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H
J ·n· ···c· .,.th. ·1. v te?·· .5 .. ··; s·,omething strange is happening in Amer.. I·~·: t 

ow o ·a o 1cs o . ' ·· · ··· I' · c h l' b' h d · Not.as Pawns.of, the · ·, . ·."" I~an ~~I tics: at o 1c IS ops. an . some 
Church.. . .·. .· . : .. ,, .. ,; ,~ ,. Catholic legtslators.are. engaging m a . 
by Ari:dre'w.:M;,Greeley . . ·. . · · .. :': . · ·: .. vjg()rouS:-I>uhliC' theological debate. Stranger ·. 
Despitep!ess auuniplions_to t~ , ·. · :,.:,, , . , yet. the:le~srator&~. theology not. the bishops'·· 
con.trary,.Church /eader11h1p cannot. .· .· • : ... > , . ! : . ; . . e.o 1.. , .. . • • .•· 
deliiJe! the i!o~s:ofm~t Catholics 0'!':'/ · .. : \ 'c·.Uf co~_et- : .. : . r . . . . . I.: . . ' . .· . 

abortionorany:ot'!er ISSue. : : . . ··:· ~.o( > .. c7i .·Last: week.' Bishop Jam~s w: Malon~; 
Catholic:Attltudes ; . a:· . . . i>reside_nt of the N ati?nal. ~onfe~ence ·of 
Toward Abortion- . · -~ ·- · T CatholiC"'Bishopst sa1d.:~'W1th regard to 
by Tom· w. Smith, Ph.D; .. . .. , . immorality· of the direct ·taking of innocent· 
Polls •how only tt-flma/l mJnority.oj' . ,· hUD).an·life (by abortion or· by .direct attack· on· . 
;:~'i~~:t;:S~'tio;~7h-~krarchy'll .. ·. ,. .noncombatants in war) our views .... a.re ~: ... ·: · 

'· direct•affirmation of the constant moral 
Statement... . > .s-~·. tea.ching. of the· Catholic Church.'~''· : · 
From the President:ofthe· ·< . · ./',The assumption that the.fetmds a person~ · . 
Natiomil ConferenceofCatholic · , currently· a .matter of lively·· debate in· Cathofi_c·_·. ~ 
Bishops. . · · 
__ __;,.:...........:....:....:...... .......... _.;.._,..:....__·_;__/ · ~theologiciaFjourrials;'is by·rio.·means· a. constant · . 
Catholi~ Statment oii-· , ... 9 ,. . . n;toial teaching. E':'en the v. atica~ Declaration. . .. :. I 

Pluralism and Abortion .- · · ·· ·on--Procured Abortion, published m··1974~ states· 
Swrwd~yow,.soweu-known'r:Gthaiio. : · r:. ·.that·~'thereis·not.a unanimouidradition on .. 
Pro/mlonaif, ~ · '.· .; ~ ., /- · . · this·pointJ.and authors are as yet not in · 

Cath I
. Th . · , ', 'L agreement.'~· · ·. ·· · 

o tc . eologl.ans. ,.. 12 c., I th f th h li th' . li . and the Abortion. De bats . : • . !1. e eyes-. o e c ll:l'c , IS Is. a re gJ.O~!J 
byJ. Gil~Milhaven;-s:T.L.,Ph.D . . ~atte.r, forth~ d~cJaratl~:D: also states ~hat It 
!;"'file _lheologi'!n. reports a lo!lg. . · ~ · · 1S' not up· to. biO}OgJ.CW. SCiences to make a- ·· 
.,.::_"{.~~:t::r:e~~on_·onabor~~an · · : 'definitive. judgment on: questions·which are 
-----...;-;..'--· -~-- · properly philosophical and moral such 'iis the 
Conscience Visits· . ·. · 14;: -·moment when a,human person is const~tuted.'~ · 
Con~sa.woman· . . . . But with such·a key Teligious pojnt :· . 
Genild ane Ferraro · · : undeCided, it- is: difficult to understand the 
by Anne Sears Mooney ~ - · . b' h 1 • · • 1 · · th t 't · · ' 
I
T1!t 0101Wrn•womQn, di8cusiiea reJig;O'n; ~ _.,. IS ops . VIgo.tan c aiming a I IS not 
QU )', tl/td WOmen Brights. . . . "logically tenableH for .Catholic politicians; to 

' 14 
. say "their personal views should not influence' 

their·political decisions." 
- .. . ' -· 

continued on page 16 
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·' ·Catholic AttitUdes Toward Abortion 
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· by Tom. W. Smith, Ph.D .. 

