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I n  t h e  mid-1970s t h e  women's r i g h t s  movement i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  

became i n c r e a s i n g l y  concerned a b o u t  t h e  impact  of pornography on t h e  s t a t u s  

and  wel l -beinq o f  women (McCormack, 1978; Freedman and Throne,  1984; 

K i r k p a t r i c k  and Zurcher ,  1988) .  Br ing ing  t o g e t h e r  t w o  earl ier  c o n c e r n s  -- 

about sexism i n  t h e  mass media and a b o u t  v i o l e n c e  towards  women, e s p e c i a l l y  

from r a p e  and w i f e  h e a t i n g ,  a growinq and h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  number o f  f e m i n i s t s  

came to t h e  c o n c l n s i o n  t h a t  p o r n q r a p h y  w a s  b o t h  an  i m p o r t a n t  symbol o f  t h e  

oppressed  s t a t u s  o f  women and, more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  a c a u s e  o f  t h e  s u b j u g a t i o n  o f  

women i n  q e n e r a l  and o f  s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e  towards  women i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  A number 

o f  an t ipornography ,  f e m i n i s t  g roups  such  a s  Women A g a i n s t  Pornography and 

Women A q a i n s t  Vio lence  i n  Pornoqraphy and Media were  formed. By 1984 t h e  

s t r u g g l e  came t o  c e n t e r  around p a s s a g e  o f  an t i -pornography  o r d i a n c e s  developed 

b y  Andrea Dworkin and C a t h e r i n e  MacKinnon. During t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  f e m i n i s t  

an t i -pornography  e f f o r t s  g o t  wide-spread coverage  and were g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  

by t h e  media as r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  women's r i g h t s  movement's p o s i t i o n  on 

pornography (Vance and Snitow, 1984 and Burs tyn,  1985).  

Many f e m i n i s t s  who d i d  n o t  s u p p o r t  t h e  an t i -pornography  c r u s a d e  found 

it d i f f i c u l t  t o  resist i t s  momentum. Rut e v e n t u a l l y  a n  o r g a n i z e d  f e m i n i s t  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  an t i -pornography  c r u s a d e  d i d  develop.  Groups s u c h  as t h e  

F e m i n i s t  A n t i - C e n s o r s h i p  Task Force  formed and l e a d i n q  f e m i n i s t s  such  a s  B e t t y  

F r i e d a n  have spoken o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  ant i -pornoqraphy movement ( B u r s t y n ,  1985; 

Hughes, 1985; Blake ly ,  1985; and Fr iedan ,  1985). 

The an t i -pornoqraphy  f e m i n i s t s  a r g u e  t h a t  pornography e x p l o i t s  women 

f o r  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  men, t e a c h e s  men t o  t r e a t  women as  i n f e r i o r  c r e a t u r e s  

e x i s t i n g  t o  s e r v e  male  s e x u a l  n e e d s ,  and,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  condones and 

encourages  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  women (Dworkin, 1979; " F e m i n i s t w ,  1984; Blake ly ,  

1985; Polman, 1985; and L e d e r e r ,  1980) .  They b e l i e v e  t h a t  it is  c r u c i a l  t o  



t h e  advancement o f  women i n  g e n e r a l  and t o  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  s a f e t y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  

t h a t  pornography be  e l i m i n a t e d .  To a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l  ant i -pornography 

f e m i n i s t s  have hacked t h e  Dworkin/MacKinnon o r d i a n c e  which would a l l o w  t h e  

l e g a l  p r o s c r i p t i o n  o f  pornography a s  v i o l a t i n q  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  o f  women 

(Grossman, 1985; B a r t ,  Freeman, and Kimball ,  1985; S c h a c h t e r ,  1987; Duqgan, 

Hunter,  and Vance, 1985; and E l s a s s e r ,  1986). 

F e m i n i s t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  an t i -pornoqraphy  c r u s a d e  rests on s e v e r a l  

d i v e r s e  grounds.  A number oppose t h e  c r u s a d e  a s  an  abr idgement  o f  c i v i l  

l i b e r t i e s  ( B u r s t y n ,  1985; Grossman 1985; and Tong, 1982). The a n t i -  

pornography o r d i a n c e s  a r e  s e e n  as  a t t a c k s  on a r t i s t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  and f r e e  

speech.  B e s i d e s  a c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e  of f r e e  speech ,  a number 

o f  f e m i n i s t s  v o i c e  t h e  f e a r  t h a t  any  s t a t e  r e g u l a t i o n  of s e x u a l  m a t e r i a l s  

would be used b y  o u r  p a t r i a r c h i c a l  s o c i e t y  t o  s u p p r e s s  f e m i n i s t  a r t  and 

l i t e r a t u r e  and /or  l e s b i a n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  (Burs tyn ,  1985 and Hughes, 1985). A 

second q r o u p  s e e s  t h e  measures  a s  s e x u a l l y  r e p r e s s i v e  and P u r i t a n i c a l  (Diamond 

and Quinby, 1984; Ferguson,  1984; P h i l l i p s o n ,  1984). They con tend  t h a t  a n t i -  

pornography a d v o c a t e s  f a l s e l y  t r e a t  t h e  s e x u a l i t y  o f  men and women a s  

d i f f e r e n t .  They b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  an t i -pornography  movement assumes t h a t  men 

are s e x u a l l y  v i o l e n t  by n a t u r e  w h i l e  women a r e  r e s e r v e d  and i n n o c e n t .  They 

con tend  t h a t  such  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  a r e  wronq and f e a r  t h a t  such  s t e r e o t y p i n g  

o f  women w i l l  p l a c e  women back on the p e d e s t a l  as p r o t e c t e d ,  b u t  s e c o n d - c l a s s  

c i t i z e n s .  F i n a l l y ,  o t h e r s  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  an t i -pornoqraphy  campaign h a s  

been e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  j o i n e d  by members o f  t h e  New R e l i g i o u s  R i g h t  and t h a t  i n  

a number o f  l o c a l i t i e s  t h e  campaigns f o r  t h e  Dworkin-MacKinnon o r d i a n c e  have 

been spearheaded  b y  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  and f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s  ( E l s h t a i n ,  1984; 

