967 does however exam ne differences between the personal

i nterview

adult and self-conpletion adult fromthe perspective of conparing node of
adm ni stration effects.

attrition however 16 simlar to panel attrition (or panel nortality as it is
often called) since in both cases the anal yst knows a great deal about the
nonr espondents on the supplenent or reinterview Despite the relative ease of
st udyi ng suppl enent nonresponse, it appears that in none of the suppl enent
studies in Table 1 was a maj or exam nation of suppl enent nonresponse bias
carried out and in a nunber of cases no analysis is reported.

To judge nonresponse bias we carried out three pieces of analysis.
First, we examned attrition on 15 basic denographics. These were not
sel ected on any theoretical basis, but nerely as the standard background
characteristics that are widely used in nost anal yses. Second, we exan ned
the literature on survey nonresponse, panel nortality, and the suppl enent
attrition to devel op various explanations for nonresponse. Variabl es that
cause nonrespon6e should show the greatest differential attrition. Finally,
we devel oped a specific theory that |inked nonresponse to the particul ar
content of the | SSP.

Table 2 indicates no significant association between suppl enent
attrition and 12 of the 15 denographi cs. Nonrespondents were nore like to
| ack a col |l ege education, be black, and conme fromthe Northeast. Each of
these rel ationships wll be discussed bel ow when causes of nonresponse are
exam ned.

Tabl e 3 considers six explanations for supplenment nonresponse:
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political involvenent, social isolation, psychol ogical well-being, socio-
econom c well-being, tine, and interview cooperation.

Tabl e 2

Differential Attrition on Standard Denographics

Vari abl es Probabi lity-a Nonresponse G oups-b
Age . 484
Educat i on . 025 non- col | ege
Fam |y | ncone . 541
Househol d Si ze . 990
Labor Force Status . 474
Marital Status . 298
Qccupation . 089 unskilled and | aborers; sal es and
clerical
Party ldentification . 440
R s I ncone . 651
Race . 049 bl acks
Rel i gi on . 368
Regi on . 000 nort heast; east north central; east south
central
Si ze of Community
SRCBELT . 157
XNCORCSI Z . 714

a - SRS probability of |ISSP variable (conpleted/did not conplete) by
sel ected vari abl e.

b - Goups with higher than average nonresponse anong vari abl es significant
at the 0.1
| evel or greater.

1. Low political involvenent or a |lack of interest in public issues |eads to
suppl enent nonr esponse.

Both the GSS and the | SSP suppl enent contain a | arge nunber of
questions on inportant contenporary political issues (abortion, fem nism
school prayer, civil |iberties, governnent spending, etc.), and a person who
has low interest in the public arena and the issues being discussed therein
woul d find both the main questionnaire and the suppl enent nore of a burden.
Tabl e 3A shows that attrition was significantly higher anong people who had
gi ven fewer opinions on a scale of public opinion issues and who had no
political ideology. Infrequent discussion of politics with friends al so
tended towards hi gher nonresponse, but not significantly 80. Having | ess than
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a col |l ege education also contributed to nonresponse. Wile education could
wel | be neasuring other dinmensions than interest In politics/public affairs
(with which It is strongly associated), the |lack of other SES associ ations

W th supplenent attrition suggests that it is not the material, class aspects
of education that creates the association. Only past voting behavi or shows no
not ewort hy associ ati on with suppl enent nonresponse. This pattern suggests

t hat

disinterest in public events and issues contributes to supplenent attrition.

2. Social isolation | eads to suppl enent nonresponse.

A personal interviewis a social exchange between two peopl e.
Peopl e who keep to thensel ves and interact with other people | ess frequently
probably find an interview nore burdensonme. Table 3B indicates that people
who have few people with whomthey discuss problens and who socialize |ess
wth famly, friends, and neighbors are nore likely to refuse to do the
suppl enent. They also tend to be nore anomi c, but this association is not
significant. TV view ng, often seen as increasing with social isolation, is

Table 3

Differential Attrition on Theoretical D nensions
Probability YAttrition

A. Political |nvolvenment
DK scal e on attitude

No DKs 7.4

1 DK . 0000 14. 4

2 + DKs 27.7
Political |deol ogy

None 30.3

M ddl e of the Road . 0005 10.9

Left or R ght 8.2
Vot e 80

Yes . 549 10.0

No 11.5
Vote 84

Yes . 506 10. 2

No 11.0

Di scusses Politics

Al ways; Mst of Tine 5.8

Cccasional ly 277 9.2

Al nost never 11.3
Educati on

Less than Hi gh School 11.2

Hi gh School . 025 13.6
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Col | ege 6.6