A-ttitudes to;ard.abo~ion in the 1980~'seem 
to have reached a liberal plateau, much 
more favored than. in the 19§0s or earlier, .. 

but no longer moving_in a liberal d1rection. Sup· · 
· port for abortion grev,: rapidly from the early 

1960s to the early 1970s. Support for abortions 
when there was a."strong chance of serious defect ' 
in the baby" increased from about 55-percent in 

- 1962 to 83 percent in· 1974. Ukewise, support for 
. abortion when a married woman "does not want 
any more .children" moved from 15 percent in 
1965 to 45 percent in 1974. Since 1974 there has 
been altriost no change fu attitudes toward abor-
tion. (See Figure L); - · ·. 
. This pattern is n'ot;unique to the issue of abor· 
tion. Attitudes'in such diverse areas as civilliber· 

. ·ties-for .deviant groups such as Communists ·or 
atheisll!l1 women's rights, sexual permissiveness 
and·.race relations show similar patterns-liberal 
shifts from the 1950s to the early:1970s and then 
either a leveJing-Qff or at least a marked r~uction 
iB· the. rate of liberal movement While this level· 
ing-off in the early seventies after a decade or· 
more of.liberal advance represents a significant: 
shift in the social and polities) culture, it is far 
from being_ a CQnservative tide swe·eping back lib-

' eral. growth. Attitudes toward abortion. and most 
·other. social .issues· have riot moved in a conserva• 

· · ' ti"'e direction; rather they have stopped ·m.aving: 
:iD.. theJib.eral. direction.· . J . .. . · · ·· : ' , · . 

'.r. :· -;Catholic attitudes basically h!lve-.-follo'wed the. 
same trend. Traditi.onally Catholi~::_~upport has· 

been slightly lower than Protestant, and ooth are 
less inclined to support abortion than Jews or the 
nonreligious. During the seventi'es support 
among non-black Catholics averaged about· ten 
percentage points below non-black Protestants. 
Blacks tend to be .anti-abortion anq thereby lower ' _ 
support among Protestants as a whole. A com- . 
parison of Prote6tants and Catholics of both 
races shows-' fewer :religious differenc~about. 
seven. percen~ge points. There are some indica
Jions that this gap may be clos4Jg. In ·1982,· for: 
the first time, support for abortions for social 
reasons, such as poverty, not wanting to get mar· .
ried or not wanting more children, -was, as high 
among -Catholics. as among. Prote3tants. One of 
the factors· contributing to• this narrowing gap 
h~l'l been the higher level of support for abortion
among younger Catholics. Protestants show little· · '· 
variation. ·on abortion: attitudes, with· those over 

· age '65 being slightly less, supportive .. Among. 
Catholics, however, support drops rapidly with. 
age. This appearst to represe~t a_ difference be
tween Catholic birth· cohortB. As the younger.· .... 
more· liberal COhOrts glOW· in· Size and th~: older· I ' 

Catholic cohorts account for a-declining share of · .. 
the population, support among all Catholics will. · 

· tend to rise and the gap between Protestants and:· 
Catholics \vill decrease. Increased political4ctiv~ . 
ism.by Protestant fundamentalist groups ori this. 
is8ue wilL also tend· to reduce the difference b&- · · '-
tween Protestants and Catholics. . . . . .. · , . . . 
. This.moderate and perhaps. vanishing differenc~: · . -· . . . . ' 

. I. :.·.· .. _If' UQU· ar~.- .. -'-;;:C;:::FF:-;;C:-;:P;;-;U;:;-;BL~IC;:-,Ac;T-;;;;IO""N;;;::S-~-----:-.'7,--'-;,--o'fY AMOUNT,.::. 

I. · 4BORTION.IN GOOD FAITH $1.00·each 1--=~+:-.::....--"-'-"· .. . .-,A. :Catholic. legislator who. belleves.the: · . . "We-Are the Mainstream• ... 
Jaw in.a pluralistic society should' not b&> "Tha Church 10 a Democracy'~ 

j _· .. :. 
.:. written to: en lorc(t the-. teachings of one · '··." .. _; ~ : . "The Hlstory!JI Abortion. in UJ!i Pat~ollc Church • . 