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s ,  1986; Deval l ,  1986; Lacayo, 1986; K i r k p a t r i c k  and Zurcher ,  

1983; "Femin i s t " ,  1984). They worry t h a t  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  an t i -pornoqraphy  a r e a  
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(which h a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been a r igh t -wing  i s s u e )  w i l l  b o o s t  t h e  campaigns 

r i g h t s  of c o n s e r v a t i v e s  and f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s  a g a i n s t  such c e n t r a l  f e m i n i s t  

g o a l s  a s  a b o r t i o n  r i g h t s  and economic e q u a l i t y .  

A t  p r e s e n t  t h e  women's r i g h t s  movement seems t o  be  b a d l y  and b i t t e r l y  

s p l i t  o v e r  t h e  pornoqraphy i s s u e .  Prominent l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  movement are 

a l l i e d  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  i s s u e  and opposing o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  f e m i n i s t s  

b a t t l e d  e a c h  o t h e r  ( B u r s t y n ,  1985; Mansbridge,  1986; P r i e d a n ,  1985; "War", 

While c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  h a s  been d i r e c t e d  towards  t h e  a n t i -  

pornoqraphy movement and t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  and l e g a l  i s s u e s  it h a s  s t i r r e d  up,  

l i t t l e  s t u d y  h a s  been g i v e n  t o  how a t t i t u d e s  towards  feminism and pornography 

are r e l a t e d  among t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  (see J e l e n ,  1986 and subsequen t  

c o r r e c t i o n ) .  I n  t h i s  p a p e r  we e x p l o r e  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between t h e s e  two 

a t t i t u d e s  and a t t e m p t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  whether  f e m i n i s t s  among t h e  mass p u b l i c  a r e  

p ro-  o r  ant i -pornography.  

A t t i t u d e s  Towards Feminism and Pornography 

A s  Tab le  1 i n d i c a t e s ,  feminism h a s  been c o n s i s t e n t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

t o l e r a n c e  o f  pornography. A four - i t em s c a l e  measur inq a p p r o v a l  o f  women i n  

t h e  work f o r c e  and i n  p o l i t i c s  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  b e l i e f s  t h a t  

pornoqraphy h a s  p o s i t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t s  and t h a t  pornography 

shou ld  n o t  b e  banned. (The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s c a l e s  used and t h e  i t e m  wordings  

a r e  d e t a i l e d  i n  t h e  Appendix. A l l  d a t a  a r e  from t h e  Genera l  S o c i a l  Surveys  

(GSS), N a t i o n a l  Opinion Research C e n t e r .  For d e t a i l s  on t h e  GSS see Davis and 

Smith ,  1986.1 T h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a p p l i e s  t o  b o t h  men and women. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  

a s s o c i a t i o n  between s u p p o r t  f o r  feminism and a l l o w i n g  pornography is 

c o n s i s t e n t l y  s t r o n q e r  amonq women t h a n  among men. One drawback of t h e  

feminism s c a l e  employed i n  T a b l e  1 i s  t h a t  it i s  n o t  a f i n e  d i s c r i m i n a t o r  o f  



f e m i n i s t s  s i n c e  by 1986 45% of respondents  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  most pro-feminis t  

category.  To r e a l l y  examine how f e m i n i s t s  and non-feminists d i f f e r  on t h e  

pornoqraphy i s s u e ,  we have t o  employ an  i n d i c a t o r  t h a t  a l lows more d e t a i l e d  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a long  t h e  feminism continuum. 

Across t h e  per iod  1975-1986, t h e  b e s t  means of f u r t h e r  spec i fy inq  

f e m i n i s t  a t t i t u d e s  i s  wi th  a  seven-item abor t ion  s c a l e .  Support f o r  a b o r t i o n  

i s  a d i s t i n c t  a t t i t u d e  from suppor t  f o r  women's r i g h t s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  

a b o r t i o n  r i g h t s  have been one o f  t h e  main goa l s  of f e m i n i s t s  and t h e  two 

a t t i t u d e s  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d .  In  Table 2 we s e e  t h a t  feminism and 

pornography are d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  among those  who a r e  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  committed 

t o  a b o r t i o n  r i g h t s  ( i . e .  who favored l e g a l  abo r t ions  f o r  a l l  seven s p e c i f i e d  

r easons ) .  In g e n e r a l ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between feminism and pornography does 

n o t  vary  by a person ' s  a b o r t i o n  ideology al though t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  smal l  number 

of  people who f a l l  i n t o  t h e  extreme an t i - abo r t ion  group makes t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  Th i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  between feminism and 

pornography a t t i t u d e s  ho lds  up both a c r o s s  years  and genders.  