B. Social Isolation
Di scussed inportant matters with

No one 25.0
1 15. 4
2 10. 8
3 . 0000 4.8
4 7.0
5 8.5
6+ 2.3
Soci al i ze Eveni ngs
Hi gh 7.9
Medi um . 0003 10. 2
Low 12. 7
Anom a Scal e
H gh (1) 12. 3
Medi um ( 2- 3) . 403 8.1
Low (4) 7.6

Tabl e 3 (conti nued)
Differential Attrition on Theoretical D nensions

Probability YAttrition
TV Vi ewi ng
O hours daily 7.9
1 hour 9.8
2 hours 11.8
3 hours . 437 8.1
4 hours 8.7
5 hours plus 12. 4
Regi on
New Engl and 23.9
Md-Atlantic 19.8
South Atlantic 4.7
East North Central 11.6
East South Central . 0000 16.7
West North Central 5.9
West Sout h Central 6.6
Mount ai n 6.0
Vst 3.4
SRCBELT
12 largest central cities 19.0
13t h-100th | argest central cities 7.0
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Suburbs of top 12 . 157 10.6
Subur bs of 13-100 9.6
Q her urban 11.3
Rur al 6.6

C. Psychol ogical Wl -Being

Happi ness
Very 11.3
Pretty . 757 9.6
Not very 11. 3
Life
Exciting 9.5
Rout i ne . 426 10.1
Dul | 15.1
Fi nanci al Satisfaction
Sati sfied 9.3
More or Less . 784 9.8
Not sati sfied 11. 3
Job Satisfaction
Very 10. 7
Moder at e . 201 8.7
D ssatisfied 15.9
D. Soci o- Econom ¢ Wl | - Bei ng
| ncome
Low 8.5
Medi um . 541 10. 2
Hi gh 8.6
Tabl e 3 (conti nued)
Differential Attrition on Theoretical D nmensions
Probability YAttrition
Unenpl oyed
Yes . 163 20. 8
No 9.9
Race
Wi te 9.2
Bl ack . 049 17.6
E. Tine
Labor Force Status
Wor ki ng, Full Tinme 10.0
Wor ki ng, Part Tine . 474 9.5
O f Wrk 11.9
Retired 9.2
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Keepi ng House 13.6
Hours Wor ked

Less than 35 8.8

35-44 . 255 10. 6

45+ 9.5
Babi es

0 11.0

1 . 469 5.5

2+ 10. 8

F. Interview Cooperation
Gave Fam |y Incone

Yes 9.6

No . 026 22.9
| nt ervi ewer Rated Cooperation

Friendly, interested 6.4

Cooperative . 0000 20.0

Restl ess or hostile 53.6

not related to nonresponse. W placed region and conmmunity type (SRCBELT) in
the social isolation category as contextual neasures of alienation within
mass

society. Both variables are usually strong predictors of survey

nonr esponse. For survey nonresponse they are taken as neasures of such
concerns as fear of crinme and victimzation/exploitation by strangers. Wile
these factors mght well be associated with survey nonresponse, they seemto
have | ess rel evance to suppl enent nonresponse and, on the whole, their

associ ations with supplenent attrition are nore nodest than usually found for
survey nonresponse. W speculate that in this case they may be acting as
aggr egat e-1 evel nmeasures of social isolation.

3. Low psychol ogi cal well-being | eads to suppl enent nonresponse.

Unhappy peopl e preoccupied with personal worries may find an interview
an additional burden or may be too involved in their own problens to devote
tinme and energy to an interview. me variables in Table 3C however find no
significant associations between various neasures of psychol ogi cal well-being
and nonresponse.

4. Low soci o-econom c well-being | eads to suppl enent nonresponse.

People with neager material resources and financial strains may be too
occupied with their problens to devote their attention and effort to an
interview. Neither famly inconme nor respondent's incone (not shown) have any
trace of such an association (Table 3~). Attrition is higher anong the
unenpl oyed and anong bl acks, but the associations are snmall and could arise
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from ot her causes.
5. Time pressures |ead to suppl ement nonresponse.

‘I amtoo busy' is probably the nost commonly nentioned reason for
refusing to do a survey and conpleting the supplenent clearly requires a
person to devote additional time (the supplenment took a little over 25
m nutes). W unfortunately lack any very precise neasures of tine pressure.
In Tabl e 3E we exam ned whet her being involved in the | abor force, working
| onger hours, or having children under six to care for led to nore refusals.
No associations were found. This confirns earlier research that suggests 1)
t hat nost respondent protests about "being too busy" are not reflections of
actual tinme pressures but rather a conventionalized way of say "I don't want
to do it" or "I"'mnot interested" and 2) that only subjective neasures of
time pressures (e.g. feeling rushed all the tine) associate wi th nonresponse.