· ..... ~c;:,h.urc~ againsJ. the moral ,prhicJpres oL. . "My c 0011,irence Speaks"., .... ·,,. j li.. , . f'--'-+-"--.....-'.,.. 
··~other t:h'-'.rches and\ individuals· ..... ''·. . .. 1 Support You.But.l Can:t srgn.My Name~:.. - / 

.! :-:--

. -.· 

' '· 
·; . 

l 1. ~ 
! 

.~lf',you 'are a. Ph.D. ln'religion wtio' ha~. ''An Ethical In ui ·• . . 
:. 'stud lad the hI stow of the .C::::hu rch and '"". -=s:=P-=e'=c::':IAL;-:;.:.:R~E==PO='="R~T~S:L· .--. ··.,..: _-_ .-.-.. .,.., .,..::...,..._..,,---__:;.,..:r--~i-t-~~...,.... 
.. concluded· .I hat the;Church has. never · ·' ''Abortion: A Guide to Making. 

:.· ·'.'fa·rmtJiafed·an.infalllble or consistent Ethical Choices"-.-$3.00 .. 
;-· teaching against abortion ... ·:. , . ·' .·-' - ·. ''Ca'thollc Womeruna Abortion:. 
·~ lfyou are a pr!est-o(n~n ~ho believes~ , . : . ~~:F:cR:iilit;~ti~:x~::-~·OO·, . 
, ~he.Cal~ollc hierarchy 1~ l~pped..,ln an t. , .: .. ;,·1 copy-2~;~191or $2.pO; 100 _ror$10 . . 

, · ouldatsd and authorltanan denial of lull·,· · · '1 Am Here to Say;;·.· Promrnent Pro-Chorce 
/~quality tci woinerr·and regards sex as·:. . . . ·; .. CathoiiH'Speak Out• :, ..... · . 
"evil..~,.··-. ·• .- ·~ · .... '. . - .,,_ .... ··:._. • ·: -~·-:weAr&~o I.Jiriger.Silent .. .'' 

~ . -~ I 

If yo.u.~eed guid~·nc~o~ Jusrpi~lil :~·: . · , . Englleh':; ': , ..... .,. .. ··-:; 
~'-e;ori)pany-ln your deCision or lhat of _'..,.· ·==S""pa:::.n,..ls::,lr:.,· "' .. co.-'-:":-:-::-:-::=---:--=-~--+--~-t~-,.--
, someone'close to you to have. an ... _' · ' · PUBLICATIO,NS SAMPLEA~$6.00 '-· 

'.~ atxmlqn.', ~ . .r.· : ·• ·.:..-- ·, · ''> · · .. · · ~-.. CONSCII!,NCE: CF_FC's bimonthly newsletter: 
.. • 1., '": -. : '· ,, ·; . • : • . ;· . - .COne·yea_rs'su~npnon lree.wlth membershrp.) 

·. i. II you ?PPO_s~ ~bOrtiOfl you~elf ~ut . ·, ., ,. , .. One yearcsubscription-$10.00 ,_ 
: ~ave w11nes~d- th~}ar~ful- ~flee~ of , • '',.' - Bulk Su~cription Rates: · 
, . )lla.gal abortion. . . . :· .. : · .. . : .·.. · · . so copies. (!IL $8. per isslre), 
. .·~ ~- . Then· one~ or more· · ·. · ·. . . . . postag! mc,uded-;-$48 · 
' · · · · . · • · - ' .. · 100 copies [al $12 per issue). 
· Ofi these' book/etB- . '.·. . . postage ineluded-$72 • . • 

.... was. written tor you~~: . . . ~==.a===R~A~N ~~o~r~o~rA~I.:.~E§:::N~c===Lo='s='=E~o==-==. =:::::::=====-t=:;;.* _~s-""· ""=:: 
· .,· CFFC offers (I co;,pr~hensi~~· and~~ital. · · , · · ) - · Plea3111JI.<Jke checks payeblfllo 9FFC 

, serie.s-of publications that .address the 
NAMc_~-~~-------~--.-e--~~---------~ 

AODRESS--~~~-----~--~----~·_;_'-------~-
. . issues of reproductive rlghls and the' . 