A second way of r e f i n i n q  our  feminism measure uses  a number of 

i n d i c a t o r s  of involvement i n  and commitment t o  women's r i g h t s  t h a t  were asked 

on the  1983 GSS. In g e n e r a l ,  t h e s e  measures ( s e e  Appendix f o r  d e t a i l s )  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  men and women who suppor t  women's r i g h t s  and who a r e  a c t i v e  on 

t h e  women's r i g h t s  i s s u e ,  committed t o  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ,  and/or  more deeply  

involved wi th  women's r i g h t s  a r e  l e s s  opposed t o  pornography. Table 3 shows 

t h a t  people who suppor t  women's r i g h t s  and who have been a c t i v e  (having g iven  

money, w r i t t e n  l e t t e r s ,  and/or  jo ined  a group) are t h e  l e a s t  i n  favor  of 

out lawing pornography and t h e  most l i k e l y  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  pornography can have 

p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s .  
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T h i r d l y ,  we can  e x p l o r e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between f e m i n i s t  a t t i t u d e s  

and pornography by u s i n g  a n  ex tended  feminism scale from t h e  1986 GSS. T h i s  

s c a l e  a d d s  f o u r  i t e m s  on s e x  r o l e s  w i t h i n  f a m i l i e s  t o  t h e  f o u r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

items on p o l i t i c a l  and economic e q u a l i t y  and a l l o w s  f i n e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a t  t h e  

f e m i n i s t  end o f  t h e  s c a l e  ( S e e  Appendix f o r  d e t a i l s ) .  As n h l e  4 shows, 

feminism is s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l i b e r a l  a t t i t u d e s  towards  

pornography f o r  b o t h  men and women. !l%e r e l a t i o n s h i p  is e s s e n t i a l l y  l i n e a r  

w i t h  s u p p o r t  f o r  pornography r i s i n g  t h e  more f e m i n i s t  o n e ' s  a t t i t u d e s  a r e  

( T a b l e  5 ) .  An one-way a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  o f  p o r n o g r a p h i c  a t t i t u d e s  by 

f e m i n i s t  a t t i t u d e s  i n d i c a t e s  a s i m p l e  l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  no s i g n i f i c a n t  

d e v i a t i o n  from l i n e a r i t y .  

T h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a l s o  shows up when we u s e  a measure t h a t  combines 

b o t h  exposure  t o  pornography and a t t i t u d e s  t o  same. Klenow and Crane (1977)  

c r e a t e d  a measure o f  " r e c i d i v i s m "  which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a r e c i d i v i s t  a s  one who 

had viewed an  X-rated movie w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  and who d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

pornography shou ld  he ou t lawed .  I n  Table  6 w e  have used t h e i r  measure a s  w e l l  

as a r e l a t e d  measure t h a t  combines v iewing  X-rated movies w i t h  a t t i t u d e s  on 

t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  pornoqraphy. O v e r a l l ,  v iewing o f  X-rated movies is more 

f r e q u e n t  f o r  p e o p l e  s c o r i n g  h i g h e r  on t h e  feminism s c a l e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  among 

v i e w e r s  o f  X-rated movies r e a c t i o n s  are more p o s i t i v e  f o r  t h o s e  r a n k i n g  h i g h e r  

on feminism. The r a t i o  of n o t  o u t l a w  t o  ou t law r e s p o n s e s  is 2.7:l f o r  t h o s e  

w i t h  t h e  most t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  on women's r i q h t s  and i n c r e a s e s  t o  4.0:1, 

7.7:1, 7.0: 1,  and 11.3: 1 a s  we move up t h e  f e m i n i s t  scale t o  t h e  most f e m i n i s t  

group. A similar  p a t t e r n  emerges f o r  t h e  pornograph ic  e f f e c t s  measure o f  

" r e c i d i v i s m "  ( r a t i o s  i n c r e a s i n q  from 7.3:1, 10.1:1, 10.1:1, 8.1:1, t o  

48 .0 : l ) .  I n  b r i e f ,  b o t h  viewinq X-rated movies and t o l e r a n c e  o f  pornography 

b y  such  v i e w e r s  i n c r e a s e s  w i t h  feminism. 



Next,  w e  c a r r i e d  o u t  a m u l t i v a r i a t e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  of p r e d i c a t o r s  

o f  t h e  pornographic e f f e c t s  s c a l e .  The l i t e r a t u r e  on a t t i t u d e s  towards 

pornography (Glassman, 1978; Wilson and Ableson, 1973; Herrman and Rordner, 

1983; Klenow and Crane, 1977; Peek, W i t t ,  and Cay, 1981; Stephan and McMullin, 

1982; Wood and Hughes, 1984; Rei s s ,  1986; and Bibby, 1983) i nd i ca t ed  with 

l i b e r a l  a t t i t u d e s  towards pornography were he ld  by 1 )  men 2) younqer cohor t s ,  

3 )  t h e  be t te r -educa ted ,  4 )  t hose  r a i s e d  i n  modern c u l t u r e s  (e.g. non-rural ,  

o u t s i d e  of South, non-Fundamentalist r e l i g i o n  o r  no r e l i g i o n ) ,  and 5 )  

p o l i t i c a l  l i b e r a l s .  Table 7 shows t h a t  even wi th  t h e s e  background v a r i a b l e s  

a s  c o n t r o l s  f e m i n i s t  a t t i t u d e s  a r e  d i r e c t l y  c o r r e l a t e d  wi th in  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  

pornography can have p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s .  

So f a r  every  test w e  have appl ied  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  f e m i n i s t s  a r e  

more suppor t ive  o r  t o l e r a n t  of pornography than  non-feminists.  This  

a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  l i n e a r  and does n o t  d imin i sh  o r  r eve r se  among 

s t r o n g  f emin i s t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  ho lds  f o r  men and women and 

does  n o t  appear  t o  b e  exp la inab le  by o t h e r  background v a r i a b l e s .  

So what does e x p l a i n  t h e  l i n k  between feminism and pornography? What 

makes those  a t t i t u d e s  what some would s e e  a s  " s t r ange  bedfel lows?" The l i n k  

i s  l i be ra l i sm.  

Libera l i sm is a amorphous concept ,  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e f i n e  and hard t o  

o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  (For  some d i s c u s s i o n  of t h i s  s e e  Smith, 1982) .  Two c e n t r a l  

a s p e c t s  of contemporary l i b e r a l i s m  a r e  i t s  modern, n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  

o r i e n t a t i o n  and i t s  suppor t  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  exp res s ion  and choice.  ( O f  course  

o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  l i b e r a l i s m  such a s  its commitment t o  e g a l i t a r i a n i s m  l e a d s  t o  

suppor t  f o r  governmental r e g u l a t i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l  cho ice  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  

economic realm.) These h a s i c  l ean ings  lead  l i b e r a l s  t o  suppor t  women's r i g h t s ,  

sexual  permiss iveness ,  and freedom of speech, a s  w e l l  a s  many o t h e r  causes.  