6. Low cooperation with the interview | eads to suppl enment nonresponse.

Peopl e may grant an interview but because of |ack of interest in the
interview, dislike of the interviewer, or perhaps a sense on privacy and/or
m strust show | ess cooperation with various aspects of the survey. Table 3F
shows that refusing to report famly income and the interviewer's rating of
the respondent as | ess cooperative are significantly associated with
suppl enment nonresponse. Unfortunately only incone refusal is an independent
measure since failure to conplete the supplenent could have influenced the
i nterviewer's eval uation of respondent cooperativeness.

Finally, we exam ned whether negative feelings towards international
affairs and other countries led to greater nonresponse to what respondents
were told was a cross-national study known as the International Social Survey
Program (GSS, 1985). Table 4 provides equivocal support for this
hypot hesis. Attrition was significantly higher for people favoring an

Tabl e 4
Dfferential Attrition on | SSP Rel ated Vari abl es

Vari abl es Probability YAttrition

Role in Wrld Affairs

Active 8.4

| sol ati oni st . 024 14. 4
Brazi |

+3/ +5 8.1

-2/ +2 . 926 7.7

-3/-5 8.2
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Canada
+3/ +5 8.9
-2/ +2 . 936 10. 1
-3/-5 - -
Egypt
+3/ +5 2.9
-2/ +2 . 199 9.6
-3/-5 13. 3
Engl and
+3/ +5 8.1
-2/ +2 . T771 10. 7
-3/-5 - -
| srael
+3/ +5 5.6
-2/ +2 . 349 9.8
-3/-5 12. 1
Japan
+3/ +5 7.7
-2/ +2 . 0003 9.7
-3/-5 10. 1
Foreign A d
Spend | ess 10.7
Spend same, spend nore . 335 8.2

i solationist role in wrld affairs and for people who disliked Japan.
Attrition also tended to be higher for people who disliked Israel, Egypt,
Canada, and Engl and and the Pearson correl ati ons between suppl enent

conpl etion

and |iking of Japan, Israel, and Egypt were significant. It therefore seens
pl ausi bl e, but not proven, that negative affect toward the international
aspect of the supplenent may have contributed to nonresponse.

Concl usi on

Overall supplenent attrition was noderate in magnitude. The 10%| oss
was both exactly the | evel predicted by the project before the fieldwrk and
conpared well with other supplenents (Table 1). The overall response rate
when survey nonresponse (21.3% and suppl enent nonresponse (10% are
considered together is still a respectable 71~ ((78.7% x .90) - 70.8%.

Suppl enrent attrition was not random however. Nonresponse was rel ated
to low interest in public issues and politics, social isolation, |ow
cooperation on the interview, and, possibly, the cross-national purpose of
t he
suppl enment. These factors led to higher attrition anong the political
uni nterested and | ess educat ed; people who do not discuss problenms and
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socialize with others and who live in the Northeast; people who refused to
give their famly incone; and isolationists and perhaps dislikers of foreign
countries. Wile these underrepresentations are noderate in magnitude (e.qg.

t he suppl enent underrepresents the Northeast by 2.3% and people with no

| deol ogy by 19, an analyst nay wi sh to consider whether post stratification
m ght be necessary.

In addition we m ght wonder whether the characteristics we identified
as associ ated with suppl enment nonresponse m ght al so be associated with
survey
nonr esponse. These two types of nonresponse do not necessarily arise fromthe
sanme causes. W noted that urbanization has a nmuch | arger inpact on survey
nonr esponse than on suppl enent nonrespon8e and specul ated that this is
because
the "afraid to open door aspect of urban survey nonre9pon8e i8 irrelevant to
suppl enent nonresponse. Simlarly the possible link with internationali st
attitudes should have no association with general nonresponse on the GSS. On
the other hand the associ ati on between social isolation and political
i nt er est
and suppl enent nonresponse are generally stronger than indicated for surveys
nonresponse. While this may be related to the different circunstances
i nvolved with the two types of nonresponse, it may be that previous attenpts
to assess the inpact of these factors on survey nonresponse were hanpered by
havi ng to use tenporary nonresponse as a surrogate for final nonresponse
(Smth, 1983 and Smth, 1984). Since survey nonresponse is both larger than
suppl enment nonresponse in nost cases (over twice as |large on the 1985 GSS)
and
harder to docunent, it behooves us to seriously consider any possible
I ndi cators of survey nonresponse bi as.
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