,abortion ·opttcin from ethical; poll Ileal:· 
., .::--reli~ious; hlstorical~and,personal·polnls ... · ClTY;.STATE.ZIP.:_ ______ _,__~.:.-..:'----~~-'-
. :~ ofyiewt ·· · · - · ·· · · ·Ordar'from CFFC,:2008 l7Ht'-St. NW, washington;. DC20009. · 
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- ... '.i ~. · ·1 0 ''· ',-~·:·!\ '"'<,•;:-.-':.~·n'0 1 ~ ·>. c:i£iH~~~''·~~t-: .,_;.~J ,-,.:f.,, -~\f~r> u~:!f.'~""""ft"#'=·~-'-i' ,,_.<:, _, .-· 
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'}:--'' :: .. ;:,: ' ' .· . ·1972 '1,974 . '•1976'. '-.1978 '-1-'1980 ~'1982"? . /': .-· 

.~ _. · .. · '.-':'b~-t~~~ri· _Cathoiics· 'Md --P~oteaiarit~ .oo~b-asts he stron~est.'in' ~~e·N·o..iheasd~ l~r~~ riiti~; ~~ · 
~ ,:· :' ' <Sharply•with the official positions oftheir respec- among-descendants of immigrants _.from Italy; , · 

--~ ; ,. · .·"five. churches. -The Catholic ·Church'. takes an• EilBtem Europe and Franc(!. Support' is weakest 
;' .. -_ . : ;al:iil~lute ·moral position ·agairuif;abortion,:while_. ·- amung ~.C!lth'Olics .'in ·the :SouthWe8t,' in :-small .. · ·I ~ 

--:.-. - • I' -j most ·: Proteatan t ChurChes~·- tOke. n'o \doctriri aire : .. : .. towns ~or: niral areas, ·:arid . among~ ~he "IriSh -~8-nd 
,., · ' ::~posi~im\.-on abortion. Several,·sucn:as theUrt~tar-.. <Hispanics, espeCially Mexican-Americam'These ,· 

. .;ians 'Bnd;Episcopalia_ns;lean tOward a p~hoice ·- .· .. _'differences can be rather-large.:Fo1:-·exampi~.!NP··· . _ , , 
.. , · ·.··,jPositiot:~ as a matter t?f socia~ policy, though 'fun···' · port for',abortion -when··no more· children·~are,· .:.: . _. ·:: 

.·;_-,· .c · .. ' rdamentS.Ust·sects·take•strong'anti·anoition-stan- · . .' wantedAs'at,22:percent:-in' the ·southwest but 45. ·_ . '.- ·.:·> 
·_: '; .. - !ceB.1 Few:(Catholics :agree ·.with their:r.ehureh!,s:. :;:•: _,.pereeritin the Northeast. Similarly, in rural cO-un,: ·:,_: ··: · 

. :·,· . . ' . ·:absolutist>ailti·alwrtiori . position. •.~When .asked.---.· ; ties 'support;is.at 32 percent while in large centtal I ···: ':.:·:_: 

\(; . · · ·. :\ab"ut 'allowing. abortion$ ·under -'severi ~pecific ~;··::' cities it-stands at 5Lpercimt. ·Regional-or rural'. --.. . -
:'~ ,- .- . .- -·t:onditions-danger ·;to .-.ril.othet's'··health, ·:-rape,·'.· differences tend to~: IP.'eater than eth'lic 'differ· · ~-- . · · · 

' _· .. 'birth defect, pov~rty, unwillingness to marry;not ' "- el).ces. Calllolic-attitudes on abortion·;·li.~e;Plotest- -·,:. i .. 
·· -.: · ;-w~ting any more children·,-or forany'rea-son~·"'.': :'ant ·attitu.:\es,-:are •not · unifotm:"a'cross~:,o~her 

.. ; _. .only-10--.12 J)ercent .of "'Cath-olics .-agree 'with -~he=: •· · cultural variables such ·as ·region, ''COinniunity 
. " ~hurch:s:poirition.an'd categoricallyoppoae.abor<; ':type-and ethnicity. ~- ···. ·· . ··<· · __ ,. · 