The l i n k  between women's r i q h t s  and pornography i s  not  d i r e c t  and immediate. 

Supporters of women's r i g h t s  tend t o  support abor t ion  r i q h t s  and equal  pay 

because these  i s s u e s  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  and qrow out  of c e n t r a l  f emin i s t  

b e l i e f s .  Support f o r  pornography i s  not  r e l a t e d  t o  feminism is a s i m i l a r l y  

in t ima te  and d e r i v a t i v e  fashion,  Rather feminism and pornography a r e  r e l a t e d  

because femin i s t s  a r e  l i b e r a l s  and l i b e r a l s  a l s o  tend t o  favor  more permissive 

sexual  mores and q r e a t e r  freedom of speech. (Our 1986 feminism s c a l e  i s  

r e l a t e d  t o  approval of p remar i t a l  sex,  gamma = .39/.000, and the  t r a d i t i o n a l  

feminis t  s c a l e  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  the  S touf fe r  f r e e  speech s c a l e ,  qamma = 

.39/.000.) S imi la r ly  those favor ing the  l e g a l i z a t i o n  of pornography and 

bel ievinq t h a t  pornography can have p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s  a l s o  a r e  permissive on 

sexual  matters  (outlawing pornography and disapproving of premar i ta l  sex a r e  

d i r e c t l y  a s soc ia ted ,  gamma = .58/.000 and hel ievinq pornoqraphy has negative 

e f f e c t s  and disapprovinq of premar i ta l  sex a r e  a s soc ia ted ,  gamma = .40/.000) 

and pornoqraphy a t t i t u d e s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  c i v i l  l i b e r t y  s c a l e s  (outlawinq 

pornography and S touf fe r  a r e  a s soc ia ted ,  gamma = .42/.000 and e f f e c t s  of 

pornography and S touf fe r  a r e  a s soc ia ted ,  qamma = .42/.000 and e f f e c t s  of 

pornography and S touf fe r  a r e  r e l a t e d ,  gamma = .28/.000). 

W e  cannot show what the  impact of c i v i l  l i b e r t y  items a r e  on t h e  

a s soc ia t ion  between feminism and pornography because these  t h r e e  s c a l e s  never 

appear on t h e  same survey, b u t  w e  can examine the  impact of sexual  a t t i t u d e s  

on the  feminism-pornography assoc ia t ion  (Table 8) .  In each case  the  

in t roduc t ioh  of the  p remar i t a l  sex va r i ab le  reduces the  a s soc ia t ion  between 

feminism and pornography. In t h e  extreme reduction case  t h e  a s soc ia t ion  

between t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  feminism s c a l e  and the  pornographic e f f e c t s  s c a l e  

drops from .I00 t o  .027 and becomes s t a t i s t i c a l l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  when a t t i t u d e s  

towards premar i ta l  sex a r e  introduced i n t o  the  m u l t i v a r i a t e  reqress ion  



a n a l y s i s .  I n  t h e  o t h e r  c a s e s  t h e  feminism and pornography a s s o c i a t i o n  

a l t h o u g h  reduced d o e s  remain s i g n i f i c a n t .  One would suppose however t h a t  

t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  would r e d u c e  f u r t h e r  and perhaps  a l s o  become i n s i g n i f i c a n t  

i f  w e  a )  had a s c a l e  measur ing s e x u a l  a t t i t u d e s  i n s t e a d  o f  a  c r u d e r ,  s i n q l e  

i t e m  and h) had a  measure o f  c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  t h a t  we c o u l d  use  i n  t h e  

e q u a t i o n .  

Feminism and pornoqraphy a r e  s t r a n g e  b e d f e l l o w s  i n  t h a t  men and women 

who s u p p o r t  women's r i g h t s  a r e  more t o l e r a n t  and p o s i t i v e  toward pornography 

t h a n  t h o s e  who oppose women's r i g h t s .  Thus t h e  image f r e q u e n t l y  p o r t r a y e d  i n  

t h e  m a s s  media t h a t  f e m i n i s t s  are opposed t o  pornography i s  m i s l e a d i n g  s i n c e  

it d o e s  n o t  ho ld  on t h e  mass l e v e l .  However, g r e a t e r  s u p p o r t  f o r  pornography 

b y  f e m i n i s t s  d o e s  n o t  r e s u l t  from any c e n t r a l  axiom o f  t h e  women's r i g h t s  

movement, Ra ther  t h e  l i n k  i s  formed because  feminism is  a l i b e r a l  i d e o l o g y  

and  l i n k e d  on o t h e r  l i b e r a l  i d e a l s  as f r e e  speech  and n ~ n ~ t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and l i f e s t y l e s .  It  i s  mainly  t h e s e  b e l i e f s  i n  t u r n  t h a t  make 

l i b e r a l s ,  and t h e r e f o r e  f e m i n i s t s ,  more t o l e r a n t  o f  pornography. 

GSS : 91 



T a b l e  1 

The A s s o c i a t i o n  between A t t i t u d e s  on 
Feminism and Pornoqraphy, 1975-1986 

(gamma/probabi l i ty)  

* 
Pornograph ic  E f f e c t s  R e g u l a t i o n  o f  

Y e a r  - 

Men 
7 

S c a l e  

Women 

Pornography 

Men - Women 

Table  2 

The A s s o c i a t i o n  between A t t i t u d e s  on Feminism and 
Pornography C o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  Abort ion A t t i t u d e s ,  1975-1986 Pooled 

(gamma/proh.) 

Feminism by 
Pornograph ic  E f f e c t s  R e q u l a t i o n  o f  

Abor t ion  S c a l e  S c a l e  Pornography 

Always l e g a l  

Sometimes leqal 

Never l e g a l  . I  23/. 589 .247/. 147 



Table 3 

Support for Pornography by Feminist Position 
and Active Involvement with Women's Rights 

( 1983) 

% Favoring Outlawinq % Believing Pornography can 
of Pornoqraphic have positive effects h 

Men 

No active involvement 18.2% (104) 
One or more involvements 17.7% (20) 

Non-Feminists 

No active involvement 51 .9% (187) 
One or more involvement - - (14) 

Women 

Feminists 

No active involement 
One or more involement 

Non-Feminists 

No active involvement 64.1% (195) 
One or more involement 53.6% (28) 

a Feminists gave the pro-women's rights response to all four items. Non- 
feminist; qave less than four pro-women's riqhts responses. 

b% believing that pornoqraphy doesn't lead to rape nor cause moral breakdown, 
but does provide information. 

GSS:  91 



Table 4 

Men 

The A s s o c i a t i o n  between A t t i t u d e s  on Feminism and 
Pornoqraphy, 1986 

(gamma/prob . I  

Pornographic e f f e c t s  
S c a l e  

Requlat ion o f  
Pornography 

Women .322/.000 .229/. 000 

Leve 1 o f  Feminism 

1 - Lowest 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1  -Hiqhest 

-. 

Table 5 

Pornographic Effects S c a l e  by Level of Feminism 
f o r  Men and Women 

(mean ) 

P o r n o a r a ~ h i c  E f f e c t s  

Men 

4.78 (SO) 

Women 

4.53 ( 9 5 )  



Table 6 

pornographic "Recidivism" by At t i tudes  towards Feminism 

Levels of Feminism Saw X-Rated 
Movie l a s t  year 

1-3 - Lowest 
4-6 
7-8 
9 
1 0- 1 1 - Hiqhest 

Would Outlaw Would not Outlaw 

Pornography Has Has 1+ Posi t ive  
No Pos i t ive  Effec ts  Effects  

Did no t  s e e  X-Rated 
Movie Las t  Year 

1-3 - Lowest 
4-6 
7-8 
9 
10-1 1 

Table 7 

Mult iple Regression Analysis of 
Pornographic Effec ts  Scale,  1986 

Variables i n  Equation (beta/prob . ) 
Church at tendance (highznever)  
Feminism Scale 

Age 
Gender (High=Female 1 
Community Raised i n  

(High = not  r u r a l )  
P o l i t i c a l  Views (high- 

conservat ive)  

Variables not  i n  Equation 

Years of Schoolinq 
Income 
Race (high=black) 
Fundamentalism 
Region ra i sed  i n  (hiqh= 

South and Midwest) 
Current  region (high= 

Sonth and Midwest) 
Current  Community (high= 

l a r g e  metropoli tan a r e a s )  

GSS: 91 



Table  8 

The A s s o c i a t i o n  between A t t t i u d e s  on Feminism and 

Pornoqraphy With and Without t h e  I n c l u s i o n  

A t t i t u d e s  on P r e m a r i t a l  Sex 

T r a d i t i o n a l  Feminism S c a l e  
( 1975-1 986 Pooled)  

New Feminism S c a l e  (1986 Only)  

P r e m a r i t a l  Sex P r e m a r i t a l  Sex P r e m a r i t a l  Sex P r e m a r i t a l  Sex 
mi  tted Inc luded  Chitted Inc luded  

Outlawing Porn- 
oqraphy - 1  11/.0001 .069/.013 .124/. 0000 .071/.015 

E f f e c t s  o f  Porn- 
ography 1 00/ -0004 027/.073 - 1  47/. 0000 .I 26/. 0000 

a ~ n  each  o f  t h e  above s t a n d a r d i z e d  c o e f f i c i e n t s  w e  have c o n t r o l l e d  f o r  a l l  of t h e  
v a r i a b l e s  employed i n  Table  7. 



Appendix: Quest ion Wordings and Sca l e s  

A. E f f e c t s  of Pornography 

The next  ques t i ons  a r e  about pornography--books, movies, magazines,  and 
photographs t h a t  show o r  d e s c r i b e  s e x  a c t i v i t i e s .  

I ' m  going t o  read some op in ions  about  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  looking  a t  o r  read ing  
such sexua l  m a t e r i a l s .  A s  I r ead  each  one,  p l e a s e  t e l l  m e  i f  you t h i n k  sexua l  
m a t e r i a l s  do o r  do have t h a t  e f f e c t .  

A. Sexual m a t e r i a l s  provide i n £  o m a t i o n  about  s e x  (PORNINF) 
B. Sexual m a t e r i a l s  l e a d  t o  breakdown of morals  (PORNMORL) 
C. Sexual materials l e a d  people  t o  commit r a p e  (PORNRAPE) 
D. Sexual m a t e r i a l s  provide an  o u t l e t  f o r  bot t led-up impulses  (PORNOUT) 