.· . . - c'-tion. This.number is only slightly abov_e ,the 5-;'7_ .. '_ : -·What are the,politicalimpliciiti.rinil :of ~tholtc . 
· . [percent of Protestants ·who also oppose·abortion · · _ · . ·abortion attitudes? Among Catholi~. many' fat;· 

__ . 'under each condition:Op. the other hand; a rising---:·_ · tors cause ·opinion ·.to deviate from the national 
. , ._ .; --·._proportion-of Catholics-from 20 percent in_,l91l_!i'<r. · · ·avilrage.-If we look at rural Catholics of Mexican , . 
. ·_ -·· ... _.:'to :33-in 1982-fi~.pproved of.abor,tion for all 8~'!'~~ ... ",·_· a~cest'&' ~-the Sou~west, wefm~ a Constituency 

.--:~ · - oreasona,.on_a ~evelcomparable to that,ofPro~t~· ... -, :ttiat:oppol!es .abortion for most reasons. On the 
· . ·.ants. :Absolute pro,-choice Catholics thus vut;- Qther hand iri·.ihe large cities orthe Noi-theast·a _._ 

·.number anti:abortion Qatholic;s by 2 or 3.to L Of.c' majority of Italian and Polish Catholi~ supp(Jit 
. -course ·most 'Catholics. reject -either a 'complete. . abortions for both medical and ·social reasons: 
·pro- or anti-abortion stance. In 1982, 56-percent·.'_'· ·•·. A second major political implicatiorijS the c;:om· 
.favored abortion in some circumstances-and not.·.·.·. parative dedication or commitmentofsup'porters 
irl others. Thus to most_ Catholics abortion is · · · ·and opponents. Opini~Ji surveys by _:Harris; tlie 

,situational matter, allowable in certain'but not· · ·Survey Research ·center; and· NORC all' sho}Y 
·aU circumstances. . ~ . · . · ' that opponents of abortion· feel· more· strong'y 

', The big split pn abortion :comes· between what . . . about the. issue than those supporting -abortion 
. ·. are sometimes referred to as the "hard" abortion .-rights. Only '16 percent uf Catholics who sup-

. - ,reasons;....mother's health endangered; serious . ,ported abortion for .an seven: reasons thought it 
· defec_t .in fetus, rape or inc~t. ·$upport among ··was one of the most impottant jssties,· while 43 
· Catholics for "hard" reasons ranges from about , ·percent ofth•se opposed to abortion for all sevljn 

80,88 percent. Abortion for social reasons such as reasons rated it so. Catholic opponents say they 
·poverty or not wanting additional children are bette! informed ltnd leas likely to change th~n 
ranges from 35---SO.percent, abbl,lt half the support Catholic proponents of abortion. · · · 
level for tlie "hard" reasons. . ' . · ... In 1982, Harris tried to measure the electoral 

Catholic. support for abortion also v:arles by impact of this difference by· twice asking.wheth~r 
,geograpHical region, community type (rural/sub-· a, perso~ would be less -likely to vo~ ·for a Con-
.urban/urban}, and ethnic group. Support tends to. continued on page 10 
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C~olic Attituqes- · -
continued {rom page 7 -

gressional ciu1did~te:~wh.o' disagreed: with the 
respondent's own stance on a_ constitutional 
arne,jldment outlawing abortion. Supporters of 
the ·anti-abortion , I amendment said they 'were 
morel likely- to- vote- against a Congressional can· 
llidate who opposed the amendment, while oppo
nents of an abortion'oan indicated they were less·
·lik.elY to oppos.e·a·candidate solely because his or 
her position. on abortion differed from that of the 
coqeppondent; However; since opponents: of the
-~an outn,umber supporters' 2-to-1, the net effect_ 

' . ~ . . - . _. 
membership were Cath'olic; 70 percent of- the.-
Right-to-Life members were Catholics. The sni.an· r _ 
minority .. of Catholics who follow, the church's ,-
aJ~solutist pOSition are·, much more politically 
invofv!!d.r than 't'tie' majority of Catholics who 
approve of abo~t.iop for some or all reasons, and~-. -
these Catholic anti-aoortion activists make up a
·-majority of anti-~bortion activiets. 

Can this small; but active and organized seg- _ 
ment of Catholics swing elections? Probably not 
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