The pornography e f f e c t s  s c a l e  measures whether a person t h i n k s  pornography has  

p o s i t i v e  o r  nega t ive  impact. "Don't knows" were coded t o  t h e  middle p o s i t i v e  

and t h e  i t e m  on pornography provid ing  informat ion  was r e v e r s e  coded. The i t e m  

on pornography provid ing  an  o u t l e t  f o r  b o t t l e d  up impulses was excluded from 

t h e  scale because i t  was ambiguous whether t h i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a p o s i t i v e  o r  

nega t ive  e f f e c t .  1 

l ~ h e  excluded i tem,  t h a t  pornography provided "an o u t l e t  f o r  bot t led-up 
impulses",  was o r i g i n a l l y  c l a s s i f i e d  by t h e  Commission on Obscenity and 
Pornography's r e p o r t  a s  a " s o c i a l  d e s i r a b l e "  e f f e c t  a long w i t h  t h e  in format ion  i t e m  
(Abelson, e t  a l . ,  1971; p. 53). W e  su spec t  however t h a t  many people  probably see 
t h i s  i s  a n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t .  They probably cons ide r  i t  a s  a i n a p p r o p r i a t e  " o u t l e t "  i n  
t h e  same sense  t h a t  g e t t i n g  drunk might be an  o u t l e t  f o r  bo t t led-up  stress, A s  we 
s ee  from t h e  f i g u r e s  below, t h e  two c l e a r l y  nega t ive  i t e m s  ( r a p e  and moral 
breakdown) a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  wanting t o  ban pornography, n o t  having viewed a n  x- 
r a t e d  movie, and being male. The one c l e a r  p o s i t i v e  i t e m  ( in format ion)  has  t h e  
oppos i t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  each  o f  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s .  Out le t  ha s  t h e  same s i g n  a s  t h e  
p o s i t i v e  i n fo rma t ion  i tem,  bu t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  a l l  t r i v i a l  i n  m a g n i t d e .  
(These gammas a r e  from t h e  pooled 1973-1986 GSSs. 

Pornography E f f e c t s  Pornography Viewed X-Rated Sex 
Regulat ion Movie 

(For  a l l l a d u l t s  (YesINo) (Male/ Female) 
on1 ylnoone) 

Rape 
Moral breakdown 
O u t l e t  
Information 

They a r e  a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  .0000 l e v e l , )  The ambiguous n a t u r e  of t h e  o u t l e t  
i t em is  a l s o  shown by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  d i r e c t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  bo th  t h e  nega t ive  
items (gamma = ,297 w i t h  rape  and -198 w i t h  moral breakdown) and t h e  p o s i t i v e  i t em 
(-288)  whi le  t h e  n e g a t i v e  and p o s i t i v e  items a r e  i n v e r s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  each  
o t h e r  ( r a p e  by informat ion  = -.120 and moral breakdown by informat ion  = -0225). 
These a s s o c i a t i o n s  appear  t o  be  s t a b l e  f o r  t h e  1973-1986 per iod.  



B. R e g u l a t i o n  o f  Pornography (PORNLAW) 

Which o f  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  comes c l o s e s t  t o  your f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  pornography 
laws? 

A. There  s h o u l d  be  laws a q a i n s t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  pornography whatever  
t h e  age.  

B. There  s h o u l d  h e  l a w s  a q a i n s t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of pornography t o  p e r s o n s  
under  18.  

C. There  shou ld  b e  no laws f o r b i d d i n q  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  pornography. 

C. X-Rated Movies (XMOVIE) 

Have you s e e n  a n  X-rated movie i n  t h e  l a s t  year?  

D. T r a d i t i o n a l  Feminism I t e m s  

Do you a q r e e  o r  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ?  

Women s h o u l d  t a k e  c a r e  o f  runn ing  t h e i r  homes and l e a v e  runn ing  t h e  c o u n t r y  
up  t o  men. (PEHOME) 

Do you approve  o r  d i s a p p r o v e  o f  a married women e a r n i n g  money i n  b u s i n e s s  
o r  i n d u s t r y  i f  s h e  h a s  a  husband c a p a b l e  of s u p p o r t i n q  h e r ?  (FEMORK) 

If your p a r t y  nominated a  woman f o r  P r e s i d e n t ,  would you v o t e  f o r  h e r  i f  
s h e  were q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  job? (FEPRES) 

T e l l  m e  i f  you a q r e e  o r  d i s a q r e e  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t :  Most men are b e t t e r  
s u i t e d  e m o t i o n a l l y  f o r  p o l i t i c s  t h a n  a r e  most women. (FEPOL) 

The f e m i n i s t  scale w i t h  t h e  above f o i ~ r  t r a d i t i o n a l  i t e m s  was c r e a t e d  h y  

r e v e r s i n g  t h e  codes  o f  FEWORK and FEPRES so t h a t  t h e  f e m i n i s t  r e s p o n s e  was 

t h e  h i g h e r  r e s p o n s e  t o  each.  Don ' t  knows were coded i n t o  t h e  middle  

p o s i t i o n .  The scale t h u s  r a n  from t h e  low of  f o u r  f o r  t h e  least f e m i n i s t  

r esponse  t o  a n  h i g h  o f  1 2  f o r  t h e  most f e m i n i s t  r e s p o n s e .  The r e l i a b i l i t y  

c o e f f i c i e n t  was .66 (Cronhach ' s  a l p h a ) .  

E. Abort ion I t ems  

P l e a s e  t e l l  m e  whether  o r  n o t  you t h i n k  it should  be p o s s i b l e  for a  - 
p r e g n a n t  women t o  o b t a i n  a l e g a l  a b o r t i o n  i f . . .  

A. I f  t h e r e  i s  a  s t r o n g  chance o f  s e r i o u s  d e f e c t  i n  t h e  haby? (ABDEFECT) 

B. I f  s h e  i s  m a r r i e d  and d o e s  n o t  want any more c h i l d r e n ?  (ABNOMORE) 



C. I f  t h e  women's own h e a l t h  i s  s e r i o u s l y  endangered b y  t h e  pregnancy? 
( ABHLTH) 

D. If t h e  f a m i l y  h a s  a v e r y  low income and c a n n o t  a f f o r d  any  more c h i l d r e n ?  
( ABPOOR) 

E. I f  s h e  became p r e g n a n t  a s  a  r e s u l t  of rape? (ABRAPE) 

F. I f  s h e  i s  n o t  mar r ied  and d o e s  n o t  want t o  marry t h e  man? (ABSINGLE) 

G. The woman wants  i t  f o r  any  reason?  (ABANY) 

These i t e m s  w e r e  combined i n  s e v e r a l  ways t o  make a b o r t i o n  scales. 

One s c a l e  c o n s i s t e d  of a c o u n t  of t h e  number o f  p r o - a b o r t i o n  c h o i c e s ,  r u n n i n g  

from 0 to 7. The second c o n s i s t e d  of a c o u n t  o f  t h e  number o f  a n t i - a b o r t i o n  

c h o i c e s ,  a l s o  r u n n i n g  from 0 t o  7. F i n a l l y ,  an  a b o r t i o n  i d e o l o g y  s c a l e  was 

c o n s t r u c t e d  from t h e s e  two scales. People  w i t h  p e r f e c t  p r o - a b o r t i o n  s c o r c e s  

on t h e  f i r s t  v a r i a b l e  were p l a c e d  i n  a  p ro-abor t ion  q roup ,  t h o s e  who 

c o n s i s t e n t l y  opposed a b o r t i o n  made up  a n  a n t i - a b o r t i o n  g roup ,  and t h o s e  who 

have  any m i x t u r e  o f  p r o  and a n t i  o p i n i o n  o r  d o n ' t  knows made u p  a midd le ,  

mixed a t t i t u d e s  group.  T h i s  scale t h u s  i s o l a t e d  t h o s e  w i t h  c o n s i s t e n t ,  

i d e o l o q i c a l  l e a n i n g s  from t h o s e  w i t h  mixed p a t t e r n s .  

F. Non-af f e c t i v e  F e m i n i s t  Items 

How i m p o r t a n t  i s  t h e  women's r i g h t s  i s s u e  t o  you--would you s a y  it i s  one 
o f  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t ,  i m p o r t a n t ,  n o t  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t ,  o r  n o t  i m p o r t a n t  a t  
a l l ?  (FEIMP) 

How much i n f o r m a t i o n  d o  you have a b o u t  t h e  women's r i g h t s  i s s u e ?  Do you 
have a l l  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  you need,  most o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  some 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  o r  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n ?  (FEINFO) 

How f i r m  are you a b o u t  your o p i n i o n  on women's r ights--would you s a y  you 
a r e  v e r y  l i k e l y  t o  change you o p i n i o n ,  somewhat l i k e l y  t o  change,  somewhat 
u n l i k e l y  t o  change,  o r  v e r y  u n l i k e l y  t o  chanqe? (FEFIRM) 

How concerned a r e  you p e r s o n a l l y  a b o u t  women's r i g h t s ?  Are you v e r y  
concerned,  somewhat concerned,  n o t  v e r y  concerned,  o r  n o t  concerned a t  
a l l ?  (FECARE) 

How o f t e n  would you s a y  t h a t  you and your f r i e n d s  t h i n k  a b o u t  women's 
r i g h t s ?  Would you s a y  t h a t  you and your  f r i e n d s  t h i n k  a b o u t  women's r i g h t s  
v e r y  o f t e n ,  f a i r l y  o f t e n ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  o r  a l m o s t  never?  (FETHINK) 



Have you ever . .  . 
A. W r i t t e n  a letter t o  a p u h l i c  o f f i c i a l  e x p r e s s i n g  your  views on women's 

r i g h t s ?  ( FEWRITE) 

B. Given money to a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  concerned w i t h  t h i s  i s s u e ?  (FEGIVE) 

C. Jo ined  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  concerned w i t h  women's r i g h t s ?  (FEJOIN) 

A s  p a r t  o f  a r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  on n o n - a t t i t u d e s  (Smi th ,  1982) ,  t h e s e  i t e m s  

were asked  i n  1983. FEIMP, FEINFO, FEFIRM apeared  on form X and FECARE, 

FETHINK, FEWRITE, PEGIVE, FEJOIN appeared  on form Y. FEWRITE, FEGIVE, and 

FEJOIN were t r e a t e d  as a b e h a v i o r a l  s c a l e  w i t h  e a c h  a c t i v i t y  c o u n t i n g  a s  

one a c t i o n  f o r  a s c o r e  o f  0 f o r  no f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i t y  t o  a s c o r e . o f  3 f o r  

having done e a c h  t y p e  o f  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i t y .  

G. New Feminism I t e m s  

Now I ' m  g o i n g  t o  r e a d  s e v e r a l  more s t a t e m e n t s .  As I r e a d  e a c h  one ,  p l e a s e  
t e l l  m e  whether  you s t r o n g l y  a g r e e ,  a g r e e ,  o r  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  it. For 
example, h e r e  i s  t h e  s t a t e m e n t :  

A .  A working mother can  e s t a b l i s h  j u s t  as warm and s e c u r e  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  h e r  c h i l d r e n  a s  a mother who d o e s  n o t  work. (FECHLD) 

B. It i s  more i m p o r t a n t  f o r  a w i f e  t o  h e l p  h e r  husband ' s  c a r e e r  t h a n  t o  
have one  h e r s e l f .  (FEHELP) 

C. A p r e s c h o o l  c h i l d  i s  l i k e l y  t o  s u f f e r  i f  h i s  o r  h e r  mother works. 
( FEPRESCH) 

D. It i s  much b e t t e r  f o r  everyone i n v o l v e d  i f  t h e  man i s  t h e  a c h e i v e r  
o u t s i d e  t h e  home and t h e  woman t a k e s  c a r e  of t h e  home and t h e  f a m i l y .  
( FEFAM) 

The above f o u r  f e m i n i s t  i t e m s  ( f i r s t  a sked  i n  t h e  1977 GSS) were comhined wi th  

t h e  f o u r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f e m i n i s t  scale t o  form t h e  f u l l  e i g h t  i t e m  s c a l e .  

FEHELP, FEPRESCH, and FEFAM were r e v e r s e d .  Don't  knows were  recoded i n t o  t h e  

middle  c a t e g o r y .  S e v e r a l  p r o c e d u r e s  were e x p l o r e d  f o r  combining t h e  

t r i c h o t o m i s t  s t a n d a r d  i t e m s  w i t h  t h e  new f i v e - p o i n t  i t e m s  i n c l u d i n g  a )  

c o l l a p s i n g  t h e  f i v e - p o i n t  scales i n t o  t h e  t r i c h o t o m i e s ,  b )  r e c o d i n g  t h e  



t r i cho tomies  t o  cover  t h e  same numerical  range a s  t h e  f i ve -po in t  scales, and 

C )  conver t ing  a l l  i t e m s  i n t o  s t anda rd i zed  sco re s .  Trichotomizing had t h e  

d i sadvantage  of  reduc ing  t h e  measured va r i ance  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  of  f a i l i n g  t o  

d i s c r i m i n a t e  a t  t h e  upper ( f e m i n i s t )  end of t h e  s c a l e  s i n c e  i n  1986 21% f e l l  

i n t o  t h e  extreme f e m i n i s t  c a t ego ry  when i t e m s  w e r e  t r ichotomized.  The o t h e r  

two procedures  preserved  t h e  measured v a r i a n c e  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  allowed f i n e r  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a t  t h e  f e m i n i s t  end of t h e  s c a l e .  These two procedures  

produced s c a l e s  t h a t  were c o r r e l a t e d  wi th  one another  a t  .99 (Pea r son ' s  r ) .  

The a d d i t i v e  s c a l e  cons t ruc t ed  from s t anda rd i zed  i t e m s  runs  from a low o f  

-14.4 t o  a h igh  of  8.04. Its r e l i a b i l i t y  is  .803. 

G. Sexual Mora l i t y  

There 's  been a l o t  of  d i s c u s s i o n  about  t h e  way morals  and a t t i t u d e s  about  
sex a r e  changing i n  t h i s  count ry .  If a man and woman have sex r e l a t i o n s  
before  marr iaqe  d o  you t h i n k  it is always wronq, a lmost  always wronq, wronq 
only  sometimes, o r  n o t  wrong a t  a l l ?  (PREMARSX) 

S t o u f f e r  C i v i l  L i b e r t y  I t e m s  

There a r e  always s o m e  people  whose i d e a s  a r e  cons idered  bad o r  dangerous by  
o the r  people.  For i n s t a n c e ,  somebody who i s  a g a i n s t  a l l  churches  and 
r e l i q i o n  . . . 
A. I f  such a person wanted t o  make a sppech i n  your (city/town/community) 

a g a i n s t  churches  and r e l i g i o n ,  should he be allowed t o  speak,  o r  no t?  
( S PKATH ) 

B. Should such a person be  allowed t o  t each  i n  a c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y ,  o r  
not?  ( COLATH 1 

C. I f  some people  i n  your community sugges ted  t h a t  a hook h e  wrote  a q a i n s t  
churches and r e l i g i o n  should be taken  o u t  of your p u b l i c  l i b r a r y ,  would 
you f avo r  removinq t h i s  book, o r  no t?  (LIBATH) 

O r ,  cons ide r  a person who b e l i e v e s  t h a t  Blacks a r e  g e n e t i c a l l y  i n f e r i o r .  

A. 1f such a person  wanted t o  make a speech i n  your community c l a iming  t h a t  
Blacks a r e  i n f e r i o r ,  should he  be  allowed t o  speak,  o r  not?  (SPKRAC) 

B. Should such a person h e  allowed t o  t each  i n  a c o l l e s e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y ,  o r  
no t?  ( COLRAC) 



C. I f  some people  i n  your community suggested t h a t  a book he wrote  which 
s a i d  Blacks a r e  i n f e r i o r  should be taken  o u t  of your p u b l i c  l i b r a r y ,  
would you f a v o r  removing t h i s  book, o r  not? (LIBRAC) 

Now, I would l i k e  to  a s k  you some q u e s t i o n s  about  a man who admi ts  he  is  a 
Communist. 

A. Suppose t h i s  admi t ted  Communist wanted t o  make a speech i n  your 
community. Should he  be  allowed t o  speak, o r  no t?  (SPKCOM) 

B. Suppose he is  t each ing  i s  a c o l l e q e .  Should he  be f i r e d ,  o r  no t?  
( COLCOM) 

C. Suppose he  wrote  a book which is i n  your p n b l i c  l i b r a r y .  Somebody i n  
your community sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  book should be removed from t h e  
l i b r a r y .  Would you f a v o r  removinq i t  , o r  no t?  (LIBCOM) 

Consider a person who advocated doing away wi th  e l e c t i o n s  and l e t t i n g  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  run t h e  count ry .  

A.  If such a person wanted t o  make a speech i n  your community, should h e  b e  
allowed t o  speak,  o r  no t?  (SPKMIL) 

B. Should such a person he allowed t o  t each  i n  a c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y ,  o r  
not? (COLMIL) 

C .  Suppose h e  wrote  a hook advoca t ing  doinq away wi th  e l e c t i o n s  ar$ l e t t i n g  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  run  t h e  country.  Somebody i n  your community sugges t s  t h a t  
t h e  book he removed from t h e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y .  Would you f a v o r  removing 
it, o r  not? (LIBMIL) 

And what about  a man who admi ts  t h a t  he is a homosexual? 

A. Suppose t h i s  admi t ted  homesexual wanted t o  make a speech i n  your 
community. Should he he allowed t o  speak,  o r  no t?  (SPKHOMO) 

B. Should such a pe r son  be allowed t o  teach  i n  a c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y ,  o r  
not?  ( COLHOMO) 

C.  I f  some people  i n  your ccmmunity suqqested t h a t  a book he wrote i n  f a v o r  
of homosexual i ty  should be  t aken  o u t  of your p u b l i c  l i b r a r y ,  would you 
f avo r  removinq t h i s  book, o r  no t?  (LIBHOMO) 
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